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PHILATELY. 


OUR ANNUAL REVIEW. 


At a meeting of the Society, nearly twelve months since, it was 
unanimously resolved to publish a monthly journal to be devoted 
to the interests of the science of Philately. 

Under the present management, the first volume, consisting of 
eight single and two double numbers, has been successfully com 
pleted. Itis with a just pride that the members can look back 
and behold the result of their labors. The proofs of their good 
work are pouring in from every quarter, in the shape of renewed 
subscriptions from our old friends, together with many new names 
that these are daily adding to our list. We are highly gratified, 
since our anticipations are more than doubly met. On the eve of 
budding into volume II. it seems proper that we devote a small 
space to enumerating a few of the prominent features of the past. 

Our department of ‘‘ Newly Issued Stamps’? has been, as a 
whole, well up to the standard, but owing to the oversight of one 
of our principal correspondents, the European news has suffered 
somewhat. But we have more than counterbalanced this misfor- 
tune by our advance reports of postal changes, &c., in this half of 
the globe. We were the first to chronicle the new issue for the 
United States ; indeed, we had even given the description of three 
specimens before they had been accepted by the authorities. We 
are proud to add, in this connection, that their final adoption was 
due to our exertions in the matter. Since then (April) the proof of 
our statement has been verified. As a matter of course we have 
had to contend with a number of obstacles that always beset any 
new project, but we have triumphed at last, and are accorded the 
position that belongs to our publication. 

With a single exception our illustrations have been capital ; in 
fact, a few of our cuts surpass the originals. The most prominent 
in this branch of our paper are the ** India provisionals’’ on page 
81, and the Cuba on page 10. It is natural that much of our paper 
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should contain the same class of news as the publications of Eng- 
lish contemporaries, but nevertheless we aim at original articles, 
and we have the satisfaction of Knowing that we have been the first 
to introduce two valuable Philatelic works. First, the ** Chrono- 
logical System,”? by Mr. Willard K. Freeman. Admitting that it 
contains a few gross errors, it is due him to say that, so far, it is 
creditably compiled, and at its completion a general table will be 
issued and all errors corrected. Secondiy, Mr. J. W. Scott's arti- 
cle on ‘United States Locals’? is thoroughly and well written. 
The complete description of the original labels, coupled with a 
careful and intricate statement as to the counterfeits issued, form 
a valuable subject for any collector to study. Side by side with 
these topics appears a diversity of information from writers in every 


quarter of the world. The ‘** Brazilian Post Office,’ **The Use of 


Hong Kong stamps in Japan,”’ ‘Corrientes and its Stamps,’’ &e., 
&c., fill the pages of the Journal with good, sound reading, suitable 
for all classes of people. In closing our Review we only wish to 
add that what we have so far accomplished is but a small propor- 
tion of what we have in store, and we take this opportunity of re- 


assuring our patrons that it will continue to be the Philatelic 


paper of the day. 


The Brattleboro’ Stamp. 
BY DR. J. A. PETRIE. 


There are a number of stamps that have been issued in the United 
States in whose history I have felt considerable interest. 

One of these is the Brattleboro’ stamp, which, although its ex- 
istence has been well known in this country, has never been described 
by any of the many stamp magazines either at home or abroad, with 
a single exception. 

But very few dealers have ever entered it in their catalogues, 
either because they did not know that it existed or doubted its 
genuineness. 

I have spent considerable time in tracing its history, and it is with 


great satisfaction that I now lay before your readers the result of 


my research. 

I submit to you the following letter, which gives a clear, concise 
and accurate account of it. 

NEWTON CorRNER, Mass., Dec. 10th, 1868 

DEAR Str: You are mistaken in saying that the stamps about which you inquire have 
never been described. 

I received‘about two years ago a little paper printed in Vermont* (I now forget by whom 
and in what exact locality) devoted to the subject of postage stamps. 
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It mentioned the private stamp issued by me while P. M. at Brattleboro. 

This paper was sent me ina letter by a person who was very desirous to obtain the 
original plate from which they were printed. 

I was appointed sometime during the first year of Mr. Polk’s administration ; Hon. 
Ceve Johnson, P. M. General. 

Mr. Polk was elected in 1845. 

The stamps were issued, I think, during my first year as P. M., and I suppose them to 
be the very first P. O. stamps issued in this country. 

It was a strictly private thing, neither ordered or repudiated by the P. O. Department, 
and in my account with the Department made no difference. 

My object in issuing it was to accommodate the people and save myself labor in making 
and collecting quarterly bills, almost every thing at that time being either charged or for- 
warded without prepayment. 

I was disappointed in the effect, having still to charge the stamps and collect my bills. 

[ retained the office during the balance of Mr. Polk’s term, and used the stamps more 
or less during my connection with the office. 

The canceling with red ink was uniform, though much a matter of choice. 

As to the number issued, I should say only five or six hundred as an experiment. 

They were engraved by Mr. Thomas Chubbuck, then of Brattleboro’, now of Springfield, 
Mass., who wrote me about a year since inquiring about the original plate. 

The plate was laid aside and I have never been able to find it, though it may yet come 
to light. 

I have none of the stamps by me, have not seen one for a great while, and think I could 
scarcely describe it correctly 

: Yours, &c., 
F. N. Patmer, M.D. 
To J. A. Perris, M.D., 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


The description of the stamp which is the subject of the above 
letter is as follows: 

It is from a steel plate (hand engraved) printed in black on buff 
paper, oblong, the groundwork of the stamp is made up of diagon- 
ally waved lines, at top is Brattleboro’, Vt., on on» side P.. on the 
other O., at the bottom 5 cts. The central portion of the stamp is 
occupied by an octagonal figure, with groundwork of perpendicular 
straight lines on which appear the initials F. N. P., with dash 
underneath in fac-simile. They are, so far as I have been able to find, 
canceled with a stroke of red ink drawn in part across them. They 
are unperforated, and contain a single fine line of black surround- 
ing a single fine line of buff. 

In regard to the above described stamp, from the letter we learn 
several points of interest, viz. : 

Ist. Its authenticity. 2d. When issued and how long in use, 
1845 to 1849. 3d. By whose authority and for what purpose. 4th. 
The number issued, there being but few, not having satisfactorily 
fulfilled the object for whichintended. 5th. That great efforts have 
been made to obtain the original plate, but as yet without success, 


* We are not aware of any philatelic paper ever having been published in Vermont, 
neither has any article on the Brattleboro’ stamp come under our notice.—Ep 
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The Paraguay and Ecuador Humbug's. 


That mankind is easily duped, and antiquarians and collectors 
proverbially so, is too well known to need commenting upon here, 
but still the public has a right to expect that those who profess to 
guide them in any particular study 
should be more wary than to be hum- 
bugged so easily, and twice running, 
as we must admit having been by the 
2 two impostors that hee ud this article ; 
our excuse being that one of the stamps 
(the Ecuador) was presented to us but ® 
two days before going to press, and we, eager to give all the informa- 
tion in our power, inserted the notice of the *‘ new issue”’ without 
sufficient investigation ; and also that older heads were worse sold 
than ourselves. 

In the May number of our first volume we noticed the appear- 
ance of a new stamp for Paraguay, ofthe value of five centavos, but 
stated that we had some doubts of its genuineness; we also noticed 
it inthe July and September numbers, but always with suspicion. 
In the July number of the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine appeared a 
letter purporting to have been sent to a person named Charles P. 
Wright by the Hon. Charles A. Washburn, United States Minister 
to Paraguay, describing the stamp and also giving a letter from 

‘Don Jose Marillo,’” who was supposed to have been ‘* Director 
of Posts”? in Paraguay. 

On reading the above described letters we had strong suspicion 
of their genuineness, not doubting the Stamp Collectors “Magazine, 
but knowing the vile set of thieves who have been filling the coun- 
try with counterfeits and humbugs would not stick at anything to 
serve their interests, and concluding that it was our duty to hunt 
them up (and now that they have committed a states prison offense, 
and the facts put in the hands of an experienced detective, nothing 
will be spared to bring them to justice), the case was debated by 
the Society, and Dr. Petrie, kindly undertaking to find out the truth 
of the case, wrote to the postmaster at Yonkers, inquiring if any 
such person as Charles P. Wright was known or received letters 
there ; the postmaster replying in the negative, he at once wrote to 
the Hon. Charles A. Washburn, asking if he wrote the letter in 
question, but on account of his returning to the States before it 
reached Paraguay, has not been answered. 

On the arrival of the Hon. C. A. Washburn in this city, another 
member of the A. J. of P. wrote him, asking the same information, 
and receiving the following reply : 
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Brevoort Houser, December 29, 1868 
J. W. Scort, Esq., 


Srr:—During my long residence in Paraguay I never saw or heard of such a thin 
a postage stamp of that country. None were ever used there 
which you send me a copy is all a forgery. I never received and never wrote any letter 
to “Charles P. Wright of Yonkers,” as appears over my signature. IL know of no 
such man in Paraguay as Don Jose Marillo. Certainly the Director of Mails is not a 
man of that name. The stamps which you have sent me purporting to be Paraguayan is 
the first one of the kind I have ever seen. The whole thing is a fraud, swindle 
and forgery, and you are at liberty to publish the fact and give me as authority. 
Your obedient servant, 
CHARLES A. WASHBURN, 
Late Minister to Paraguay. 
The above is quite conclusive evidence in regard to the Paraguay 
hum bug. 
The Ecuador that heads this article is, together with one of the 
value of two reals and the Guatemala humbug, the work of 
scoundrel. 


We hope this will prove a warning to those who have the chron 
icling of new issues, as it most certainly will be to usand American 
collectors. 


gas 
The correspondence of 


thesame 


Newly issued Stamps. 


BapDEN.—The ftrst on the list this month is : 


a 


< 


new stamp for Baden. It is of the same type as 
the newly issued, 1 and 7 of which we give an 
engraving. The value is 3 Kreuzers, and the 
color pink. 





CANADA.— Has issued three new stamps. The designs consist of 
figure in circle, surrounded with the legion REGistERrED Lower 
CANADA. The values are 5, 15 and 30 cents, and color red brown, 
They are, however, fiscal and not postage stamps, as might be 
readily inferred, as they specify a part whereas the postage stamps 
are for the entire Dominion. We note them having received many 
enquiries concerning their character. 


CryLon.—Our next engraving represents the 
new envelope adopted by this Island. The color 
is brick red on thin slightly bluish-tinted paper. 
They have also changed the design of the one 
wenny; the new issue very much resembling 3d 
_ soo SN It is printed in blue on gilt paper. 
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Duren Inptes.—The stamp for these colonies is now perforated. 
We understand from an European contemporary that there is 
shortly to be a new issue. 


HuNnGARY has at last issued stamps 
of its own, such as they are, for it is 
difficult to imagine a plainer design. 
They remind us painfully of the com- 
moner Austrian revenues. They are 
| eS ea of the value of 1 and 2 kreuzers, and | 
are unperforated. The inscription Macy Kir HirRLap BELYEG sig- 
nifies Royal Hungarian newspaper stamp. They are printed on 
white unwatermarked paper: the colors are blue for the 1 kr. and 
brown for the 2 kr. 








Mavuritivus.—Adds another value to its rather extended list. The 
new comer is of the same type as the current set. The value is two 
shillings and the celor lavender. 


Mrxico.--We present our readers with an engrav- 

i ing of the new design used in this country. Already 

7 we notice a variety of the 100 cents printed black 

on brown. They seem to have been issued simulta- 

neously perforated, and unperforated, except the 
six cent, which we have only seen perforated. 








ROS FN) New Granapa.—Or the United States of Colombia, 


MS as they now name the country, has added another 


stamp to its already overflowing pages. We annex 
an illustration of the design. The motto on the small 
band LIBERTAD Y ORDEN has been omitted by our 


Un fire 
402, 2° ES7.s 
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Repco artist. The color is lilac. We understand that a 24 
OdTAHL coutavo has also made its appearance. 


SoutTH AusTRALIA.—Seems to be gradually changing 
the design of its stamps to conform to the one stolen 
from the American Bank Note Co. The color is a fine 
vermillion; it is perforated, and watermarked with 
crown over S. A. 





Spary.—The color of the 19 cuartos has been changed from pink 
to brown. 

Uxrrep Srares.—We are now enabled to give another installment 
of news in regard to the new issue in preparation for our own country. 
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The contract stated that they were to be ready by the 1st of Feb- 
ruary, but we should not be surprised if they were never issued at 
all, as Messrs. Butler & Carpenter of Philadelphia, have issned a 
strong protest against their being adopted, as they offered the low- 
est bid for sup plying the Department with stamps, Whereas the 
: National Bank Note Co. gave in the highest tender and was ac- 
cepted. Be this as it may, there has been the following changes 

and additions made in the proposed design. 

One Cent.—Head of Franklin, same as 30 cent present issue U. 8. 
} PostAGE, in circle in top, 1 CENT at bottom, color bronze. 

Two Cents.—Post horse and rider, instead of post cart as described 
on page 11, vol. 1; color brown. 

Six Cents.—The five cent we described on page 66 of last volume, 
has been changed intoa six by altering the figures ; color, ultra- 
marine. 

Ten Cents.—Shield surmounted by spread eagle and supported 


by flags ; color, orange. 
Twelve Cents.—W ill be green instead of blue as first stated by us. 
Fifteen Cents.—Landing of Columbus, same as the tive dollar 
National currency note. The picture occupies rather over one 
third of the width; the color will be scarlet, the top and bottom 
brown. 


Twenty-four Cents.—Signing the Declaration of Independence, 
same design as stated for the ten and thirty cents in our last. The 
picture will be purple, the top and bottom green. 


Thirty Cents.—Same as ten cents except that it will be printed 
in orange and blue. The design of the Surrender of Burgoyne has 
been abandoned, as it was calculated to hurt the feelings of our 
transatlantic cousins. 


. Ninety Cents.—Head of Lincoln in cirele. The colors are black 
or purple, with vermillion border 

The envelopes will resemble the new ten cents according to the 

latest information. 

WurreMBURG. We annex an engraving of the design for the 
new series in preparation for this country. The 
engraving is incorrect ; in one particular the inse rip 
tion Post Fret MARK should be in Roman instead 
of Gothie letters. The set will probable consist of 
one, two, three, seven and eightee nn, but the two and 
eighteen are not positively decided on yet. The three 
kreuzer will be rose and the seven, blue. 
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Transactions of the New York Philatelic Society. 


The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held on the 
15th ult. 

The meeting having been called to order by the presiding officer, 
at once proceeded to business. The secretary read his annual re- 
port, after which a vote of thanks was unanimously passed, thank- 
ing him for his services. The treasurer then read his report, and 
also received the thanks of the Society. 

Officers for the ensuing year were then nominated and balloted 
for with the following result: President, W. R. Freeman, Esq. ; 
Vice-Presidents, B. Matthews, Jr., and J. W. Scott, Esqs. ; Trea- 
surer, Dr. Petrie ; Secretary, R. Dinwiddie, Esq. ; Dr. Grafton and 
C. W. Watson, Esqs., declining to accept office. 

The next meeting will take place at the Society’s rooms on Jan- 
uary 16th inst., at 4 P. M. precisely. 

. CHARLES Watson, Secretary. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


The Philatclists’ Album for American and Foreign Postage 
Stamps. Containing a complete list of all postage stamps issued 
to date. and Spaces sufficie nt JForall present and future iSSuUes., 
Also. adapted for the reception of Revenue Stamps, with cor- 
rect list of the same. New York: published by J. W. Scott 
& Co., 34 Liberty street. . 

It seems a pity that the publishers of the above work had not 
dubbed it ‘* permanent,’’ as that is all the rage now, and sounds 
well: for it is in fact permanent, or as near so as it is possible 
to make any postage stamp album, without adopting the chrono- 
logical system. 

Krom the advance sheets, although we were only favored with 
a portion of them, we can give our readers the following informa- 
tion : 

It is, as the title implies, made to contain all the postage stamps that 
have ever been issued, with spaces for subsequent emissions, and also 
for the revenue stamps of the United States and Canadas, with spaces 
for any foreign revenues that the amateur may choose to ene : 
experience having taught the gentlemen under whose care it is being 
produced, that a large majority of American collectors include, 
at least, the revenue stamps of their own country in their postage 
stamp albums. The printing is done in a fine jet black and almost 
resembles copper-plate. The publishers have, in accordance with 
the wishes of a large number of eminent Philatelists, adopted the 
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oblong form, as itadmits of nearly every set being placed in a line 
by themselves. It is to be sold at the exceedingly low price of one 
dollar and a half; we must admit to being rather credulous as to 
the price, as we should not think the paper could be purchased for 
that money, but are informed thatit is specially m: eadien tured for 
them, and that the edition is fifteen thousand, which accounts for 
its marvelous cheapness. 

Mason’ s Coin and Stamp Colle clors’ Magazine, Second Volume. 

Philadelphia: Mason & Co. 

The second volume of this excellent paper has been brought to a 
close with the December number, by, to quote the editor's words, 
a “coup d etat, he having, with this number, changed the order 
of things, combining the December, January, February and March 
into one number,”’ so that the third volume will commence with 
January. 

In looking through its well-filled pages we find a large amount 
of very interesting information, calculated to instruct all classes of 
readers, together with satistics and data of great importance to 
numismatists. 

In regard to the second half of its name we cannot say as much, 
but notice in the last number that there is to be an assistant editor 
to take charge of the Philatelic department. Should the proprietors 
succeed in obtaining one as accomplished as he of the Numismatic 
chair, we shall expect great things in the future. 


Clippings. 

WE COMMENCE THIS VOLUME with a subscription list of nearly 
two thousand. So it must be obvious to our Boston cotemporary 
that it is not to our interest to advertise his paper in our editorial 
columns, however absurd or impudent his assertions may be. 

THE PRIZE of fifty dollars worth of stamps offered at the August 
meeting of the New York Philatelic Society to the person obtaining 
the largest number of subscribers to the American Journal of 
Philately, was awarded to W. R. Pettigrew, of 91 Fourth Street, 
Williamsburg, L. I. 

CHEAP OcrkA™ PostTaGe.—Mr. Sumner introduced a resolaition in 
favor of cheap ocean postage, setting forth that the present rates of 
postage to Great Britain and France are a burdensome tax, often 
amounting to a prohibition of foreign correspondence, although 
letters can be carried at less cost on sea than on land; that by 
increasing correspondence and by bringing into the mails available 
matter now clandestinely conveyed, cheap ocean postage would 
become self-supporting, and that cheap ocean postage would tend 
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to quicken commerce, diffuse knowledge, promote the intercourse 
of families and friends separated by the ocean, multiply the bonds 
of peace and good will among the nations, advance the progress of 
liberal ideas, and thus, while important to every citizen, become 
the active and able agent of the merchant, the emigrant and the 
philanthropist and the friend of liberty ; and, in view of these con- 
siderations, requesting the President to open negotiations with the 
Kuropean powers, particularly with Great Britain, France and 
Germany, for the establishment of cheap ocean postage. The reso 
lution was tabled and ordered to be printed.—Senate, Fortieth 
Congress, Dec. 7th, 1868. 

There are 360 names of post offices in this State which have, as a 
prefix, either North, South, East or West, those beginning with 
West being a little more numerous, as the growth generally took 
that direction -—-Hvening Post. 


Correspondence. 
New York, January 10th, 1869. 

Mr. Editor :—When I first commenced ‘stamp collecting,” 
some time since, I was entirely in the dark in regard to the petty 
details of the most interesting study of Philately. How to com- 
mence ; what album to employ ; who to purchase of, and how to 
prepare and insert stamps,—all these points I have had to learn by 
actual practice, and desiring to obviate the difficulties under which 
most new collectors labor, “I have been tempted to give the results 
of my experience for their benefit. 

In commencing a collection the first thing needed is an album. 
Of these there are many varieties, the choice of which can be regu- 
lated by the purchaser's fancy. I think the best are Lallier’s and 
Scott's. The former has panels ruled out for the different varieties, 
and there is a letter-press description of every stamp issued up to 
the date of publication. In case new stamps are issued by coun- 
tries not now using them, leavesof drawing paper can be inserted 
in their proper places without difficulty. Scott’s Album, in many 
respects, is much better calculated for beginners than Lallier’s. — It 
contains spaces for every stamp ever issued, and blanks for new 
emissions. It is neatly printed, and bound in a variety of forms, 
and last, though not least, is very cheap, being about half the 
price of Lallier’s. The next step is to procure a good and reliable 
classified catalogue from an honest and trustworthy dealer. Of 
these there are several, one of which is published in this city. I 
leave out purposely several excellent English publications, as the 
expense of postage in getting them out is heavy and useless. 
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Prepared now with an album and catalogue the Collector may 
select, according to his taste, the stamps which please him. One 
piece of advice let me here insert: whoever you purchase stamps 
of, be sure the dealer is an honest man. I could surprise the 
readers of this article by giving a list of foreign stamps counter- 
feited in this city and Boston, by dealers who say they are willing 
to warrantevery stamp leaving their places. Several of my friends 
have found out by dear experience that such a guarantee is worth 
nothing. Upon receiving stamps which it is desirous to place in 
one’s album, the first care is to remove from the backs any paper 
which may be still adherent. This may be accomplished by plac- 
ing them in a little cold water, which, in a short time, dissolves the 
adhesive substances used, besides removing any dust on the fae 
of the stamp. I should mention in this connection, that the Rus- 
sian stamps will not bear washing, as they are printed in water 
colors. The paper on their backs, however, should be removed by 
placing a piece of wet blotting paper over the back, and letting it 
remain for a few moments. ‘The stamps should be allowed to dry, 
and may be placed in an old book to get rid of the corrugation 
wroduced by the washing. After this they are ready for insertion 
inthe album. In fixing them in, the best planis to use only mu- 
cilage prepared from fine gum arabic. On no account use the 
mucilage sold in the different stationery stores, it contains in manv 
instances acetic acid which will alter in time the fine colored inks 
used in printing stamps. In putting the solution of gum upon the 
stamp use a fine camel’s hair brush and paint only two lines at 
each end of the stamp, asis recommended by a ‘lady contributor” 
on page 14, vol. 1. 

This method of mounting admits of an easy removal in case it 
should become necessary, and is the best beyond a shadow of 
a doubt. In case stamps require removing which have been com 
pletely covered with paste on their backs, wet blotting paper should 
be allowed to remain upon the stamps for some minutes when they 
can be removed without injury to them or the album. Having laid 
the stamps upon the panels destined to receive them laya piece of 
thin paper over them and rub gently with the fingers, this proceed- 
ing will fix the stamps firmly and smoothly in their places. In 
buying stamps my preference is for canceled ones for the reason 
they have actually fulfiilled the mission for which they were created, 
while uncanceled —— many of which are made by the bank 
note companies of New York City, and may never have been near 
the countries whose postage they represent. I certainly would not 
disdain uncanceled stamps but prefer the ones actually used. I 
would here mention the names of a number of reliable dealers but 
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such a proceeding might savor of favoritism and uevdace he iol 
feelings in the minds of those not noticed. However I will advise 
every collecting friend if. they desire to become fully posted as to 
the status of dealers to apply to the Editor of the “ Journal of 
Philately,’ he is thoronghly posted and Iam sure will afford every 
information in his power. One more piece of advice and I shall have 
finished. In trimming postage stamps do not cut them too close to 
the border, and never cut away the perforation of they are a distin- 
guishing character of the stamp. Trusting these few words of 
advice may not have proved superfluous. and apologizing for occu- 
pying so much space in your valuable ‘ Journal, 
I remain very truly yours, 
COSMOPOLITAN. 

P. S. Should my existence be doubted by a ‘‘Stamp publica- 
tion’’ issued not many miles from Boston, Mass., I would be 
happy to afford this doubter ocular proof of my existence upon 
application. 


SUFFIELD, Conn., January 6th, 1869. 
Gentlemen :-—I1 enclose fifty cents, one year’s subse — to the 
American Journal of Philately, commencing with the January 
number. I like your journal very much and should think every 
collector would subscribe, and am sure all who are awake to their 
own interests will doso. It is larger and better than some journals 
which cost twice the price you ask and yours is the cheapest pub- 
lication issued of the kind, and certainly one of the best, 
Yours truly, W. A. KELSEY. 





4 Answers to Correspondents. 

C. Pelletreau, Paris.—We have written to W. P. Brown some 
months back, but have received no answer, so must conclude that 
he is dead. 

C. Van Rinsum, Amsterdam.—We return your stamps, as we 
only take subscriptions out of the U. S., as stated in our advertise- 
ments. As you are about to publish’ a magazine, we shall be 
happy to exchange. 

| Philatelist, St. Louis.—The statement in the Philatelist about 
the Whyman collection being sold for $2,000, was copied from 

American publications, and is entirely incorrect. It was not near 

as valuable as those advertised in the present number. 

) F. A. D.—You will see your question answered in our article on 

‘“‘ Newly Issued Stamps.” 








or 


ee et re 


as 


ce 7) 











Jan. 20, 1869. THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 17 


United States Local Stamps. 
BY J. W. SCOT! 


| Continued from Page 84, Vol. I.) 

Upon commencing this article we had felt confident of being 
able to place it before our readers in alphabetical order, but not 
being able to obtain the desired information in several cases, have 
concluded to describe the stamps as they come to hand. This will 
make but slicht difference, however, as each one will be found in 
the index, at the conclusion of the volume 

Dupuy AND ScHENCK overarching bee hive: PENNY PosT at 
bottom ; the whole surrounded by double ruled line; black impres 
sion on drab. 


CouNTERFEIT. —A very fair imitation, but contains several inaceu 
racies. Zest: The outline of the bee hive is nearly a perfect one. 
In the genuine it is very irregular. The counterfeit is surrounded 


by a single heavy line instead of two, one heavy and one light, as 
in the genuine 

MESSENKOPE'S UNION SQuaRE Post Office.—Surrounding a 
lamp or something like it ; we have seen it described as a fountain, 
which it most certainly is not. We have taken particular pains 
and shown it to several collectors without being able to come to 
any conclusion. Can any of our readers inform us? Black 
impression on green glazed paper. 


CouNntTERFEI?T.— 7es/ : The double lines inclosing the design are of 
nearly the same thickness. The outer line in the genuine is very 
thin and secareely discernible. There are faint rays above the 


body of the ‘‘ lamp” on both sides in the genuine. In the coun 
terfeit they are only to be seen on the right. 

JENKINS’ CAMDEN Dispatcn.—Surrounding portrait in oval, the 
whole is set in rectangle corners, cut of of vertical lines. 
Colored impression, blue; green; black. 

CouNTERFEI?T.—bhis is another excellent imitation. The only 
mark we can give asa ZJesf, is the outside bottom line of the coun- 
terfeit is composed of two lines. In the original there is only one. 

The genuine plate having fallen into the hands of a dealer, has 
been reprinted, and another color added, viz., orange; and this 
is often found canceled, from the fact of the before mentioned per 
son being in the habit of sticking one on every letter he sent by 
the side of the U. 8. Stamp, thus getting his own fancy color post 
marked to make collectors suppose that it was a genuine color. 

W ASHINGTON Crry below, ONE CENT Dispatcu forming an arch 
above, enclosing a cavalier on horseback, holding a letter in his 
left hand. Colored impression, violet. 
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We have long been acquainted with the counterfeit of this stamp, 
but had considered it fictitious, never having seen or heard of an 
original till we were favored with the loan of one by R. C. Davis, 
Esq., of Philadelphia, to whom we tender our warmest thanks. 
The stamp before us is on the original envelope, and was received 
by the above named gentleman in 1856. The date and postmark 
is on both stamp and envelope. 

CouNTERFEIT.—Thisis printed from a wood block and has a pretty 
appearance, but contains one fatal mistake—the word crry being 
omitted from the bottom. We also give the following Zest: The 
lettering is much thinner than in the genuine, a mistake common 
to nearly every counterfeit *‘ Local.’ The horseman’s hat touches 
the arch in the imitation ; in the gennine there is a distinct space. 

Watton & Co.’s City Express, Post 2 Cts., in oval, composed 
of fancy band; the whole is enclosed in a rectangle, formed of a 
heavy line. The spandrills are filled with a groundwork of hori- 
zontal lines. Black impression on glazed paper, pink. 

This appears to have been printed from a copper plate. It was 
used in Secchien in 1846. Weare unacquainted with any coun 
terfeit of this rare Stamp. 

Pricr’s Ciry Express, Post 2 Cents. Surrounding the pro- 
wrietor’s head in oval. Black impression on green glazed paper. 
Ve are not acquainted with any counterfeit of this stamp. It has 
been reprinted on the same kind of paper, and can easily be 
obtained. Original copies are very scarce. 

[ To be continued | 
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THE CHRONOLOGICAL SYSTEM. 


BY W. K,. FREEMAN. 


Continued from page 79, Vol. 1. 


PRUSSIA. 
ADHESIVE. 
Arms, embossed, (oct.) 4 pf. green. 
" - “ 6 pf. scarlet. 


QUEENSLAND. 
ADHESIVE. 
Hd. Victoria, (rect.) 1d. carmine. 
% 4 “2d. blue. 


“ “6 (oval) 1 sgr. rose. “ “ “ 3d. brown. 
« « “ 2 sgr. blue. " “ 6d. green. 
“ “ “6 8 ser. brown. rT “ ‘“ | 


1s. lilac. 
SIERRA LEONE. 


ENVELOPES. 
Arms, embossed, (oval) 1 sgr. rose. 


a 


“ ~ 2 ser. blue. : ADHESIVE. 
a % “ 8 ser. brown. Had. Victoria, (rect.) 6d. lilac. 
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SPAIN. 
ADHESIVI 
Isabella II, (rect.) 19 « 


UNITED STATES. 


ADHESIV! 


He 


Had. Frank] t 
“ Washington, aT 
Jefferson, : » 
Washington 10x 
1 
24c. violet 
Franklin HUC. OF y 
Washingto1 * OOK iarK Dine 


ENVELOPES 


Washington & Franklin, (oval) 4c. 1 
. * wt. pap ! 
6 " 
43 YY ry) 
wi ty 
buff 6 
seal , on on 
() 
a” 
0c. 1 
2A 
ie. 1 
COVER 
Washington, bl. pap. (ova c. rose 


VENEZUELA. 
ADHESIV! 


Arms, (rect.) 4 centavos, green 


1862. 


ANTIGUA 
ADHESIV!I 
Hd. Victoria, (rect.) 1d. red 
6d. greea 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
ADHESIV! 
5 centavos, rose 
10 reen 
15 
AUSTRIAN ITALY. 
ADHESIVI 


Arms, &c., (rect 


Joseph I, (rect.) 3 soldi green 
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BADEN. 
ADHESIVI 
Arms, (s¢ ire) 6 kr. bl 
KI row! 
18 reen 


OU K orange 


LETTER STAMPS 


‘ 1c! 
I 
BARBADOES. 
DHESIVI 
inna { 
BAVARIA. 
N nera s l 
BERGEDORF. 
ADHESIVI 
Al l 
wl 
BRITISH GUIANA. 
NEWSPAPER 
Various borders (sq.) lc. rose 
a ellow 
1 lue 


BUENOS AYRES. 
ADHESIVI 


obl.) 1 peso, ros 


Ha. Liberty 
"7 ~ peso, blue 


CANADA. 


ADHESIVI 


Beaver, (obl.) 5c. vermillion 
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C ONFEDERATE STATES. 
ADHESIVE, 
Calhoun, (rect.) le. orange. 
Jackson 2c. green. 
Davis 5c. blue. 
Jefferson “ 10c. rose, 
COSTA RICA. 
ADHESIVE. 
Sea Mountains, &c., (rect.) 4g real, blue. 
- - 2 reals, red 
FRENCH COLONIES. 
ADHESIVE. 
Eagle, (sq.) 1c. olive gr. 
7 5c. green. 
GERMANY—NORTH. 
\DHESIVE. 
Numeral, (sq.) 45 s. gr. green. 
- ° & orange 
1 rose, 
2 “ blue. 
 . russet brown 
GERMANY—SOUTH. 
| ADHESIVE. 
i Numer: ul (sq.) 3 kr. rose. 
; 6 kr. blue. 
: 9 kr. russet brown. 
: 


Hd. Vic t 


on 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
ADHESIVE, 
oria, (rect.) 3d. rose 
” 4d. orange red 
6d. lilac. 
9d. brown. 


ty ls. green. 
- 
i GREECE. 
ADHESIVE. 
a) Hd. Mercury, (rect.) 1 lep. brown. 
} 2 dark cinnamon 
5 “ green. 
mit 10 “ orange. 
- if 








20 “ blue. 
40 “ violet. 
80 “ carmine. 
HONG KONG. 
ADHESIVE. 


Hd. Vic toria, (rect.) 2c. brown. 


Sc. Orange. 
12c. blue. 
*  18¢e. violet. 


Had. Victoria (rect. )24c. green 
. 48c. rose. 
9bc. slat 


MOLDO-WALLACHIA. 
ADHESIVE 
Arms, (rect.) 3 paras, yellow 
6 se red 
30 “a blue. 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 


\DHESIVI 
Heraldry, (sq.) 1d. lilae brown 
, (rect.) 2d. crimson 

(tria.) 3d. green. 
(rect.) 4d. crimson 
(sq.) 5d. lilac brown 
(rect.) 6d. crimson 
6! 5d. 
Is 


NEW GRANADA. 
ADHESIV! 
Arms, (oct. ) 5c. yellow. 
_ 10c. blue, 
20c. rose. 
50c, green. 
l peso, violet 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


ADHESIVI 
Hd. Vic toria, (rect.) 1d. red 
7 2d. blue 
NEW ZEALAND. 
ADHESIVE. 
Prof. Victoria, (rect.) 3d¥ purpk 
NICARAGUA. 
ADHESIVE 
Mountain Scenery, (obl.) 2c. blu 
y 5c. black 


OLDENBURG. 
ADHESIVE 


Arms, (oval) 45 gr. green 


L¢ gr. vermillion 
gr. rose 

gr. blue. 

gr. stone. 


PERU. 
ADHESIVE. 


wae 


Arms, &c., (sq.) 1 dinero, rose 
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PORTUGAL. 


\DHESI\ 


GISTERI 


QUEENSLAND. 


1) 


SANDWICH ISLANDS 


Kamehameha 


Isabella 1 


\DHESI 


1\ 


SPAIN 


VI 


ww 


STATES OF THE CHURCH 


Arnis, &&« 


‘ 


MLESIVI 


( Cl W 
SWEDEN. 
L\DITEST\ Oca 
ow 
SWITZERLAND. 


Helvetia (ree 


THe F 


tions evel 


The QJueen, who since 


\DHESIVI 


) 


t.) 2 rap, grey 


ABRIL 
y year. 
Paris alone during 


L\TION ©} Pos’ 


Over five 





VICTORIA 
~ ital 11 
| vi 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
SIV 
WURTEMBURG. 
\ 
i 
ee 


‘GE STAMPS assumes large? propor 


undred million were struck off at 


' . ry. ) j 
isos LUVCOHILNG ONT, 


the lamented death of the Prince ¢ onsort 


has used plain note paper in her corr spondence, has adopted a 


monogram, consisting of the 1 


with the legend 


has received its last 





} 


the letter The design, which 


gal ** R°’ under an li perial Crown. 
‘Victoria’ across ; 


lnprovements from her Majesty's own hand, 
| 


is being executed in black and sily r by Mi James Macmichael. of 
King’s Road, Chelsea.”’ 


Illustrated 77 es. London. Nov. 21. 1868. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


We have written the heading, but find it a more difficult task to 
fill our allotted space this month than ever before. Searcely any- 
thing new ; we have a few alterations to note and may as well cor- 
rect an error in our last emission in describing the new penny 
Ceylon. Our printer made us say “It is pnnted in blue on gilt 
paper.”’ It should have been ‘‘ glazed paper.”’ 


CarE oF Goop Horr.—The sixpenny stamp of this country is 
now made to do duty for the fourpenny, which we suppose must be 
nearly exhausted. 


GOVERNMENT NOTICE.— No. 356—-1868. 
Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, ; 
16 November, 1868. { 
His Excellency the Governor directs it to be notified for general information that he 
has sanctioned the conversion into fourpenny postage stamps of a rebundant stock of 
stamps of the value of sixpence. This conversion has been effected by obliterating the 
words “ postage sixpence ” at the foot of the stamp, and printing across the body the word 
“ Fourpence.” 
By command of His Excellency the Governor, 
R. SouTHney, 
Colonial Secretary. 
The obliteration and printing referred to is done in red ink. 


HoLLANbD.—The one cent stamp that our readers have been ex- 
pecting for over a year has at length come to hand accompanied by 
another of the value of two cents. The design reminds us of the 
low values of Belgium. In the centre are the arms of the country 
on ashield, crowned, surrounded by branches, the whole is enclosed 
in pearled circle. The word NEDERLAND overarches the top on 
ground work of horizontal lines; value below. The colors are 
black and pale yellow, on ayia Ss They are perforated and 
printed on white unwatermarked paper. 


Sparn—Has taken us all by surprise. Stories have been going 
the rounds of the press about the stamps bearing the late Queen’s 
head being punched out of those now in use,when *‘ Loand behold!”’ 
here is a new set before us still bearing Queen Isabella's profile. 

The colors and values are : 


25 mill, blue, same type as 25 mill of last issue. 

50 “sé lilac, se es se 95 se ee es 
100 ** light brown,‘ ‘* 2curatos ‘* ry 
200 e “ec ‘green, es se. 19 “6 “ se. 
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9 CuBA—Follows the mother country in a new set, 
Sand like Spain, keeps last years’ design printed in dif 
dferent colors. The date is altered to the current year 
We have only been able to obtain one value, o/z; the 
Ben cent. The color is pale burnt sienna. It is per 
a5 forated and printed on white unwatermarked paper. 


UNITED States.—-The ninety ceat has at length made its appear 
ance, embossed on the back. It is rather surprising that the 
authorities should still continue to submit the stamps to this process 
now that it is admitted to be a failure. It will be remembered that 
it was intended to break the fibre of the paper so that the canceling 
ink would penetrate instead of merely overspreading the surface of 
he paper. It was considered that this would make it impossible 
to clean a stamp after once using. 


There is nothing new definitely decided in regard to the new issue, 
and weshould not have mentioned them had it not have been for an 
extract from Le Zimbrophile appearing in The Slamp Collectors 
Magazine, which is so manifestly false that we cannot help noticing 
it. Le Timbrophile remarks that.‘ Not one of them is well ex 
cuted : and all who have seen them have united in one opinion, that 
they ought to be rejected.’ Lt also gives the American Bank Note 
Company as the engravers. Now it is very evident that the write: 
of the quoted sentence never saw one of the specimens, for every 
one that has been struck off has the maker’s imprint onthe same 
paper, viz: The National Bank Note Company. We have no 
hesitation in saying that they are the finest specimens of engraving 
that has ever been execnted in this or any other country, and we 
have never heard one word to their disparagement. They have 
been admitted by every one that has had the pleasure of examining 
them to be the chef's d’ euvre of this celebrated firm 


Transactions of the New York Philatelic Society. 


On the 16th of January, the attendance at the regular monthly 
meeting was very slim. It was unanimously agreed to have a 
special meeting on the 8th of February, on which date the attend 
ance was larger—a quorum being present. 

President Freeman took the chair at 5 o'clock, and the minutes 
of the last meeting, December 15th, were read by ex-secretary 
W atson. 

The society then proceeded to amend articles 3, 5, 6, 7 of the 
Constitution and article 6 of the By-Laws. Ordered to be printed. 
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Several newly-issued stamps were then exhibited by members 
present, and the society adjourned until March 20th. 
Rospert DINwippiek, Jr.. Secretary. 
AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS, PASSED FEB. & 1869. 
CONSTITUTION, 

Arv. 3. ‘The annual subscription shall be two dollars and fifty 
cents ; initiation fee, one dollar. Any member may, on payment iy 
of twenty-five dollars, become a life director. : 

Art. 5. A vote of two-thirds of the members present shall be 
necessary to authorize any expenditure of funds, except for current 
expenses. : 

Arr. 6. In consideration of the amount of time and the ex pelise 
attending the duties of the Secretary, his services shall be consid- 
ered equivalent to his subscription. 

Arr. 7. The society shall meet monthly. 

BY-LAWS. 

Art. 6. A fine of twenty-five cents shall be imposed on all resi 

dent members for each and every absence. 





Curiosities of the Post Office. 
BY COSMOPOLITAN. 

When Mr. Rowland Hill’s cheap postage system went into ope- 
ration, the articles sent were extremely various, One office had, 
for contents, as officially described, ‘* three dozen bird’s eyes.”’ A 
letter from Hull to London contained ‘‘one boiled lobster.”’ From 
Norwich to Cheltenham, a live blackbird, which was actually trans- 
ported, kept and fed, and safely delivered to the address. An 
affectionate mother sent to her son a pottle of strawberries. This 
was reduced to a jam on the way, and, out of pure sympathy, it 
jammed its next neighbor, whose original contents consisted of a 
quautity of valuable lace, and its prospective owner—the person 
addressed—was the queen dowager. A black bottle, with no 


a only a lable addressed ‘Tim M——’—‘‘a wee drop 
o the crater’’—was mailed at Dublin for Bradford, in York- ; 


shire. From Perth to Berwick, a salmon. Not unfrequently 
bank notes are sent in the mail without any envelope or covering, 
merely by fastening the two ends of the note together with wafers, 
and then addressing it. Notes as large as £50 have been sent this 

yay. From Aberdeen to Ayr, two hares and a grouse; from 
Wootten Basset to Sawbridgeworth, six packages of wedding cake 
and one plum pudding in the same mail. Live leeches have been 
sent in Staadem, and the bladders bursting, the leeches have been 


Dec RSD Sa oe 








Be lel.. 











Feb. 20, 1869. THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 25 


l 


found investigating and exploring the interior of her majesty’s 
mails. A live mouse, a corkscrew, a paper of shoe nails, a roast 
pheasant to Mrs. . Brighton: part of a human limb for dissee 
tion (detected by the smell), rolls of cigars, lucifer matches, deto 
nating powder, prussic acid, a pistol londed to the muzzle, a poodle 
dog, a sailor's jacket, bottles of perfumery, a sheath knife, a full 


suit for an infant to Lady | . with loves” a jar of pickles, a 
porcelain tea set, a box full of live spiders, a young alligator on 
horned lizard, alive, *‘to Master | 1 . to assist him in his 
natural history studies’ a case of dentist's instruments, daguet 
reoty pe portraits, and a live frog, are amone the multifarious arti 


cles that are sometimes sent as letters. There is a regulation that 
requires all glass, edged tools, pyrotechnics, liquids, and whateve1 
is hable to injure the mail, to be stopped, but many t] 
travel, unobserved, to their journey’s end. 

Sometimes newspapers are made to carry brief messages, the 
sender supposing there can be no harm in sending ** just a word.” 
Here are samples of writing attempted to be concealed in a news- 
paper, with the penalty attached, double letter postage—fourpence 
for every ounce: 


ese things 


“With my love,” , Is dd | ** Now, postman, don’t you 
‘* All well,”’ Is Od steal this paper,” Is 4d 
‘*My dearest,” Os Sd **Send your daguerreo 
‘Pray, come soon,”’ Is 4d type.” Is 4d 
‘Baby well,” ls Od “IL leave to morrow,’ Is 4d 


Most of these singular packages are prep: id, but if the person to 
whom they are addressed will not take the letter or package, it may 
be returned, and the sender compelled, by summary process, to 
pay the full amount of postage, being double the sum it would 
have been if paid in advance. 

The articles that pass through our own post office are quite as 
varied as those of our English neighbors. A writer in //owrs at 
Home Sayr: 

‘Ll have once more visited the dead letter office—a visit that 
always gives pleasure and gratifies curiosity. Here I saw clerks 
taking $500 a day out of the letters so profusely scattered over their 
desks, and among the various articles recently taken out of thei 
envelopes I noticed the following: slippers, valentines, a duck’s 
head, thermometers, false teeth, pistols, mittens. fern leaves, false 
hair, laces, paper collars, epaulets, horns, pipes, watch cases, 
hoops, albums, dolls (one of them two feet high—it must have 
required a monster envelope), butterflies, mats, medicines, silver 
goblets of full size, earrings, butter knives, spoons, gold and silver 








: 
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watches (very little gold and silver about them, however), shells, 

purses, soap, sugar, tea, coffee, bows and arrows, books, pictures, 

a box of cigars, a bottle of Jamaica ginger, a squirrel’s tail, prisms, 

combs, boxes, &e.”’ ‘ 
It used to be a common source of amusement to the clerks to 

repeat the old story of rural members of Congress sending home 

under the official frank their dirty linen for the wash. How true 

the report is I cannot say. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


The Permanent Postage Stamp Album. By H. Starrorp SMItR. 
London: E. Marlborough & Co. ; Brighton: Stafford Smith & Co. 
With great pleasure we introduce to our readers this new album, 

arranged upon the permanent system, that is to say, it has supple 
mentary leaves distributed through the book to meet future de- 
mands, but we cannot say how any album can possibly be perma- 
nent, excepting arranged upon the chronological system. Admit- 
ting the work before us is sufficient for ten years to come, it certainly 
is not for one hundred, consequently cannot be permanent. 

On the first page we notice a very good map of the world—good 
because it only contains those places issuing stamps, and notes 
them all, such as Sarawak, Orange, Free States, &c., and is not 
filled with a lot of useless names, 7. e., to the stamp collector. 

In the preface the author has done us the honor to give an en 
graving and plan for affixing stamps in an album, as advocated by 
us in page 14, vol. I. The design is very similar throughout to the 
Mulready series. We are very sorry to see four pages devoted to 
the Hamburg humbugs, and also note six spaces left for the Para- 
guay interloper exposed in our last. Our only serious objection 
is being printed on both sides of the paper. It altogether presents 
a very neat appearance, the binding being especially attractive. 
We predict a large sale for it in England. 

The Philatelist s Album for American and Foreign Postage and a 
Revenue Stamps. New York: J. W. Scott & Co., 34 Liberty St. 
Last month we gave a short notice of this work from advance 

sheets. It is now before us in all the beauty of its elegant binding. 

It contains a complete list of the United States revenue stamps, 

which we shall take the liberty of transferring to our own columns. 

It is ruled to contain nearly 6,000 stamps, and is altogether the best 

album for the youthful amateur extant. The dollar edition is very 

neatly got up in illustrated wrappers. The binding, being gray, 
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does not get soiled so easily as yellow, in which this style of bind- 
ing is generally done. We notice, by the table in the commence 
ment, that there has not been two thousand distinct varieties of 
government postage stamps issued. There is not the least doubt 
but what this will meet with an unprecedented demand. 


Clipping's. 

[ musT again urge that steps be immediately taken to erect a 
suitable post office in the city of New York A most eligible site 
has been purchased there for this purpose he necessities of the 
public service demand that there shall be no further delay in this 
case. The building now occupl (| for a post offie is W hat is left of 
an old church. tt is patehed and battered, full of dark corners 
and discomforts. The sunlight can scarcely penetrate its gloomy 
interior. Gas is burnt there day and night, and men work by it. 
[tis over an old graveyard, and under its rotten floors lie skulls 
and bones and the damp mold of dead men. On removing the 
floors for repairs a short time ago, thes» unwelcome sights were 
exposed to view. The building is unfit for any use whatever; yet 
there, in summer and winter, in heat and cold, by gaslight, from 
night until morning, and from morning until night, 300 men are at 
work for the people of the whole United States, and inhaling a pois- 
oned atmosphere every breath they draw. It is a disgrace to the 
city of New York and a disgrace to the nation. An average of 
nearly thirty men are sick all the time from laboring in that un- 
wholesome place. Postmaste r-t7¢ neral Randall s Report. 

The Round Table of Jan. 9, in its ** Table Talk,” on page 29, 
cites, as ‘‘an amusing illustration of the astounding ignorance 
which even well-informed Englishmen sometimes exhibit in talking 
of American affairs,”’ the fact that, in the article on Philately in 
Routledge’s Hvrery Boys Book, ** we are gravely assured that 
among the engravings on United States postage stamps are heads 
of Mr. Lincoln and General Thomas (Stonewall) Jackson. Stamps 
of the Confederacy, we are likewise informed, were ornamented 
with a portrait of Hickory Jackson, a hero of the war 1812.”’ Now 
the head of Lincoln does appear upon the 15 cent United 
States stamp, which was put forth in 1866, and that of Andrew 
Jackson did adorn two distinct stamps of the Confederacy ; so that 
the only blunder in the article was the assertion in regard to 
Stonewall Jackson, hose portrait never appeared upon any stamp 
whatever. ‘‘ Of course, mistakes of this sort are not very heinous,” 
but the Rownd Table should be surer of its knowledge before 
attempting to point out the ‘‘ astounding blunders’’ of those bet- 
ter informed than itself. 








. 
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Correspondence. 
BOTH SIDES OF THE QUESTION, 


HEIDELBERG, Dro. 28, 1868. 
Epitor AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY: 

Srr—We have this day received, throngh a friend, the back 
numbers of the American Journal of Philately. 

We take great pleasure in expressing to you our agreeable sur 
prise to see how beautifully this periodical had been got up. It not 
only is equal to any, but also surpasses by far, may of its sisters. 

We have shown it about and it has everywhere created a sensa 


tion. Yon may expect soon to have subscribers from this part of 


the world. Yours truly, Dit BrreEFMARKENHANDLUNG, 
pp. W. H. Faber & Co., Heidelberg 


To show that there are differences of opinion on all subjects, 
we print the following letter we received from an unprincipled 
youth of weak intellect. 


Montrosk, FE. 10, 1859. 
J. W. Scorr & Co: DEAR Sirs—Enclosed please find fifty cents 
for which you may send me, for one year commencing Jan. 1869, 
that sheet cal/ed **The American Journal of Philately,’ not because 
that I think it amounts to anything (for I take a paper of Mr. Trifet 
that beats it all to pieces), but that I may read the maces of slang 
that is hurled at every ‘‘ Stamp Dealer” except ** J. W. 8. & Co.,”’ 
which is about @/Z that is contained in said JouRNAL. But fifty 
cents won't break me, and it may be the making of you. ‘ 

F. A. DEANS. 


Answers to Correspondents. 


E. B. V.—We cannot answer persons by post if they do not en 
close stamp for return postage. Every paper leaves this office 
carefully wrapped and addressed, and if subscribers do not receive 
it by the 21st of the month in good condition the fault is with the 
postmaster, to whom they should apply for redress. If papers are 
sent in the middle of the month we have to pay postage. Single 
copies can be obtained at 10 cents each, post free. 


C. W. W.—We never send receipts for subse nvelope whe the paper 
ope when we sign 


except it is enclosed in a stamped directed enve 
it and return. 





THE AMERICAN JORNAL OF PHILATELY. Feb. 20, 1869. 
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Franks and Franking. 
BY COSMOPOLITAN. 


A number of articles have lately appeared in the different pa- 
pers on the abuse of the franking privilege. As this ‘fri ee 
is one way of paying postage, or rather one way of sending lette 
free, and as Philately embraces everything relating to postage, | 
am tempted to encroach upon your time and space, hoping to in- 
terest your readers, by giving a short Gece ription of the different 

franks and the persons entitled to use them. In the first place, a 
ak is, in the abstract, simply a person’s name written upon the 
back of a letter or document, with the official tithe which allows 
the person free postage. Those who can tiius pass letters, docu- 
ments or parcels free are Congressmen, Senators, Heads of Depart- 
ments, Postmasters, and a host of other officials too numerous to 
mention, as the above-named are sufficient to illustrate the subject. 

A Congressman or Senator, if he desires to send a communica- 
tion, is expected by the Post Office Department to place his name, 
in his own proper handwriting, in the nght-hand corner of the en- 
closure, with his officia] title. This regulation is one ‘‘ more hon- 
ored in the breach than the observance,’’ as not one person out of 
fifty entitled to the franking privilege ever thinks of writing his 
name. The way the matter is managed is as follows: These labor- 
saving gentlemen have made for themselves stamps resembling 
somewhat those used for marking, and with one of these stamps 
and an ink pad, a boy can easily frank ten thousand documents a 
day. It has long been a custom for Congressmen to send under 
their official franks all sorts of matter. In the last political con- 
test whole editions of campaign journals and papers were scattered 
broadcast through the land by means of these franks. Whether 
our law-givers should have this liberty allowed them I do not pre- 
tend to discuss, as altogether foreign to our subject, but this is the 
abuse spoken of in the papers. A frank, then, is simply a name 
of a privileged person attached to any matter passing through the 
mails. For instance, the Honorable Jolin Smith wishes to write to 
his friend Horace Greeley, he addresses his letter as follows : 

John Smith, M. ¢ 
Horace Greeley, Esq.., 
New Yor?. 


The magical words John Smith, M. C., pass the letter free to its 
destination. The heads of departments all us» these stamps, and 
certainly have good need to, as the mass of official correspondence 
leaving their Bureaus is enormous. 














30 THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. Mar. 20, 1869. 


‘All papers sent through the mail from these different offices are 
marked in this way, varying, of course, the name of the Bureau: 


Official Business. War Department, 
Adjutant General s Office, 
L. Thomas, Adjutant Gen. 
Lieut. Peter Brown, 
U.S. Army. 


In post-marking this sort of mail matter, the Postmaster gener- 
ally stamps as near over the name as possible. I think nowI have 
fully explained what is meant by franking. As no Coubt many of 
your readers collect everything in the way of stamps, I would pro- 
pose to them to make a collection of these franks. I am sure they 
will consider, in the end, neither time nor money wasted. 

These franks are a species of postage, and apart from the variety 
in analbum,the collector would obtain fac similes of the autographs 
of our eminent men. In order to further this proposition, I will 
present to any of the subscribers to the American Journal of Phi- 
lately, who will communicate to me through the editor of this paper, 
a good specimen of an official frank. Should they reside out of 
New York City, of course it will be necessary for them to enclose 
stamp to prepay postage. Should any of my stamp collecting 
friends desire to obtain any particular frank, I shall be glad to fur- 
nish it through Mr. Scott, if obtainable. Before closing I desire to 
say a few words upon a subject which appears to be very imper- 
fectly understood. I allude to the aseuteg ‘postage currency,” 
the proper name of which is ‘fractional currency.”’ The manner 
in which the name originated is as follows: At the commencement 
of the war, numbers of our patriotic citizens, distrusting the sta- 
bility of one of the best Governments the world ever saw, commenced 
hoarding up all the specie they could get hold of. As a natural 
consequence small change became very scarce, and persons were 
at a loss hov to manage. Some inventive genius suggested the use 
of postage stamps as currency, and the idea was eagerly adopted. 
Many stamps of different values were pasted upon cards and passed 
readily for small change. The Government, seeing this proceedure 
anestuablished custom, determined to issue a species of paper money, 
which was accordingly done, and being authorized by Act of Con- 
gress, March 5, 1863, became a legal tender. If my memory serves 
me, the old five cent notes had upon them a representation of a 
five cent stamp, as well as some of the other notes. This I know to 
be the the real origin of the term “ postage currency.”’ 

I hope ere long to give the readers of this article a complete list 
of all the officials entitled to use the franking privilege for the 
transaction of public business. 


Pik: 
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Notes on the “Rivadavia Series” of the Argentine 
Republic. 


BY WILLARD K. FREEMAN. 


A twelvemonth has scarcely passed since the ‘large figure” 
Argentine Confederation was the general topic of conversation 
among philatelists both at home and abroad. Long and persistent 
were the arguments in its favor, and many were the letters bearing 
upon the subject transmitted from continent to continent. After a 
warfare of two years (December, 1866), the acknowledgment of a 
bona fide issue of ‘large figures”? was unanimously admitted. 

While examining my collection a short time since, | observed a 
great difference between a number of the 5 centavas stamps of the 
‘* Rivadavia Series,’ and upon closer inspection I have discovered 
two marked varieties—two distinct sets—a large and a small 


jigure. 


Before going into the minute details which characterize the one 
from the other, perhaps a sketch of the past birth, life and death 
of these stamps may not be uninteresting to your readers. 

The set comprising three stamps: 5 centavas red, 10 centavas 
green, 15 centavas blue, was printed in Paris in 1864. 

In due course of time, the first stock was exhausted, and a second 
and third were forwarded to the postal authorities. 600,000 5 cen- 
tavas stamps formed part of this latter order, and, together with 
the 1,500,000 previously sent, aided much to wear upon the dies. 
In July, 1868, the plates were so badly worn, that it became neces- 
sary to forward them to the American Bank Note Company, of this 
city, to meet the proper repairs. They were returned to Paris in 
October, and once more employed. It is therefore quite natural 
to suppose that the 5c.—the smallest value—would have been used 
more frequently than the others, and that each time a batch was 
worked off the plates would be in want of some little repair. 
And thus the variations have been brought about; those of 
the last order differing very widely from those first sent to the 
Republic. 

THe LarGre Figures (as previously referred to) are much more 
prominent in the 5c. than on the other specimens, yet there is 
considerable difference between the |Oand 15e’s of the 1864 and 1866 
issues. But to examine more closely I have chosen the lowest 
value. Inthe darge figure the back ground is clearly defined, be- 
ing composed of fine lines crossing each other at right angles, thus 
forming minute diamonds, and the printing is very distinct. In 
the small figure many of the specimens are perfect blotches—the 
back ground, a plain, unbroken surface, and the printing scarcely 
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legible. The principal difference, of course, is the figure 5, which 
occupies the angles of the stamp. The curved surface to the right 
is distinctly shaded with a dark line, and the space between the 
two lines giving the shape to the figure, is a blank, unbroken 
ground ; while in many of the smaller type the figure itself is run 
together in several places, dividing the bend from the upper part, 
etc. Another prominent variety consists in the superior execution 
of the head of Rivadavia in the one, and the ferocious expression 
depicted in the other; the position of the eyes and the distance 
from the left corner of the mouth to the ear also are all marked dif- 
ferences, which may be discovered upon close inspection. The 
large figure is 5 longer than any of its smad/ figured brethren. | 
know of no series of stamps which vary so much in color as this 

Rivadavia issue. 

Throngh the kindness of the members of the ‘‘New York Phi- 
latelic Society,’’ I have before me a hundred specimens of the sev- 
eral values, and I append : 

A LIST OF THE ‘‘RIVADAVIA IS8U®.”’ 

1864. Name (Republica Argentina) and value in colored letters in 
oval frame, containing bust of President Don Bernardin 
Rivadavia, to left; figure of value in each angle; col. 
imp., rect., unperforated, unw’mk’d. 

5 centavas (a) brick red *. 

Same, wimk’d R. A., thick paper. 

5 centavas (b) brick red. 
(c) rose, 
186%. Same, ‘‘ Large Figure.”’ 
5 centavas (d) red 
(e) reddish brown. 

1866. October. ‘‘ Smaller Figures.”’ 
5 centavas (f) red. 

Varieties, thinner paper, perforated. 
(g) rose. 
(h) light brick. 
(i) brownish red. 
(j) lake. 
(k) deep lake. 
(1) carmine. 

1864. Bust of President in oval, name (Republica) above, and (Ar- 
gentina) below, in white letters, figure of value in each 
angle, col. imp., rect., unperforated, unw’ mk’ d. 

10 centavas (a) green *. 

Same, wmk’d R A., thick paper. 

10 centavas (b) dark green. 
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1866. Same, ‘‘ Large jigqure e.?? 
10 centavas (c) deep green. 
(d) greenish blue. 
1866. October. *‘ Smaller Figures.”’ 
10 centavas (e) green. 
Varieties, thinner paper, perforated. 
(f) light green. 
(2) dark green. 
(h) yellow green. 
(i) emerald green. 
(}) deep oTreen, 
(k) myrtle green. 
i864. Name (Republica Argentina) and value in col. letters in 
oval frame, containing bust of President, figure of value 
each side ; col. imp., rect., unperforated, unw’ mk’ d. 
15 centavas (a) blue.’ 
Same, wmk’d R. A., thick paper. 
15 centavas (b) dark blue. 
(c) light blue. 
1866. Same, **‘ Large Figures.” 
15 centavas (d) dull blue, 
1866. October. ‘* Smalle Figures.” 
15 centavas (e) blue. 
(f) light blue. 
Varieties, glossy paper, perforated. 
(g) French blue. 
Same, thinner paper. 
(h) pale blue. 
(i) dark blue. 
(j) intense blue. 
(k) cobalt. 


*It is stated that Dr. Magnus possesses these specimens ob/iter 
ated, and hence our classification. 


Many A MickLE MAKES A MuvucKkie.—It has been estimated. 
by careful calculation, that if, during the last postal year, stamped 
envelopes had been used in every instance where postage stamps 
were put on the letters and packages mailed in these United States, 
the mere omission of those tiny squares of paper would have Jess 
ened the weight of the mail-bags by more than forty thousand 
pounds, and have saved in paper alone fifteen or twenty thousand 


{ dollars.— Hearth and Home. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


We will commence this month’s article by presenting our readers 
with the engravings of several stamps that have been described in 
last month’s JouRNAL. We often nas 
obtain information from our Euro- 
pean contemporaries and corre- 
spondents within a few days of 
going to press, sometimes uot hav- 
ing an opportunity of seeing the 
stamps we describe, and often only 
Obtaining acanceled specimen, from *~- 
which it is impossible to obtain a correct engraving; and even 
when we are fortunate enough to get a clean copy, our artist may 
not have the necessary time to prepare the engraving. We make 
these remarks by way of an apology for the late 
appearance of some of the cuts. 

Our first cut represents the new penny Ceylon. It 
is followed by the 50 m. de esc. Spain, which is the 
only one of the new set presenting sufficient varia- 
tion from the last issue to be worth reproducing. 
We also give the type of the new Holland described 
in our last. They are already beginning to get 
quite plentiful here, both clean and canceled. 

Brazit.—tThe entire set of the present issue are now being printed 
on chemical paper, which gives them a bluish tinge. We under- 
stand that the change in paper is made in consequence of the 
stamps being cleaned by fraudulent parties and used over again. 
We have lately seen all the preceding set (Roman figures) perforated. 
It is as great an improvement in appearance as it is an advantage 
in separating the sheet. 

}UBA.—We are now enabled to give the colors of the other values 
not mentioned in our last. The colors for the present year are : 

5 centimos, pink. 20 centimos, orange. 
10 do ight brown. 40 do lilae. 
They are perforated but unwatermarked. 

Breterum.—The color of the 20c. is now changed to a grayish 
blue. Le Timbre-Poste gives the report of a new issue in prepara- 
tion for this country, which will, in all probability, bear the effigy 
of the reigning king. 

CorRIENTES.—Our European contemporaries have at last admit- 
ted the variety on yellow paper to be genuine. 

TurKEY, like Cuba, has got up a new set on an economical plan, 
having simply changed the color of its stamp without any apparent 
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reason. The unpaid letter stamps still retain their primitive brown. 
The adhesives are as follows: 


10 paras, lilac. 2 piastres, orange. 
20 do green. 5 do blue. 
1 piastre, yellow. 25 do __ vermillion. 


Russta.—Has at last given us something new in the shape of envel- 
opes. It will be seen, \ 


by the annexed design, \~ -~ 

that in this case itisa J 

change for the worse. 

The new set reminds us . / 

of the eagle Austrians, iis, a 





the last we should have 
suspected the Russian government of copying. 

The stamps are printed in the left-hand corner of the envelope. 
The values and colors are as follows: 

10 kopecks, brown. 20 kopecks, blue. 
30 kopecks, rose. 

A change has also been made in the watermark of the adhesives. 
We give a reduced copy of the design. 

GamBrA.—Another of the British colonies in Africa are about to 
issue postage stamps of their own. The design consists of the head 
of Queen Victoria. The stamps are nearly square, and are of the 
values of four and six pence. The colors are brown and blue, 
respectively. 

TRANSVAAL Repusiic.—Africa will soon boast as many ‘‘ stamp- 
producing”? countries as this continent if they continue. It was 
about this time last year that we first noticed a set for Orange States, 
and now Gambia and the Transvaal Republic follow in quick sue- 
cession. The more the merrier say we, and hope to give more 
information in regard to this set next month. 

Danish West INpiEs.—We understand a new set of stamps are 
being prepared by a steamship company, under the sanction of the 
authorities. 

UNITED SratTEs.—Our readers may look out for the new stamps 
early in April, but they must not think that we were trying to fool 
them if they do not get them 

British CoLumBIA adds to its present values the following, 
which are printed from the old 3-penny die, the same as is now 
doing duty as a two cent: 

5 cents, orange red. 25 cents, yellow. 
10 cents, pink. 50 cents, violet. 
1 dollar, green. 
The value and obliteration will be printed in black. 
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ABYSSINIA.—We notice in the Philatelist that the ‘* Field Force”’ 


in Abyssinia used a small pink envelope stamped with a couple of 


4 annas, Indian adhesives, obliterated with the letters A. F. F. P., 
and hand stamped on the reverse with a circle of words reading 
ABYSSINIAN FIELD Force Post. 

W urtEmMBuURG.—The | kreuzer of the new set has at length made 
its appearance. The design is the same as the 7, of which an en- 
graving was given in the January number. It is printed in pale 
green on white unwatermarked paper, and is perforated in the same 
style as the Prussian. 


The New Postage Stamps.---National Designs of a 
Pogramatic Character. 

As previously noticed in this paper, preparations are being made 
for the introduction of the new series of postage stamps furnished 
to the post office department, according to contract, by the National 
Bank Note Co., of this city. The new stamps are calculated to 
excite no little attention, as in design they are a novel application 
of the national symbolism generally adopted for the artistic em- 
bellishment of postage stamps. 

The similarity of monarchical institutions—the one form of gov- 
ernment common to the European postal system, has confined the 
symbolism of stamps to the heads of the reigning sovereigns, 
national crowns, or the heraldic escutcheons of dynasties; but 
owing to their modern origin and the republican form of govern- 
ment, the United States have originated for themselves a national 
symbolism that is independent of the laws of heraldry, and in 
keeping with the new era of human progress, of which they are 
the acknowledged exponents. The new issue is based upon this 
distinction. It is a kind of symbolism confined for the most part 
to the distinctive mission of our American institutions. It bears 
wherever it goes, throughout our own continent or over the sea, our 
national flag, and our national colors, red, waite and blue. 

The one cent stamp heads the list with the vignette of Benjamin 
Franklin, the first Postmaster General under the Colonial system, 
as well as the first under the Confederation preparatory to thie 
Federal Union. In the two, three, and twelve cent stamps, there is 
an illustration of the improvements in mail transportation, from 
the primitive rider on horseback to the railroad for land service, 
and the steamship for ocean service. The remaining six of the set 
are also national, and as such form a series of their own, beginning 
in the six cent with a handsome copy of the face of Washington, 
as in Stuart’s picture in the White House, and finishing with the 
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ninety-cent with the head of Lincoln, as suggestive of a new era of 
universal freedom. Two others, the fifteen and twenty four cents 
respectively, have microscopical engravings of the Landing of Col- 
umbus and of the Signing of the Declaration of Independence in 
the Rotunda of the Capitol—the former recalling the opening of 
this continent to the advancement of modern civilization, the latter 
implying the consecration of its vast area to the protection and 
enforcement of the inalienable rights of all men. In the ten cent 
stamp the emblem of America appears perched on the American 
shield, while in the thirty cent stamps all the national emblems are 
included, the eagle, the shield, and the flag, and presenting also 
the *‘ Red, White and Blue.’’—Associated Press. 


Transactions of the New York Philatelic Society. 

The regular monthly meeting of this Society was held at their 
rooms, on Saturday, the 13th inst., at half past four o’clock, P. M. 

After the usual routine of business the Secretary read some inter- 
esting letters received since the last meeting, including a very com- 
plimentary one from our newly elected honorary member. 

A resolution was passed requesting those members who have 
changed their residence or place of business to communicate their 
new addresses to the Secretary. 

Mr. **L. H. B., of West Springfield, Mass.,’’ correspondent of 
the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine, having been proposed, was unani- 
mously elected an honorary member of this Society. 

An article on the ‘*St. Louis Stamps,” by Mr. L. W. Durbin, 
was read by Mr. Scott, which will shortly be published. 

The Society adjourned at half past six o’clock until called by 
Board of Directors. 

Ropert Dinwippie, Secretary. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 
The Continental Philatelic Magazine. No. 1, February. Am- 
sterdam: C. Van Rinsum. 

We commenced collecting postage stamps in 1858, and have 
continued an ardent philatelist up to the present day. During that 
time we have been. acquainted with a large number of collectors, 
but are sorry to add that by far the greater part were simply col- 
lectors, caring very little about the history of the stamps, or any- 
thing connected with them. It seemed to be the height of the am- 
bition of those having Lallier’s albums to fill all its pages, whereas 
those who collected in a blank book generally only purchased 
pretty specimens—a Costa Rica stamp having greater value in their 
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eyes than an 1854 Luzon. We have often tried to induce such an 
one to subscribe to 6ne of the many excellent stamp papers, but 
have been invariably answered, ‘‘the reading is too dry.’ We 
wish particularly to call the attention of these to The Continental 
Philatelic Magazine. It is the most amusing paper published. 
It afforded us more merriment than any thing that had come into 
our hands for years. 

The editor, in his opening, states, ‘‘It grieves*us that we can’t 
ace in this first number the article which the great philatelist, Mr. 
Raw. L. Pemberton, had promised us.”” We should advise him 
not to insert any communication from the gentleman he names, as 
it would entirely alter the character of his paper. It now oceupies 
a distinct place amongst philatelic literature. As the publishers 
have an agent in Canada we predict a large sale for it here, as it is 
far superior to any comic paper published in America. It has the 
honor of being the first European paper to describe the new issue 
for the United States. 


Correspondence. 
To the Editcer of the American Journal of Philately : 

DEAR Sir: I have in my collection a stamp that I have never 
seen mentioned in any of the stamp magazines, and as I found it 
amongst some waste paper that had been accumulating some years 
I am unable to trace its history. Can you, or any of your readers, 
furnish the desired information. The design of the stamp is as fol- 
lows: Transverse oblong, composed of single lines, with SoLDIER’s 
LETTER on the left side, 45Tm REGIMENT at top, and N. Y.38. V. 
on the right side. In the centre is written A. R. Basson, Adjt. 
The whole is surrounded by four fine lines. It is printed black on 
heavy buff paper. The size of this singular stamp is 14 inches*by 
#ofaninch. Hoping, if the stamp is not well known, you will find 
space for this in your valuable paper, Iam sir, Yours very truly, 

AN ADMIRER. 
To the Editor of the American Journal of Philately : 

Dear Str: I notice in the article on the Brattleboro’ Stamp, in 
No. 13 of the JouRNAL, that you state: ‘‘ They are, so far as I have 
been able to find, canceled with a stroke of red ink drawn in part 
across them.’’ TIenclose for your inspection one on the original 
letter. with the word paid printed half across*the stamp. Please 
return it at your earliest convenience, 

And believe me yours, truly, 
BRATTLEBORO’. 

[The letter in question was received by L. B. Woodruff, of this 
city, in 1846. It is post-marked Brattleboro, Vt., October 10th, in 
red ink, and is also stamped with the word paid. The stamp is 
canceled with the same word.—EDb. | 
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Clippings. 


LIST OF UNITED STATES REVENUE STAMPS. 


Agreement, 

Bank Check, 

Bill of Lading, 

sil] of Sale of V esse 1. 

Bond, 

Certificate, 

Contract 

Charter Party, 

Conveyance, 

Entry of Goods, 

om ixXpress, ‘ : ; 
Foreign Exe hange. 3, 5, 10, 15, 


Insurance, 
Lease, . 

Life Insurance, 
Lottery Ticket, 
Manifest, 


Mortgage, 4 ; HO, 


Original Process. 
Passage Ticket, 
Playing Cards, 
Power of Attorney, 
Probate of Will. 
Protest, 
Proprietary, 
Surety bond, 

Te legr: aph, 


U. S. Internal Revenue, 
Wa arehouse Receipt, 
Writ. 


Those marked with note of 


catalogued, we do not believe to exist. 


2 

10 

95. HO? 
95, 50? 
10, 25 
; A ; 10 
: ; 1.00. 3.00, 5.00, 10.00 
502, 1.00, 2.00, 5.00, 10.00, 20.00 
25, 50, 1.00 

12,5 


90, 30, 50, 70, 1.00, 1.30, 1.60, 1.90 
Inland Exe hange, 14, 2%, 3%, 4, 5, 6 


10, 15, 20. B0, 40, GO, 1.00, 1.50 
2.50, 3.50 

10%, 25, 502, 1.002 

50. 1.00 

95. 5O. 1.00 

‘ . . ‘ HO? 

, : 1.00, 3.00, 5.00, 10.002 
1.00, 2.00. 5.00, 10.00, 15.00, 25.00 
5O 

, 50. 1.00 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10? 

: : : 10. 25. 50%. 1.00 
5v, 1.00, 2.00, 5.00, 10.00, 20.00 

. . 25 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 

50 

; 1,3 

2. 50.00. 200.00 

D5 

° . . ° . Hu? 
interrogation, although generally 
All the two cent, exce pt 


the U. S. Internal Revenue, are in two colors, viz.: blue and yel- 


low..—The Philatelist s Album. 


Curtous CANCELATION.—Many collectors have been puzzled by 
the discoloration on nearly every specimen of BLoop’s Penny Post 
Stamp. It is simply the method of cancelation employed. The 
clerk, instead of using a stamp and ink pad, simply dips a pencil 
in acid and touches the stamp, which instantly destroys the color. 
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SOME misapprehension has existed touching the use of the high 
values 5 pesos and 10 p., which we arein a position to clear up. 
It seems so many single letters had been ‘strayed or stolen”’ 
during their transportation from Sante Fé de Bogota to the Port of 
Santa Marto, that the merchants there are in the habit of enclosing 
the whole of their correspondence in one or sometimes more pack- 
ets, the risk of loss being sometimes considerably less. The same 
contrivance is employed by the Mexican merchants for London cor- 
respondence ; large packets frequently arriving here, addressed to 
the British postmaster, which are opened, and the contents distri- 
buted to the respective consignees.— The Philatelist. 


New CaLeponta.—Our publishers have photographed the entire 
sheet of New Caledonia stamps, thus putting it in the reach of all 
to cover up that eyesore of nearly every collector, page 13, of Lal- 
lier’s album. 

The photographs being printed on unglazed paper, and the exact 
size and shape of the originals, we should advise collectors to be on 
the alert so as not to be swindled by them. To prevent fraud, 
Messrs. J. W. Scott & Co. have had the back of the sheets printed 
over. 


Answers to Correspondents. 


EK. L. PEMBerToN, BrruineHam.—Yours of the 12th of October 
was promptly answered, giving the information you required. We 
have sent the JourRNAL regularly, as also the back numbers, but 
have not received any answer to ours yet. 


PriquiiLo, Boston.—Your communication in regard to the Hay- 
tien stamps was not what we expected. We should be glad to have 
any information you can furnish in regard to the new stamps, but 
if we were to commence publishing private SS opinions con- 
cerning dealers, we should have room for nothing else. 

W areRMARKS.—Pierre Mahe of 9 Rue deClichy, Paris, France, 
has published a 60 page pamphlet on Watermarks. It contains 
numerous illustrations, and is a very useful book. We are unac- 
quainted with any other work on the subject. 


PHILATELIST, CHARLESTON.—The new issue of stamps for our own 
country, will not be sent to every part of the country on the same 
day. ‘They will be supplied to Postmasters as they run out of the 
present stock. Special instructions have been issued that Post- 
masters shall in no case sell the new issue as long as they have one 
of the old stock remaining. 





9 
a 





bbe at 


i 
3 
+ 
3 
4 
; 
P 
? 





Be ae ae eee ee ee TS eee 


m4 


- 


April 20, 1869. THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 41 


United States Local Stamps. 
BY J. W. SCOTT. 
Continued from Page 18. 


Prick’s City Express, Post 2 CentTs.-—Surrounding oval enclos- 
ing female bust. Black impression on colored glazed paper, oval. 
Green ; red. 

CouNTERFEIT. —This is a very good imitation, although the differ 
ence is more easily seen than described. The face in the counterfeit 
appears like a crying baby, instead of a dignified lady as in the 
genuine. Tes/; The letters ExP touch each other in the counterfeit, 
in the genuine cach letter is distinct. 

RussELL above, Post Orricr below, bust in oval in centre, with 
8TH in sm: ll oval to the left, and ave. to the right. The whole is 
surrounded by an octagonal frame composed of two fine lines. Col 
ored impression on colored paper ; on on pale pink ; dark brown 
on brown ; green on green. 

CouNnTERFEI?T.—1s¢. This is easily distinguished from the genuine. 
Test: Inthe genuine there is a dash and two dots under the Tu fol- 
lowing the 8. In the counterfeit the dash has been omitted, and 
only the dots left under the Tu and Ave. The two flourishes above 
RUSSELL are omitted in this counterfeit. 

2d. A much closer imitation than the preceding, but the period 
after RussELL is square instead of round as in the genuine. Test: 
Four short dashes under the 8th instead of one dash—and two dots 
as in the genuine. 

INTERNATIONAL LeTrerR Express, Two Cents, surrounded by a 
printer's border. Black impression, oblong; salmon. This being 
simply a printed lable, it is nearly impossible to distinguish it from 
a counterfeit. It has either been re-printed or re-set with the same 
type. 

C. & W. BripGr DesPpatcn, surrounded by heavy border, 
bronze impression on colored paper, oblong; green. This belongs 
to the same class as the last, and has either been re-printed or 
re-set. 

We now come to a very scarce stamp that was used in Hartford 
in 1845. The design consists of a man stepping across a river from 
one city to another, with a bag en his aaliier. inscribed MAIL. A 
ferry boat is crossing in the distance. Black impression on yellow 
paper, small rect. It is printed from a copper plate; we have 
never seen a counterfeit. 
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Gorpon’s City Express in eircle surrounding letter-carrier, 2 on 
the left, and cts. on the right. The whole is enclosed in square of 
four single lines. Black impression.on green glazed paper, square. 

CouNTERFEIT.—This is a very fair imitations but amongst other 
defects shows the ‘* postman’s”’ left hand,which in the genuine is in 
his pocket. Test: In the counterfeit the shadow from each foot is 
distinctly separate, whereas in the genuine, the shading on the 
ground is run together. 

(To be continued. ) 


BY ‘*COSMOPOLITAN.” 


“ Let those collect who ne’er did it before, 
* And those who do collect, do it the more.” 

Many well meaning sensible people, smile and scoff at the idea 
of persons, who are perhaps, as sensible as themselves, collecting 
what they profanely term ‘‘ Dirty little bits of paper.’ Yet per- 
haps these very individuals are accumulating at home, and guard- 
ing with the tenderest care and solicitude, a heap of dirty coppers 
in the shape of pennies ; paying fabulous prices for some, because 
our wise and benificient Uncle Samuel does not see fit to issue but a 
limited number. Or others whose sole object in life, is to possess 
a certain Beetle, or Butterfly, others to whom an old black letter 
worm eaten tome is a mire of wealth. In short all men have their 
hobbies, just as little girls used to have their doils some few years 
ago, before they became ready made women. Now, brother col- 
lectors of minerals, prints, coins, plants, engravings, buttons! 
books, &c., why should not I have my hobby, and follow it out 
instead of being ridiculed‘ My friend of the button-mania, what 
interest is it to me, that you possess a collection of 15,000 different 
buttons. .All Leare about them is that my ‘‘ Cara.Sposa’’ sup- 
plies them to my clothes when needed. The idea of collecting 
buttons, ha! ha! I have just as good a right to laugh at you, as 
you to sneer at me for being a pliilatelist. My friend the herpetolo- 
gist, I don’t care for your fine specimen of ‘‘ Isthnognathus DeKa- 
gir,’ or ‘‘ Phrynosonas Donglasie.’”” What to me are birds, ser- 
pents, coins, books, ferns, &c., when I can revel in the beauties of 
a rare and valuable postage stamp. Let us then as we all require 
a certain degree of forbearance, from the eminently practical people 
of our country, for our little foibles ; cling to each other and bring- 
ing home to our minds, the old adage, ‘‘One man’s meat is another 
man’s poison,” cease to ridicule each other’s fancies. Let us take 
a view of the few benefits to be derived from the study of philately, 
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and ask ourselves why it is preferable as an.amusement and-occu- 
pation to the thousand and one, other subjects.for collectors to ex 

pend their mental energies upon, <A person collecting minerals, or 
other objects of'a like nature, can never expect to make his collee- 
tion complete ; besides even to possess a respectable collection of 
books, coins, &c., requires a very lange expenditure of time and 
money, much more than many collectors could afford, even were 
they willing to give. These collections are bulky, require great care 
for their proper preservation, and muclystudy, to be properly posted 
up as to their history. To none of these objections is philately lia 

ble. For avery moderate expense an excellent collection of stamps 
can be procured, a collection can be made complete, at least, dur- 
ing the lifetime of the colleetor. It requires very little trouble to 
keep it in complete order, and can be carried about in a small par- 
esl. To the young school-boy who is supplied by his doting par- 
ents, with a sufficieney of spending money, for his little wants, 
apples, tops, kites, &c., and a little over, there can be nothing more 
improving and interesting, than the study of philately. He supplies 
himself at a very moderate cost, with a good album and catalogue, 
and goes to work. In the interval of study and rainy days, when 
outdoor sports have to be given wp, he can always find an inexhaust- 
ible store of amusement in his album. 

In pursuing this study, he becomes acquainted with a part of the 
history of different countries, some of which perhaps he would never 
otherwise have heard of. He learns who the soverigns were, and 
naturally turns to his history to find out all he can about them. He 
comes across a stamp of ** Heligoland,”’ or the ‘‘Orange Free States,”’ 
and straightway cousults. his geography to find out the localities of 
these heretofore unknown lands. He sees many different varieties 
of paper, good, bad and indifferent, and is led to inquire the process 
of manufacture, how the watermarks are putin, &c. Viewing with an 
artistic eye the engraving on a stamp, his mind naturally inquires 
how it is done,—how the perforations are made,—in short there are 
many of these little points of interest, that are asa sealed book, to 
the ** profane.’ He further becomes acquainted with the currenc) 
of different countries, and heraldry if he has a taste for armorial 
bearings, his fancy can be amply gratified in this occupation—as 
many of the stamps are simply a picture of the coat of arms, of the 
country, to which they belong. 

If his means will allow, let him take a good j .urnal, and keep 
himself well up in the changes taking place in stamps, new emis- 
sions, and withdrawals. IL would say to my school boy friends, 
and they are all my friends, for | have a most kindly feeling for 
them and th. ir little amusements. If you have time, funds, and 
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disposition, collect, and by all means, take my word for it, you 
will find in it pleasure and profit. I don’t know whether school 
boys now-a-days eat molasses candy or not, (they did when I was a 
boy not a great while ago,) but if they do. let them, instead of 
ministering to their appetites for sweets, invest in something that 
will certainly improve their minds. In case they become tired of 
stamp collecting, they can always sell their specimens for a fair 
price. Now, what I have been saying to school boys applies just 
as well to chidren of larger growth. Any one who will give himself 
the slight trouble to investigate the subject of Philately, will be 
sure to find in the science, a vast fund of general information, and 
pleasure. Some days since, I had the pieasure of conversing with 
a middle aged gentleman, who I discovered purchasing stamps, 
and — my expressing my gratification, at so practical a man as 
himself making a collection ; he informed me that his pet hobby 
for years, had been the collecting of minerals, but accumulating, 
they took up too much room to be properly displayed, so he had 
acked them in boxes and commenced stamp collecting, and found 
it more interesting to him by far than minerals. 

It is a well known, and recognized fact, that one of our prominent 
New York merchant princes, has the finest collection of stamps in 
the world, and when we take into consideration the fact that in 
Europe celebrated *‘Savans’’ have not considered it beneath their 
dignity, to devote their valuable time, to the study of Philately 
we should not judge ourselves wrong in following their footsteps. 
I propose in a future paper, to give my friends who feel sufficiently 
interested to follow me, a complete description of the manufacture 
of our own stamps, embracing the making of the paper employed, 
describing how they are engraved, printed, perforated, and embos- 
sed, the quantities used in the course of a year, and a variety of 
information which I think will prove interesting and useful to all 
collectors of Postage Stamps. 











Transactions of the New York Philatelic Society. 

The society met at their rooms on Saturday, April 10th, at half- 
past four, P. M., and after the usual business had been transacted 
some very interesting letters were introduced and new stamps exhi- 
bited. 

A lett :r was read by the secretary from W. D. Atlee, Esq., of 
Birmingham, England, requesting the New York Philatelic Society 
to aid him in establishing an ‘‘ International Philatelic Society.” 

A number of opinions were elicited on the subject, and the fol 
lowing resolution was offered by Mr. Finkell :— 

Resolved, Thatthe New York Philatelic Society, having been in 
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successful operation for a period of over two years, do not deem it 
advisable to break up their organization on the chance of a larger 
society succeeding in establishing itself; and, being well aware of 
the benefits to be derived from a closer communion with their Euro- 
pean brethren, beg leave to offer the following suggestions for their 
careful consideration : 

Ist. The New York Philatelic Society, being open to all philatel- 
ists as corresponding members, without regard to place of residence, 
would co-operate in the formation of branch societies whenever the 
number of members resident in one locality warrants such organiz- 
ations ; and the tenor of the Constitution and By-Laws (which are 
always open for amendments and improvement) could be so altered 
as to suit the views of the majority. 

2d. As the name ** The New York Philatelic Society” is sectional, 
this society would agree to a change of name provided the number 
of foreign members warranted such an alteration; and would prefer 
the ‘‘ International’ to any other name. After considerable debate 
the resolution was passed unanimously. 

Mr. Watson then offered the following, which was passed with 
out debate 

Resolved, That, as this society learns with much pleasure of the 
interest manifested in the welfare of the society by Penglish collec- 
tors, a vote of thanks be offered W. D. Atlee, Esq., for his efforts 
to establish a society which must be of incalculable benefit to future 
yhilatelists. and assure him that should a separate society be formed 
in England, that some members of this society will request admit- 
tance. 

The society then adjourned. 

(Signed, ) Rost. Dinwippre, Jr., Sec. 


Correspondence. 
Brieguton, ENGLAND, March 12, 1869. 

DEAR Sir: Some four years since, | broached the subject of a 
Philatelic Society to some of the leading collectors, but although 
it met with hearty approval, no one seemed willing to undertake 
the matter. Since then, various letters have appeared in our mag- 
azines on this subject, but notwithstanding it has been on the tapis 
since October, 1867, nothing has been done in furtherance of the 
object. 

Feeling convinced that great benefit will accrue from the forma- 
tion of an association for the advancement of our pet science, I write 
to propose the establishing of an ‘‘International Philatelic Society.”’ 

is your society has been in working order for some time with 
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apparent success, my opinion is that it might be advantageously 
extended into such a cosmopolitan institution. I am sure that 
many collectors, both here and abroad would willingly join us in 
accomplishing this object. 

I-should think that to commence with there should be three divi- 
sions, viz: New York, Paris, and London, but that this trio jwncto 
in uno be under the management of a President-in-Chief. 

By the rules given herewith, my ideas will be more fully ex 
plained. I have not yet had any communication with the Paris 
Society (if it still exists) upon this matter, and await your reply 
ere doing so. 

Some of the following rules are the same or modelled upon those 
of your society. They are merely given for the consideration of 
your Directors, and are, of course, open to improvement. 

RULES FOR THE INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE 1. That the united Societies of New York. Paris, and 
London, be termed the International Philatelic Society. 

2. That the objects of the said Society shall be to promote the 
collection of Postage Stamps, and for obtaining more complete in- 
formation in regard to the same ; also that the society shall endeavor 
to expose forgeries and give any information members may require 
respecting them.. 

3. That the annual subscription to the society shall be—for New 
York, $2 50; for England, ten shillings; for Paris, twelve francs. 

4. That every collector desirous to enter the society be proposed 
by a member and y agehh of by the committee. 

5. That any member not paying his subscription within a month 
of its becoming due, shall be erased from the books. 

6. A President-in-Chief shall be appointed annually by rotation 
from the members of the New York, Paris and London divisions. 
He shall be the head of the Society for the time being, and to him 
any difficulties shall be referred. 

7. The other officers of the Society shall consist of nine for each 
of the three divisions, namely a President, Vice-President, Trea- 
surer, Secretary, four Directors, and the Officer appointed to investi- 
= and give information on forgeries—who shall also act as a 

irector. 

8. That for the present none of the officers shall receive salaries. 

9. That all the officers be elected by votes of the members. 

10. That members residing in the United States or any portion of 
the American continent shall vote for officers of the New York 
branch only. Members residing in Great Britain or any of the 
British colonies shall vote for the English division ; and members 
residing in other portions of the world shall record their votes for 
the Paris board. 
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(In case of a branch being formed in Germany, the latter portion 
of the last rule will require amendment. | 

11. But for the President-in-Chief everymember wherever he may 
reside, shall vote. The voting papers must be sent from and returned 
to that division whose turn it is to elect the President-in-Chief. 

12. The President and Vice-President of branches shall retire 
from office on the Ist of January in each year, but may offer them- 
selves for re-election 

13, The Treasurer and Secretary shall be permanent officers, and 
shall only be dismissed on proof of fraudulent transactions. 

14. Two Directors of each division shall retire each year on the 
Ist of January by rotation, and may xof offer themselves for re- 
election. They may, however, do so after the lapse of a year. 

15. That all correspondence be directed to the Secretary, except 
accounts, which shall be sent to the Treasurer. 

16. That all cheques issued by the Society shall be signed by 
either the Secretary or Treasurer, and one other member of the 
board. 

17. That the Treasurer shall on the Ist of June and the Ist of 
December in each year, draw up a balance sheet of the affairs of 
the Society, and shall send the same (duly signed) to the Secretary, 
who shall cause it to be laid before the Directors. 

18. Two-thirds of its members be required to authorise any ex- 
penditure of the funds. except for current expenses. 

19. That the Society publish a monthly |or quarterly | report of 
their transactions in **7he American Journal of Philately,” the 
(here insert ‘*7he Philatelist,” or “*The Stamp Collectors’ Maga- 
zine,’ as may be agreed upon| and |say| ** Le Timbrophile.” 

20. That a copy of the magazine be sent to each member, con- 
taining the report of that division to which he may belong. 

21. Members subscribing sixty cents, (two shillings and six-pence, 
or three francs) extra shall receive each of the three magazines, and 
the ‘Journal’? named in rule 24, post-paid. 

22. That each year immediately after the election of officers the 
Secretary of each division shall collect the various minutes and 
transactions of his division, and shall send a copy of the same to 
the Secretaries of the other two branches. 

23. That when the Secretary has his reports complete he shall 
cause the same to be printed. 

24. That these reports be termed ‘‘Journal of the Transactions of 
the International Philatelic Society for the year 18--,”’ and that it 
be sent to members requiring them at twenty-five cents (one shilling, 
or one franc) post-paid. 

25. That the Paris division do issue the report in the French lan- 
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guage; and that the London and New York branches issue the 
English edition in alternate years unless the respective Secretaries 
do make agreements to the contrary. 

26. That the editors of magazines inserting the advertisements of 
the Society at half their usual scale of charges be honorary mem- 
bers. 

27. Members desiring to obtain information respecting forgeries 
may have the opinion of the officers appointed, by enclosing stamps 
to defray postages. 

28. That members be requested to send any information that may 
be useful to collectors. 

29. Should any deficiency occur at the end of the half year a 
vall, (the amount of which shall be decided upon by the Diree orig 
shall be paid by each member, but that no call shall exceed at any 
one time, more than sixty cents (two shillings and six-pence, or 

three francs. ) 

30. The Entice of the Secretaries shall be to,keep the minutes, 
give notice of meetings, conduct the correspondence, and prepare 
the reports. 

Every member holding, or canvassing for office must sub- 
scribe for the extra reports as in rule 21. 

Other rules would have to be made respecting meetings of 
branches, and the various minor regulations. 

I should propose that the Society add to their yearly ‘* Transac- 
tions’’ a Directory containing the names of stamp-dealers. The 
charge for insertion should be a low one, say 25 cents (one shilling, 
or fr. 1.20) for each name. 

Every firm would have to give satisfactory references, and as their 
honesty would be fully looked into by the Committee it would be 
the means of keeping the black sheep out of the philatelic flock. 
Advertisements should be inserted at a moderate scale of charges. 

Such a Directory is very much needed. 

May I ask you to lay this letter before your Directors, and to 
favor me with their opinion on the subject. 

Wishing your Society every success. 

Yours truly, W. DupLry ATLEE. 





To the Editor of the American Journal of Philately. 


Sir—Through the columns of your valuable ¢ Journal,’’ I beg 
leave to advance a few arguments in defence of the two stamps, 
which, next to my Reunions, (and a few others of the same class, ) 

rize most for their rarity. The St. Louis P. O. stamps, viz: 5 
and 10 cents were engraved and used during the administration of 
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Mr. John H. Hymer, but the exact date of their emission cannot 
be determined, as Mr. Hymer and his successor in office are dead, 
and the books of the engraver were destroyed during; the late 
war. 

The engraver, J. W. Kershaw, recognized the stamps the moment 
he laid his eyes on them, and remarked--‘'I have not seen one 
before in twenty years.” He told me he had engraved them by 
order of Mr. Hymer for the use of the St. Louis Post Office. The 
gentleman who officiated at the stamp window during Hymer’s 
administration and who still holds the same position, remembered 
distinctly of seeing the stamps, and seeing them on letters sent from 
this office. Itis now difficult to get much information in regard 
to them but the above evidence is sufficient to establish the one 
and important fact that the stamps were sold to the public, and 
used by them for the purpose of pre-paying letters, and as such 
are as justly entitled to a place in our albums, as many others 
whose official origin is not less obscure than the St. Louis stamps, 
but, nevertheless, are counted among the choice specimens of a 
good collection. Would any collector dare to refuse a wood-block 
Mauritius, because the order for its emission had not eminated from 
the British Home Office, but only from the Colonial Post Master ¢ 
The large provisional 6 annas India, converted from a revenue to a 
postal label by order of the Local Post Master during a temporary 
scarcity of the regular emissions, is accepted by all; and yet, I 
think, if the full history of the St. Louis stamps could be collected, 
it would show that they were issued under the same circumstances, 
i. e.—that the supply of the U.S. 5 and 10 cent stamps had be- 
come exhausted, or was not sufficient to meet the demand.* The 
St. Louis Historical Society desiring to place among the mementoes 
of the past history of St. Louis, the plate - : Louis stamps, made 
an effort a short time since, to procure it, but without success. 
They, however, know that the stamps h: oe once been in use at this 
Post Office. The engraver has made several efforts to find the 
late ; so far without success. All trace of it is lost after it left 
his hands, and it must either have been destroyed by the Post 
Master, or when the building whic h was then oce upie “dl by the Post 


* We differ from our fn ation in > mieal to the occasion of 
their use, as they were certainly used one year before any general 
issue for the United States ever appeared, and consider it more 
likely that the postmasters of the large cities of New York and St. 
Louis finding it nearly impossible to transact their business without 
stamps, ‘aused them to be prepared for use in their cities, and they 
were recognized by all other postmasters as a receipt for payment. 
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Office Department was torn down, There is then no probable 
chance for a reprint, and might it not be from this cause that some 
Collector in St. Louis, has seen fit to through doubts upon these 
stamps, because he could not procure a set to adorn his own album 4 
I cate know of perhaps a dozen sets in existence. . L have ex- 
amined six of st denominations and could discover no difference 
between any of the 5 cents, but found two varieties of the 10 cents.+ 
They are printed from a copper plate on thin bluish paper, and 
svancelleed with pen strokes. All of them were taken from letters 
that had passed through the St. Louis Post Office. 

Mons. Moen, in the last edition of his beautiful album. has ac- 
knowledged them, and under the heading of United States inserted 
an engraving of each value. <A description is therefore unneces- 
sary, as any one can (if they have not the genuine) inspect the fac 
similies in the above work. I have become very ht interested 
in these two ‘‘ bits of paper,” and if I can gain any more authentic 
information in regard to them, will give it to your readers, but I 
think enough evidence has been produced to show that they have 
without doubt performed the duty of a postage stamp. And though 
they may not have been authorized by special act of Congress, we 
are in duty bound (as postage stamp collectors) to give them a place 
in our collections. 

Yours very respectfully, 
Lron W. DurRBIN. 


To the Editor of the American Journal of Philately. 


DrAR Sir—I have just obtained the following information which 
may possibly be of use to other revenue collectors.—You can print 
it if you wish. 

The following named stamps have never been issued, viz : 

U. S: Revenue 3 cents Inland Exchange ; 10 cents Insurance ; 10 
cents Playing Cards; 25 and 50 cents Bill of Sale of Vessel ; 50 
cent Lottery Ticket ; $1.00 Charter Party; $10.00 Manifest. 

From Messrs. Butler and Carpenter, of Philadelphia, I received 
the above. and if they do not know who does ¢ 

Yours truly, C.L. 8. 








+ The difference in the 10 cent stamp consists in the flourishes 
surrounding the design; it is more noticable under the name SAINT 
Louis, there being six dashes in one and only three in the 
variety. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


We commence this month’s article with an engraving of the New- 
foundland Stamp, it was fully described in the 
December number. In this case we were the first 
to describe and the last to illustrate, but give it now 
in the dearth of novelties. 

CaNnabDA.—We have omitted to notice that the 
color of the 1 cent was lately changed from red to 
orange, and now the 3 cent has been changed to 
pink, making the two stamps perfectly distinct 
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WvurtTemMBuURG.—The 1 kreuzer described in our last number is 
now impressed on common paper in the form of a newspaper wrap- 
per; the color is the same. We understand an adhesive of the 
value of 14 kreuzer is being prepared. 

TRANSVAAL RepuBiic.—We learn from the Philatelist that the 
new stamps in preparation for this republic will have for design 
the arms of the country which will be impressed in black on colored 
paper, the values and colors are—1 penny, green ; 3 pence, white ; 
6 pence, blue ; 1 shilling, red. 

NortH GERMAN CONFEDERATION.—A pair of stamps very simi- 
lar to the Prussian 10 and 20 silber groschen, has been issued for 
this country. The chief difference consisting in the name Norp- 
DEUTSCHER POSTBEZIRK; and GROSCHEN is substituted for sLp. Gr. 
They are perforated similar to our own, which much needed im- 
provement appears to be general in the whole series. ‘They are 
printed on unwatermarked white paper; the colors are—10 drab and 
30 blue. 


UniITED STATES OF CoLomMBIA—Has added another to its list, very 
similar to the one described in the January number: The color is 
ocre yellow, and value 5 centavos. 

BAvVARIA.—We have to note a new envelope from Bavaria. The 
design consists. of the national arms in oval; only one value 
has appeared as yet, and the color is pink on white paper; the 
value is 3 kreuzers. The envelope inscription reads—KONIGL. 
BAYER. POST COUVERT. 

St. THomas, Porto Rico—Presents us with another batch of 
semi-official locals. The design consists of steamship to right, sur- 
mounted by the arms of Denmark, surrounded by a band bearing 
the inscription, St. Thomas, Porto Rico, with the value occupying 
the lower portion: The values are 4, 1, 2, and 3 centavos: aad 4, 1, 
2 and 4 reals. 
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Our Paper. 
Yes, reader, ‘‘our paper.” yours and the publishers, for have 
not you equally with them made ‘* The American Journal of 
Philately’ what it is to day, the greatest success in this class of 
literature. 

It is not often that we bring our publishers before our readers, 
but knowing the kindly interest that most of our patrons feel in our 
work, we are induced to felicitate with them on our daily increasing 
influence ani circulation. 

It is now but little over a year that the American Journal of 
Philately was first started by the members of the New York Phil- 
atelic Society, and by their exertions obtained a very fair circula- 
tion to start with, which steadily increased with every number. At 
the close of the year the society concluded to sell the paper to the 
present proprietors, who being determined to keep up its reputation, 
procured the assistance of several new writers who have contributed 
many very interesting articles, the natural effect of which has been 
to increase the already large circulation three fold. 

Heretofore the Jowrnal has been printed at the commodious 
offices of W. B. Smith, but the fact has been daily forcing itself 
more and more strongly before the publishers that the Journal re- 
quires more room. The large edition now worked off requires time, 
and yet we wish to delay the printing to the last moment so as to 
get the very latest possible information. Our publishers being 
determined to give their numerous patrons the very best paper 
at the lowest cost, have established a printing room in the same 
building as their offices, so that every item of news can be ‘* set 
up’’ as fast as received, and stand waiting until the last moment, 
and then with the aid of powerful steam cylinder presses work off 
the edition in the shortest possible time. Under this arrangement 
our European subscribers will be served first, our patrons in the far 
West res South following, so that the paper will be received by all 
its readers at nearly the same time. 





Answers to Correspondents. 

E. G., Philadelphia.—Please excuse our mistake ; we were very 
busy at the time. The note of interrogation after 50 cents convey- 
ance was a typographical error. See correspondence for corrections. 

H. E. 8., Boston.—See answer to E. G. 

Philatelist, Louisville.—Our publishers are about preparing a 





monogram album which will be ready in about a month. 
Local, Philadelphia.—Hussey’s and Boyd’s stamps are still in 
use. 
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Ancient Posts. 
BY ‘**‘ COSMOPOLITAN.” 


It is well known that the Asyrian and Persian Monarchs had 
posts ready at a moments notice, to carry abroad their despotic 
decrees. In the days of the Roman Empire, couriers were employ- 
ed in passing from hand to hand, the imperial edicts. Private 
letters were entrusted to slaves on casual opportunities. It is said 
that Charlemayne established post stations with couriers, who dé 
livered packets and letters. In 1464 ** Louis the LX” of accursed 
memory, revived the system of mounted posts, which after the 


death of Charlemayne had been abandoned. Similar posts called, 
‘Nuncio,”’ were established in England in the 13th century. These, 
however, were for Government business only. As late as the 15th 


century, butchers or drovers, who went about buying cattle, were 
the principal carriers of private letters. 

The only exce ption to this general custom in regard to p rivate 
corresponde nee was the establishment in the 11th century, by the 
University of Paris, of a body of pedestrian messengers, who bore 
letters from its thousands of students, to the various countries in 
Europe from which they came, and brought to them the money 
they needed for the prosec ution of their studies. The great devel 
opment of commerce following the crusades, and the geographical 
discoveries of the Italians, Portuguese and Spaniards, created a 
necessity for business correspondence about the beginning of the 
16th century. Theroyal *‘Nuncio” or post-riders, had already found 
it for their advantage, to use their surplus horses for the convey 
ance of passengers, and thus the system of posting, or traveling 
with post horses, came into vogue. ‘These posts were now used for 
the carriage of private letters, at first irregularly, and without fixed 
compensation or regular periods of arrival or departure, but even 
tually with considerable order and system. The earliest of these 
posts for general accommodation in Europe was established in 
1516 in the Tyrol, connecting Germany and Italy, by Roger. count 
of Thurn and Taxis. His successors received repeated contracts 
to carry the posts from the emperors of Germany, and they ex- 
tended it over the greater part of Germany and Italy. Venice, 
Genoa, Leghorn, and Naples were thus: connected with Hamburg, 
Bremen, Lubeck, and Frankfort-on-the-Main, and the active com- 
merce which had sprung up between these cities was greatly facili- 
tated. ‘he counts of Thurn and Taxis retained this postal monopo 
ly till the fall of the German empire, and until a year since the 
Thurn and Taxis post was maintained in 10 or 12 of the smaller 
German States, and supplied a district of 25 000 square miles, and 
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nearly 4,000,000 inhabitants. In 1524 the French posts, which had 
hitherto only transmitted the letters and messages of the king and 
nobles, were permitted to carry other letters. In 1581, Thomas 
Randolph was appointed chief postmaster of England, but his 
functions seem to have pertained more to the establishment and 
supervision of post horses, and the regulation of the fees for posting, 
than to the transmission of letters. In Peru, in 1527, the Spanish 
invaders found a regular system of posts in operation along the 
great highway from Quito to Cuzco, and messages as to the pro 
gress of the invasion, as well as other subjects, were forwarded to 
the Inca by fleet-footed runners, who wound around their waists 
the ‘‘quipu,”’ a species of sign writing, by means of knotted cords. 
The complete organization of a system of postal communication 
in England did not take place till the reign of James the 1st, who 
soon after his accession constituted the office of postmaster of Eng- 
land for foreign parts, and appointed Matthew = Quester the first 
ostmaster, with reversion to bis son. Le Quester appointed Wil 
iam Frizell and Thomas Withering his deputies. The latter even- 
tually became postmaster-general, and, in 1635, was ordered to es- 
ablish a running post between London and Edinburgh, to go night 
and day, and come back in sixdays. In 1644, Edmond Prideaux, 
then a member of the House of Commons, was appointed master of 
the posts, and first established a weekly conveyance of letters into 
all parts of the nation. In 1656, an act was passed to settle the 
yostage of England, Scotland, and Ireland, fixing the rates of 
letter postage, and the prices of post horses. The single rate 
of postage previous to the act were for a single piece of paper, 
under 80 miles, 2d. ; between 80 and 140 miles, 4d. ; above 140, 6d 
and on the borders and in Scotland, 8d. The act of 1656 (which 
were in all cases for a single letter) to 14d. for a distance of more 
than 300 miles, from which sum they were dimished according to 
the distance down to 2d., for 7 miles and under. Between this period 
and 1838 more than 150 acts relative to postal affairs were passed, 
These rates operated as an almost prohibitory tariff on letters 
through the mails, and all manner of ities for avoiding the pay- 
ment of postage were adopted. 
The franking privilege, which at an early period had been grant- 
ed to the members of parliament and officers of the government was 
much abused. Franks were sold openly. In 1838 the franked and 
privileged letters amounted to 30 per cent. of the whole number 
transmitted through the mails. In 1784 the net revenue of the post 
office did not exceed £150,000; but by the introduction of fast 
mail coaches soon after that date, it had risen in 1815 to about £1,- 
600,000, at which point it remained standing for more than 20 years, 
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in consequence of the abuse of the franking privilege, and the 
methods adopted to evade the payment of postage. In 1837 the 
number of letters annually sent through the mails was 82,000,000 ; 
in 1859 it had risen to 545,000,000, This extraordinary increase is 
the result of the entire change in the rates of postage, and the great- 
ly improved facilities for the prompt transmission and delivery of 
letters, first proposed by Roland Hil in 1837. This brings us up 
to the time when Mr. Hill’s plan was adopted, and gives a very 
clear idea of the early cchaliideenene of posts. 


Transactions of the New York Philatelic Society. 


The regular meeting of the Society was held at their rooms on 
Saturday the 8th inst. Several interesting articles were read before 
the Society, and new stamps exhibited. 

Messrs. Dinwiddie and Scott tendered their resignations, as their 
numerous business engagements prevented them bestowing the re- 
quisite amount of time that their important positions require. 

Their resignations were reluctantly accepted, and Mr. A. E. Fin- 
kell was elected Secretary, pro fem. 

Most of the members being out of town during the summer 
months, it was resolved to adjourn till Saturday the 14th of August. 

All communications should be addressed to the Secretary. at the 
offices of the Society, 34 Liberty Street. 

A. E. FINKELL, Secretary, pro tem. 


The Philatelic Society, London. 


The preliminary meeting of this Society was held on Saturday, 
the 10th of April, at 93 Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, for con- 
sidering the rules to be decided upon, and to discuss the merits of 
such an association. 

The chair was taken by Sir Daniel Cooper, Bart., F.R.G.s., and 
the meeting was opened with a few remarks from Mr. Atlee, who 
said :— 

‘It is now eighteen months since the idea of a Philatelic Society 
was broached in the magazines. It is, therefore, with feeling of 
pleasure that I reflect that we have now made a start in earnest, 
and I sincerely trust and believe it will be a successful one. Before 
proceeding further, it will be necessary to state what I have 
done in the matter, but I hope you will exonerate me from being 
guilty ofegotism. I have written to forty-nine collectors, and have 
received most encouraging replies from nearly all of them. We 
know the proverb, guot homines tot sentene : but I must say that 
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philatelists appear to agree very well as to the general advantages 
of a society, although as to rules and minor details, there is cer- 
taily some diversity of opinion. 

Now, as rega:ds obtaining particulars of the exact dates of issue 
of every stamp (which is a most important branch of study), | 
should propose that the Secretary write to postmasters for that in- 
formation, and on receipt of it, cause it to be read at the meetings. 
In course of time, we shall be able to compile a catalogue, giving 
all varieties of color, watermark, and perforation ; but as the am- 
assing of materials for a complete catalogue would take a long time, 
monographs might be published in the interim. These would have 
to be arranged on the so-called French system, which would leave 
everyone to retain or reject what he might think proper. I do trust 
that we shall co operate in effecting the purpose for which we have 
met to-day, and sinking all petty differences of English and French 
schools, devote our energies for the benefit of the science in general. 


The following rules were then discussed, and approved 


lst. That the Society be called Tax Puttatetic Society, Lonpon. 

2nd. That the object of the Society be to collect all possible information respecting 
postage stamps, the prevention of forgeries, the facilitating and spreading of the 
knowledge of philately, and the facilitating the acquisition and exchange of postage 
stamps among Members. 

8rd, That all amateurs be eligible for election as members of the society, 

4th. The mode of election be as follows : candidates for admission, to be propos 
ed in writing by a member, and elected by ballot, by majority of votes. 

5th. The annual subscription to be six shillings, paid in advance on being admit- 
ted a member of the Society, and annually on the Ist of December. 

6th. The business of the Society to be conducted by a Committee, composed of 1 
President, Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and five other members, Three 
members to constitute a quorum. 

7th. The eleetion of the Committee and Direction to take place by ballot at the 
annual meeting of the Society to be held on the first Saturday in May, by the ma 
jority of vot~s of the members present. , 

8th. A monthly meeting to be held in London at three p.m. on the first Satur- 
day of every month, at such place as the Committee may appoint. 

9th. The Secretary to conduct the correspondence of the Society. 

10th. The funds of the Society to ve in the hands of the Treasurer, who is to 
present the balance-sheet of the Society to the Committee in time that it may be 
audited and laid before the Society at the annual meeting in the month of May. 


The above rules having been agreed to, Mr. Philbrick proposed 
(seconded by Mr. Hayns) that the amateurs present constitute THE 
PHILATELIC Socrety, Lonpon. This being carried, the following 
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gentlemen were named to form the Provisional Committee of the 


Society. 
President; Sir Daniel C sepa r, Bart., F.R.G.s. 
Vice-President: Frederick A. Philbrick, Esq. 
Secretary: W. Dudley Atlee, Esq. 


M. mbers of the Committec 


Edward L. Pemberton, Esq. 

Ches- W. Viner, Esq., A.M., PH. D. 
Thomas F. Erskine, Esq. 

J. Speranza, Esq., R.M.F. ARTILLERY. 
W. E. Hayns, Esq. 


The Secretary was requested to place himself in communication 
with the philatelic journals, and ask them to publish the proceedings 
of the meeting. 

A meeting of the Committee was appointed for Saturday, the 
17th of April, for the purpose of taking the necessary steps to pro 
cure a room for the meetings of the Society, and transact other 
business. 

This S« ciety, ** long expected, come at last.’’ will be a great boon 
to all collectors, and we trust it will be joined by everyone interest 
ed in the science. 

The adjourned meeting of the Committee was held at Mr. Phil 
brick’s chambers on the 17th ult. The President in the chair. The 
chief business transacted was the altering of the date of the Annual 
General Meeting (for this year) from the Ist to the 15th of May. 

The arrangements necessary for the furtherance of the objects of 
the Society were discussed at considerable length, and the meeting 
was adjourned till the Ist of May. 

Letters to be addressed, the Secretary, Philatelic Society, Lon- 
don, 127 St. George’s Road. Warwick Square. 8.W. 


The New Postage Stamps. 


Our old postage stamps were really neat and pleasing in their 
appearance. They were national and American, as they ought to 
have been. The head of Washington was venerable, and our three 
cent stamps were as perfect as they well could be. So also the 
one-cent stamp, with the head of Fre vnklin, was equally appropriate. 
There was a fitness of congruity in putting the head of the old 
thrifty economist on the one-cent stamp. Our youth were remind- 
ed of the wise saws and sayings of ‘‘ Poor Richards,” and it taught 
them that if they learned to save the cents the dollars were more 
likely to take care of themselves. But now think of the miserable, 
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confused looking thing, with its wretched printing, that the post- 
office has given us for the present three-cent stamp. It is neither 
historical, national, beautiful, nor anything buta paltry evidence 
of the fact that some engraver has got paid or will get paid for a 
job that ought never to have been done. Can our authorities not 
let well enough alone ¢ 

Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia all have railroad 
engines snch as ours. What is there ina big chimney on a rail- 
way carriage to indicate the nationality of our postal system / Aye, 
but there are words ‘‘ United States Postage’’ on the stamp. Just 
so. We remember to have seen a boy’s drawing ona sheet of paper 
the words ‘** This is a Church” underneath, and cetainly the artis 
tic performance needed the index ; but not more so than the new 
stamp requires a similar proclamation to tell the world what it 
means. And then again, look at the printing of the word ‘ Postage.”’ 
Can our engravers do nothing better than that‘ We hope that the 
contractors have been paid for their work. If so, then let the 
Post-office folks give us back again our old head of Washington, 
and save us from looking at the contemptible thing that we are 
now getting in its stead.—Hvening Mail. 

The new United States postage stamps have a very un-American 
look.—Hvening Telegram. 


These extracts give some idea of the public opinion concerning 
the new stamps ; nearly everyone condems them, and yet they are 
in many cases beautifully executed, and finely colored: Many of 
our readers having asked our opinion of the new stamps, we will 
review them in order. 

One Cent.—Head of Franklin, pale bronze. This we consider a 
neat stamp, not particularly noticeable for elegance, but still equal 
to any of the last issue. 

Two Cents.—Post-horse and rider, brown, really very beautiful. 
and equal to any stamp that has ever been engraved. 

Three Cents.—Steam engine ultramarine, one of the poorest of the 
series, and the color is not at all caleulated to show off a fine 
engraving, 

Six Cents.—Head of Franklin, same color as the last, which is a 
fault in a collectors’ eye, although it works to better advantage in 
this design than in the preceding one. Altogether it isa handsome 
stamp, and ranks second in our estimation. 

Ten Cents—Shield orange. This is a very poor color for any 
stamp, and certainly it is not showed off to any advantage by the 
design. 

Twelve Cents.—Steam ; ship, green. Originally this was very 
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fine, but was spoilt along with most of the others by enlarging the 
figures, but it still retains sufficient beauty to give it a foremost 
place in our albums. 

Fifteen Cents.—Landing of Columbus, blue and brown, reminds 
us somewhat of the dollar jewelery store, too much fancy work 
crowded together, still we consider it decidedly the best of the two- 
colored ones. 

Twenty-four Cents.—Signing the Declaration of Independence, 
green and purple. The same remarks will apply to this, ‘only a 
little more so,”’ it is very poor. . 

Thirty Cents.—Shield and flags, blue and carmine, the meanest 
looking stamp we have ever seen, reminds us more of a bunch of rags 
hung out of a junk store than any thing else. 

Ninety Cents.—Head of Lincoln, black head, with carmine frame. 
The design and of course execution, is good, but the colors spoil the 
appearance, had the head been carmine, and the frame black, it 
would have had a much better effect, and been decidedly more 
appropriate. , 

The unqualified praise we bestowed on the new issue in our first 
accounts was due to it having been given from an inspection of the 
proofs, and these are always worked off with great care ; the colors 
also were much better selected than those adopted by the authori- 
ties, besides the tints being changed, all the designs were more or 
less altered by enlarging the figures, and in the case of the thirty 
cent a totaly different design was adopted. ; 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


Sr. Tuomas, Porro Rica.—We give the engrav- 
ing of the stamps for this country, and are now 
enabled to give the color of the higher value, they 
_ are printed in black on colored paper; the colors 
JIMOMeoss are blue, orange. mauve and green, 

Prince Epwarps Istanp.—The long expected fourpence has 











at length made its appearance, the design consists of the head of 


Queen Victoria to the left, with value below, it is printed in black 
on white paper, and has a véry common appearance. 

Papa. Srates.—The Philatelist gives the report that a new set 
of stamps are in preparation for the Pope’s dominions. It also an- 
nounces that a new set of adhesives for Servia will be ready in July. 

Untrep Sratres.—The envelopes in course of preparation will be 
considerably delayed on account of the death of the contractor, Mr. 
Nesbit. 
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The new adhesives have met with so much opposition that in all 
probability they will be withdrawn. 

FERNANDO Po.—On_ the authority of M. Moens, we chronicle a 
stamp for this island. The design is the same as the current Cubian 
with the exception of the name FERNANDO POO occupying the 
age of ULTRAMA. It is reported to have been issued last Septem- 
yer, and superseded on the first of January by the Cuban stamp. 
The color is brown. 

W aLLacuia.—The expected high values have at length appeared, 
and are accompanied by three others, and although the workman- 
ship is not of the first order they have altogether a very pretty 
effect. The colors and values are—5 bani, yellow ; 10 bani, blue ; 
15 bani, red; 25 bani, yellow and blue; 50 bani, red and blue. 
They are printed on white unwatermarked paper, and are unper 
forated. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 
The Permanent Postage Stamp Album in four languages. By 
C. vAN Rinsum, Amsterdam: H. de Hoogh. 


This is decidedly the most elaborate album that 


has been 
gotten up so far. 


It is printed on very fine paper of a beautiful 
violet tint, and each page is surrounded with a narrow border of 
violet, a color that corresponds well with nearly every colored 
stamp In regard to its permancy, it is as much so as any album 
published, or as can be made without adopting the strictly chrono 
logical system that is each year by itself instead of the almost uni 

versally adopted custom of keeping each country together. It 
must have been a work of great labor, and with the exception of 
a few inaccuracies is well performed, we recommend it especially 
to collectors of uncancelled stamps. 


The Stamp Collectors’ Magazine. April. Bath: Alfred Smith & Co. 


This standard publication has lately contained a continued arti- 
cle styled ‘‘ Our Contemporaries,”’ in which it reviews all the Phil 
atelic papers each month - but it is in regard to to their remarks on 
us in the above number that we have ghiefly to do. 

In regard to the ** Transactions of the New York Philatelic 
Society,’ as published in our paper, its confined solely to a short 
outline of the business transacted. Were we to publish all that 
passes at the meetings, it would require twice the present size of 
the journal: instead of this, the most interesting papers are pub- 
lished in other parts of the journal under appre 
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the very useful papers on the United States Locals would never 
have been published, and many highly interesting articles. To re- 
lieve their anxiety about Professor Bunger, we beg leave to state 
that he is not a member of the society, and that he only attended one 
meeting. 

We have no doubts but that the editor of The Sfamp Collectors 
Magazine has often laughed at young collectors refusing to ac- 
cept uncancelled stamps, because they thought they were counter 
feits, forgeting that the engraver of a stamp could copy a postmark, 
but we find that he has dropped into the some error, and thinks the 
man who had the ability to design the Guatamala and Paraguay 
stamps could not have forsooth ** United States Legation Asuncion 
Paraguay,’ printed over a sheet of paper 

[If we form a right idea of the extent of Alfred Smith & Co.’s 
business, they must have sold enough of the Guatamala humbug 
to have turned ina considerable revenue to the concoctor. We 
think, to unprejudiced persons, the simple fact of the provisional 
issue would be at least a suspicious circumstance: time will show 
who is right, and we leave it to the readers of the Slamp Collectors’ 
Magazine to notice if the editor apologizes. While the editor in 
talking about mythical contributors, we must remind him that he is 
well aware that there is no person who writes on Philatelic subjects 
named Dr. Magnus but we have never objected to learning from 
the excelent articles that has appeared under that nom de plume. 
The chief article of interest in the number is a paper on reprints. 


A Deser iptive Catalogue of American and Foreign P stage 
Slamps. 17th Edition. New York: J. W. Scott & Co. 


The exelencies of this work are sufficiently attested by its having 
reached its seventeenth edition in the short space of three years ; 
several improvements are noticeable, amongst which may be named 
the numerous engravings despe rsed through the work, but the 
more important fact to collectors, is the greatly reduced prices at 
which the specimens are marked. 

The work is bought up to the day of going to press, and gives the 
date, designs, (with engravings of many) color and price both used 
and unused of every stamp that has ever been issued. 

We regret that the publishers did not see fit to color the engrav- 
ing as heretofore, and we prefer the dark color of the covers in the 
former edition to the pale straw now used. We also note several im- 
yerfections in the print, but understand it is owing to the work 
yar to be electrotyped to meet the large demand, notwithstand- 
ing these few faults, we can recommend it as being decidedly the 
best list published on the American continent. 
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Clippings. 


To THE PosTMASTER OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES AT MURPHYs- 
suRG.—If Patrick Malone thats my husbent (that was) if so be hes 
dead, what belongs to the forteenth rigulars, should niver come 
for this letther, will your honer plais forrard it after him by til 
graff, for like hell be coming home about that time. forever to 
command 

BripGrer MALONE. 


ORIGIN OF ENVELOPES AND PostaGEe Stamps.—Postpaid enve- 
lopes were in use in France as early as the reign of Louis XTV. 
Pelison states that they originated in 1653, with a M. de Velayer, 
who established, under royal authority, a private penny post in 
Paris, placing boxes at the corners of the streets for the reception 
of letters which should be wrapped in a certain efivelope. The 
subject of postage stamps was first agitated in England in 1830, 
but it was not until 1839 that it took a practical form, in the adop- 
tion of what was called the Mulready envelope. In six months this 
envelope was withdrawn, and in May, 1840, the postage stamp was 
adopted instead. ‘The United States Government first issued post- 
age stamps in the year 1847; and the rate of postage was reduced 
to three cents per half ounce for all distances by act of Congress of 
March 3, 1863. So it appears that envelopes were in use long be- 
fore the invention of the postage label or stamp, and that the letter- 
envelope and the stamp are both foreign inventions. —Home 
Journal. 


A SUGGESTION has been made in connection with the postal-ser- 
vice of the city, and it isa good one. The old maxim, that what 
is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander, is at the foundation 
of it. Its conclusion is, that what are good clothes for the letter- 
carriers are excellent habiliments for the postmaster. In other 
words, that if a uniform style of dress is introduced into the post- 
office at all, officers as well as men should be required to wear it, 
the same as in the police force. The appeal is made to Mr. Cress- 
well to at once enforce this rule. A great many people want to 
see Mr. Kelly, and the gay and fashionable clerks in his office, 
attired in the Confederate uniform now worn by those who bring 
our correspondence to our places of residence and business. We 
want one kind of postage stamp for every one engaged in the trans- 
mission of our letters, and shall insist on so equitabl: a principle 
being carried into effect. Livery of some Sort seems to be the 
vogue for servants. Why not for public servants as well as private 
ones ¢ 
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RowLaND HILL NoT THE FIRST DEVISER OF A PENNY Post. 
It may be fondly imagined by some of our readers that Sir Row 
land Hill was the first deviser of a penny post, nothing can be fur 
ther from the truth. He took up an old idea, worked it out zeal- 
ously. and brought it toa suceessful issue. As far back as 1683, 
one Robert Murray, an enterprising upholsterer of London, be 
thought himself of a new way to make a fortune, and set up a penny 
post in the city, thought there were no Spooners or Whalleys in 
parliament in those days, yet the Ultra-Protestant Party denounced 
it as a ‘* device of the Jesuits,’ and vowed that Mr. Murray’s bags, 
if opened, would be found to be full of Romish Bulls and Papal 
Indulgences. Whether this outery alarmed him we know not, but 
Murray appears to have assigned his idea and ** plant”? to a man 
named Dockwra, who, though prosecuted by the crown, for invade 
ing its monopoly, contrived to hold his own so far as to get a pen- 
sion of £200, and with it the controllership of the ‘‘ London District 
Post,’ of which Murray must be regarded as the founder, and be- 
fore many years were over, Mr. Dockwra was suspended on account 
of complaints, among which was one to the effect that often he 
had hazarded the life of a patient when physic was sent by a doe 
tor or apothecary. It appears then that while we sent only boxes 
of pills and powders, the penny post of two hundred years ago 
would carry draughts from St. Bartholomew's to the Strands or to 
Westminster. 

CHEAP OCEAN PostaGre.—Another step toward ocean penny 
postage has been gained. The National Line, which dispatches 
steamers once a week each way between Liverpool and New York, 
calling at Queenstown, offers to carry the British mails at the rate 
of one penny per ounce. The offer, however, has been rejected by 
the British postal authorities, on the ground that the steamships in 
question do not possess sufficient speed. It is true, we believe, that 
they do not generally make their passages within a couple of days 
or so of the average time taken by the boats of the more expensive 
lines, but one thing is now established—that a « ‘company with a fleet 
of steamers amply sufficient to insure regularity of departure, is 
not only willing but anxious to carry mail matter at half the rate 
generally understood in England as ** penny postage,”’ which is 
one penny per half ounce. Competition between different lines of 
steamers, and the pressure of popular demand on the postal author- 
ities on both sides, will soon do the rest. The transactions of gov- 
ernment mails will always be eagerly coveted by every company at 
almost any remunerative rate, not so much for the sake of the ac- 
tual freight as for the kind of semi-official guarantees of the safety 
and sea-going qualities of their vessels thereby implied.— Times. 
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Correspondence. 
To the Editor of the American Journal of Philately. 


DEAR Sir,—Please correct in your next the name of the P. M. 
mentioned in my article on the St. Louis stamps, it is Wymer not 
Hymer. Yours truly, 

L. W. Dursiy. 


* 
en 


To the Editor of the American Journal of Philately: 


DEAR Sir,—The large increase in the number of stamps within the if 
last few years has made the task of getting a complete collection 
almost hopeless to a person of limited means. Many amateurs are : 
giving up for this reason. It has been proposed to collect by con- . 
tinents, that is to say, let every collector select one of the five divi- 
sions of the earth, and obtain every stamp that has been issued in 
the one he may have selected, but I think the chief objection to 
this is, that most amateurs would prefer a variety, so I wish to pro- 
pose another style of arrangement, namely, a Postage Stamp Por 
TRAIT GALLERY, let an amateur obtain one specimen of each stamp 
that has a different portrait upon it. I think the whole collection 
would only number about seventy-five, and would leave room for 
a person to arrange his stamps with taste, which is impossible in 
any other way of collecting, There is no stamps with portraits that 
it is hard to obtain a specimen of. 

Will you not oblige a few of your subscribers in this out-of- 
the-way place, by a short list of the different personages that figure 
on postage stamps’ 

Before closing, allow me to offer my sincere thanks to ** Cosmo- 
politan’’ for the interesting articles he has contributed to the 
Journal. 


Yours, truly, 
Paris Mo. CouNTRY COLLECTOR. 





Answers to Correspondents, 
Rowland Hill, Jr., City—The writer in the Sunday Times is cor- 
rect in giving the derivation of Philately from the Greek Philos, a 
friend or lover, and Telos a tax. The article, we are sorry to say, 


abounds in errors. You will find the other information in the arti- 
cle on *‘ Early Posts’ in this number. 

Alpha Newark.—One advantage you would derive from joining 
the New York Philatelic Society is. that for $2.50 per year you 
have the reading of every periodical devoted to stamp matters, be- 
sides complete sets of nearly all philatelic magazines, manuels, &c. 
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Table to Facilitate the Discovery of the Nation of 
Postage Stamps. 


WE are constantly in receipt of letters from subscribers asking to what 
country some stamp belongs ; and thinking that most amateurs would 
prefer to be able to determine for themselves the nationality of any 
stamp they may obtain, has induced us to reprint from Dr. Gray’s work 
a very useful table, by the aid of which the merest tyro can easily dis- 
cover the country to which any stamp belongs. Considerable additions 
have been made, bringing it up to the present time. 


L—THE NAME OF THE COUNTRY to which a stamp belongs 


being in many instances written in a foreign language, it becomes 
necessary to translate it into English 


Basel, Basle. 

Bayern, Bavaria. 

Braunschweig, Brunswick. 

Chile, Chili. 

Colonies de lempire Frangais, French Colonies. 
Confed. Granadina, New Granada (Confederation). 
Confeon. A rde niina, Argentine Confederation. 

E. EB. U. U. de Venez* United States of Venezuela. 
EKA A, Greece. 

Empire Franc. or Frangais, French Empire. 
Espana, Spain. 

Estados Unidos de Nueva Granada, United States of New Granada. 
Estensi, Modena. 

E. U. de Colombia, United States of Colombia (or New Granada). 
Frankfurt, Frankfort. 

Ge neve, Geneva. 

Hannover, Hanover. 

Helvetia, Switzerland. 

IONIKON KPATO2, Ionian Islands. 

lialiano. or Ttaliane, Italy. 

Luebeck, Lubeck. 

Mejico, Mexico. 

Modonesi, Modena. 

Napole lana, Naples. 

Ned: rland, Holland. 

Nederl Indie, Dutch Indies. 

Nk Culedonie, New Caledonia. 

Nov. Camb. Aust., New South Wales. 

Norge, Norway. 

Parmensi, Parma. 


. thus: 




















ee 
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Preussen, Prussia. 

Republica Argentini, Argentine Republic. 
Republica Oriental, Uruguay. 

Repub. Franc., French Republic. 
Romana, Roumania (or Moldo- Wallachia). 
Romagne, Romagna. 

Sachsen, Saxony. 

Sicilia, Sicily. 

S. P. B., St. Petersburg. 

Sverige, Sweden. 

Thurn und Taxis, Germany. 

Toscano, Tuscany. 

U. S&., United States. 

Venezolana, Venezuela. 

Warzsawska, Warsaw. 

Wendenschen kreises, Livonia. 


Il.—THE NAME OF THE COIN mentioned on stamps is interesting, 
and will lead, in cases where the name of the country is not given on 
them, to the discovery of their origin. 


Anna.—India. 

Bai. or Bay. (Bajoccho).—Rome, Romagna. 

Bani.—W allachia. 

C., Cent., Centes., Centesimos.—Sardinia, Italy, Parma, Modena, Tuscany, 
Lombardy, Venetia, Switzerland, Monte Video (or Uruguay), Cuba, 
Mexico. 

C., Cts., Cent., Cents., Ceritimes—France and her colonies, Belgium, 
Holland, Dutch Guiana, Dutch Indies, Luxemburg, Switzerland, 
Swiss Cantons. 

C., Ct., Cent, or Cents—United States, Confederate States, Liberia, Sand- 
wich Islands, British Guiana, Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 
Hong Kong, Newfoundland, Danish West Indies, 

Centavos.—Chili, New Granada, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Mexico, Argen- 
tine Confederation and Republic, St. Thomas. ‘ 

Cents. P® F’—Luzon. 

Crazia, Crazie—Tuscany. 

Cs. or Cuartos—Spain, Cuba, Luzon: 

Dinero.—Peru. 

F., Fr., Franc.—France, Switzerland. 

G., Gr., Gra. (Grana).—Naples, Sicily. 

Groschen.—Hanover, Oldenburg. \4 

Grote.—Bremen. 

Guten Groschen.—Brunswick, Hanover. 


HAPA.—Servia. 
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Kopeck.—Russia, Poland, Finland. 


Kr., Kreuzer.—Austria, Baden, Bavaria, South Germany (Thurn and 


‘T'axis), Wurtemburg. 
AKI. (Lepton, or Lepita).—Greece. 
Lrbra (1 \b.)—Spain (official). 
Lira.—ltaly, Tuscany, Modena. 
Neu Groschen. Saxony. 
Onza (ounce).—Spain (official). 
Ore.-—Sweden. 
Para, Parale——Danubian Principalities, Turkey, Egypt. 
Pe. ( ptastre).—Egypt. 
Pen. ( pennia). Finland. 
Penny and Pence.—Great Britain and British possessions. 
eseta.—Peru. 
Peso.—New Granada, Buenos Ayres, Costa Rica, Peru. 


Pies.—India. 

Quattr. (quattrino).—Tuscany. 

Rap., Rappen.—Switzerland, Swiss Cantons. 
Real Plata.—Cuba, Luzon. 

Reis.—Portugal, Azores, Madeira. 

Rigsbank Skilling, R. B. S—-Denmark. 





Pfennige, Pfenninge.—Brunswick, Saxony, Prussia,. Hanover. 


Rs., Real, Reales. Spain, Mexico, Venezuela, Buenos Ay res, Costa Rica. 


Corrientes, Monte Video, Honduras. 


Sch., Nehilling, Schillinge.—Mecklenburg Schwerin, Mecklenburg Strelitz. 
Lubeck, Hamburg, Schleswig Holstein, Bergedorf, Heligoland. 


Schilling ert.—Holstein. 
Schw. (schwar).—Oldenburg. 
Scudo.—Rome. 


S. Gr., Sub. gr., Silbergroschen._-_Luxemburg, North Germany (Thurn and 


Taxis), Brunswick, Oldenburg, Bremen, Prussia. 
Shilling.—Great Britain and British possessions. 
Skill. Beco.—Sweden. 

Soldo, Soldi.— Austria, Italy, Tuscany. 
S., Skill., Skilling —Denmark, Norway. 
Thaler.—Oldenburg, Hanover. 
Tornese.—Naples. 


It1t.—TABLE OF THE INSCRIPTION SIGNIFYING ‘ POSTAGE’ 


ON STAMPS bearing the head of sovereign, but no other indication, 


| except monetary value, of their place of issue. 
Certificado, Certdo.—Spain. 
Correio.——Portugal. 
Correos.—Spain, Cuba, Luzon. 
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Correos Franco.—Spain. 

Correos Interior.—Luzon. 
Freimarke.—Prussia (old issue.) 
Frimerke.-—Norway. 

K. K. Post Zectungs Stempel.—-Austria. 
Postes.—Belgium, Luxemburg. 

Post Zegel.—Holland. 

Uku Leta.—Hawaiian Islands. 





IV.—TABLE OF EMBLEMS OR DEVICES ON STAMPS. 


Bear-in- Tree—Madrid. 

Beaver.—Canada. 

Britannia, or Minerva.—Mauritius, Trinidad, Barbadoes. 

Bull's Head.—Moldavia. 

and Kagle——Danubian Principalities. 

Castle and Numeral.——Hamburg. 

( . ~Berged rf. 

Codfish.—Newfoundland. 

Cornucopia.—Peru. 

——, cap of Liberty, and ship in shield—New Granada. 

Orescent and star.—Turkey. 

Cross, in five-sided shield.—_Switzerland (federal), French and German 
Cantons. 

——, in oblong shield.—Neufchatel. 

, in circular shield.—V aud, Winterthur. 

, in crowned shield—Tuscany and Modena (provisivnal). 

Crown, sword and sceptre.—Denmark, Danish West Indies. 

Dove.—Basle. 

Eagle, single-headed.—Modena, Prussia. 

, surmounting shield—New Ghieadi: Ecuador. 

, grasping thunderbolt.—V enezuela. 

, crowned, holding a serpent.—Mexico. 

— ’ double. headed, crowned.—Austria, Austrian Italy. 

, and post-horns.—-Russia, Poland, St. Petersburg. 



































, on globe.—Bolivia. 
—, double-headed, crowned, post-horns, and bull’s head—Dauubian 
Principalities. 
, double-headed, without crown.—Schleswig-Holstein. 
Fleur- de-lyys. —Parma, Naples. 
Griffin segreant.—Livonia. 
Griffins supporting shield —Baden. 
Hope.—Cape of Good Hope. 
Horse prancing.—Hanover, Brunswick. 
, wheatsheaf, and arms on shield.—V enezuela. 











Re en tr 
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sei cow, house and scales, surmounted by SuUli.— Monte V deo (or 
Uruguay). 

Key.—Bremen. 

and half eagle-—Geneva. 

Keys crossed and tiara.—Roman States. 





Liberty, profil of.—France (Re spub lic), Corrientes, Buenos Ayres 
, figure of —Switzerland, Liberia. 

Li ym ond U7 nicorn, supporting shield. —H; anover, W urt ml erg, 

- rampant.— Norway, Finland, Luxembourg, Belgiun 

—— couchant.—Sweden. 





| 


—— supporting shield. Tuscany. 

Lions and towers, in shu ld. Spain. 

(three) and stag-horns.—W urtemburg. 
Lilama.—Peru. 

Mercury, profile of. — Austria, Greece. 
Mountain landscape.—Nicaragua, Bolivia. 





Numeral-—Germany, Levant, Wurtemburg, Sandwich Islands, Schleswig 
Holstein, Baden (old issue), Bavaria, Ltaly (newspaper), Prussia, 
Uruguay. 

—_——_—— ., lion above—Sweden. 

Orange Tree.-—Orange States. 

Posthorn and trefoil— Hanover. 

——— under eagle.—Russia, Poland. 

- under or on sides of shield.—F inland. 

and bull's head.—Moldavia. 
eagle, and bull's head.—Danubian Principalities. 

Post-horse and rider.—U nited States. 

Pyramid.—Honduras. 

—_—_—_—_——_—_— and Sph ina. Egypt. 

Vueen on throne.—V ictoria. 

Rose, shamrock and thistle. —Newfoundland. 

Seal.—Newfoundland. 

Shield and crown.—Oldenbirg, Saxony, Sweden. 











, surrounded! by collar. Spi un. 

Steam- Bejine-oiew Brunswick, United States. 

Ship sailing.—British Guiana, Newfoundland. 

Slteamship.—New Brunswick, Pacific Steam Navigation Company, 
Buenos Ayres, Ecuador, La Guaira, Levant, St. Thomas, United 
States. 

Sultan’s sign-manuel.—Turkey. 

Sun, re sple ndent.—Monte V ideo. 

and cap of Liberty.—Arge tine Confederation and Republic. 

Swan.—Western Australia. 

Sword, sceptre and crown.—Denmark, Danish West Indies. 
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Tiara and crossed keys.— Roman States. 
Town figure in front.—New South Wales. 
Trefoil and post-horn.—Hanover. 

Trinacria, horse, and fleurs-de-lys. —Naples. 
View of seas and mountains.—Costa Rica. 
Virgin and lamps.—Virgin Isles. 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


We will commence this month’s article by correcting an error that 
crept into our paper in the last number. In reviewing the new 
postage stamps, we inadvertently wrote Head of Franklin instead of 
Head of Washington for the six cent specimen. 

FRANCE.—.\nnexed we give an engraving of the 
new journal stamps, representing a tax and the 
postage also; they are all of the same type, each of 
which appears in three colors, although by a rather 
complicated arrangement these two values are in 
creased to six—the colors and values are as fol- 
lows: 


PPP FF SFIS 


2 cents and 5 cents, violet. 
ee er OD blue. 
® tt ‘“ 


5 “ * red, 

The violet pair represent the journal tax only; the 
blue, the tax and the departmental postage of two 
cents ; and the red, the tax and the general postage of four cents. 

Sr. THomAS AND Porto Rico.—The first four values of the new stamps 
for this island are printed in black, on white paper; we understand that 
some doubts are expressed as to their genuine character. 

ANnTI0QuIA.—Have on the authority of the Philatelic Society, London, 
issued a set of stamps; the designs are very similar to the lately issued 
stamps of New Grenada. In the center are the arms of Colombia, sur- 
mounted by nine stars, and eneircled by the inscription E. 8. ANTI0QUIA; 
E. E. U. U. D. B. Corompra—at the top of eaeh stamp is the word cor. 
REOS, and below is given the value. 


aS) 





IraLy.—We have to chronicle a new stamp for this 
kingdom—the value is ten cents, and the color yellow- 
ish brown, on white paper; they will not however 
come into general use until the old stock of the segna 
tassa stamps are exhausted, 


TRINADAD.—We understand from the Stamp Col- 
lectors’ Magazine, that there will shortly be a five shil- 
ling stamp issued for this island. 





"~ 
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HoLLAND.—Has issued a stamp of the value of one and a half cents— 
the design is the same as the newly issued one and two; color is of a 
beautiful pink shade, which shows off the engraving to great advantage. 

CrYLon.—The stamps of this island are now found with the word 
SERVICE printed across the face, in red on the six pence and two shil 
lings—in black on the others. 

GAMBIA—We annex an engraving of 
the newly issued stamps for this colony. 
They are embossed on white paper and 
have a very handsome appearance. 

W ALLACHIA.—We also give a cut of 
the new stamp for Wallachia, that was 
described in our last. 





Correspondence. 


To the Editor of the Anu rican Journal of Philate ly > 

Dear Sir: Having lately received official information confirming the 
authenticity of the two reales rose stamp of Honduras, I take pleasure 
in giving your readers the benefit of it. I am in receipt of a letter from 
the American minister resident of the United States to Honduras, who 
informs me that the 2r. rose is a genuine stamp issued by the Honduras 
Government; he states that no other color was ever used, and also claims 
the honor of having been instrumental in its issue, for it was at his sug- 
gestion that stamps were adopted shortly after his arrival in that country. 

The Hon. Richard H. Rousseau was appointed American Minister Resi- 
dent to Honduras, May 14th, 1866, so that from the information I have 
received, it is probable that the stamp was issued during the last three 
months of 1866. Fok truly, 


June 15th. J. A. Perriz, M. D. 


To the Editor of the American Journal of Philately : 
DEAR Sir: In my collection I have the following stamps printed in 
black, on 


Orange glazed paper, ribbed. 


Blue “ee “ec 
Green “ “ th 
Rose ie 


Green plain paper. 
The inscription on each is Exerciro Em OperRAcoEs Contra O Para- 
GUAY oblong. 
As soon as I obtained them I wrote a letter asking information, and 
received the following reply from a correspondent at Rio, Brazil. “ The 
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stamps, ‘army in Paraguay’ are used on letters coming from that country 
to denote only their presence, but have not a postal value; all the corres- 
pondence being free of postage (Franca) from the Brazilian army and 
squadron.” 

The letters coming from the squadron are canceled with a band stamp 
E Squapra BLoqueapora. These stamps have been noticed in the 
Mereury, also in the Philatelist, each asking the information I haye the 


pleasure of handing your readers. Yours truly, 
June ist. J. A. Pernriz, M. D. 


Our Postage Stamp Portrait Gallery. 
SIR JAMES BROOKE. 





BY “TRAVELER.” 


WE have chosen Sir James Brooke for the first portrait in our “ gal- 
lery,” because his life is probably less familiar to our readers than that of 
any person whose portrait figures on any postage stamp. 

Sir James Brooke was born in London, on the 29th 
of April, 1803. He was educated at the Norwich 
Grammar School. He entered the army of the East 
India Company, as a cadet, in 1817, and served with 
distinction in the Burmese war; but, being severely 
wounded, was compelled to return home. Buta person 
of such a temperament as our hero could not remain 
long idle. Scarcely had his wound healed than he re- 
entered the army, but was compelled to resign shortly 
after on account of his health. 
Mr. Brooke had long been contemplating the civilization of the Malay 
races; and, on the death of his father, inheriting sufficient to put his 
ideas into execution, he at once proceeded to fit himself for the great 
work he had laid out for himself. He spent about three years cruising 
about in his yacht, the “Royulist,” visiting China and the Indian Archi- 
pelago. In July, 1839, he landed on the coast of Borneo, and at once 
made arrangements with the Malay Rajah of Sarawak for permission to 
visit the island; which being granted, he made an extended journey 
through every part, and gained a great deal of information that was of 
immense service to him afterward. 

In 1841 he was appointed Rajah of Sarawak, by the Sultan, but had to 
yay an annual tribute of about $2,500. But, in consideration of this, he | 
fad the monopoly of dealing in some of the most valuable products of 
the country. ‘Inder his able management, the country steadily increased 
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in everything pertaining to civilization. In 1844 he wes appointed agent 
for the English Government in Borneo. In 1847 Mr. eg returned 
to England, and was then created a Knight of the re by Her Majesty. 
He returned to Sarawak the next year. In 1857, the Chinese residing 
in Sarawak revolted, and were soon put down with the aid of the Malays. 

Of Sir James Brooke's personal courage it is not necessary to speak; 
but to this quality he added a skill in the use of all weapons, and a quick- 
ness of eye and limb which were quite extr: aordin: iry. ‘To the moment 
when par: alysis struck him down for the first time, the Rajah had few 
equals in that rapid and vigorous fence which is really of service in a 
struggle, nor in real pistol play. There are many men, it is likely, who 
could cut the pips of a card more accurately, but I never saw one who 
was the Rajah’s match in firing all round, in front, in rear, running, or 
wheeling about. ‘That most treacherous weapon, the revolver, was sure as 
a duelling pistol in his hands. When the Chinese rebels came down to 
Kutching on the night of February 18, 1867, their first object was to sur- 
round the Government House, with the intention of killing the sovereign. 
They knew that he and his body-servant were alone in the building, 
it was not custom: iry before this event to post any sentine Is either by 
night or day. The Chinese force was over three thousand, and the half 
of this number marched in silence through the darkness to the attack. 
They fired the building, and stood in wait for their victim, yelling and 
wasting their powder after the usual Chinese manner. 

Half of them were drunk: all were thirsting for the Rajah’s blood. But 
so terrible was the prestige surrounding him, so deeply founded the belief 
in his miraculous skill, that when the object of their hatred sprang 
through a window from the blazing house, with a pistol in each hand and 
a sabre between his teeth, the fifteen hundred burly Chinamen sprang from 
his desperate path, and, without a wound, he dashed through a living lane 
of intended murderers. He reached the stream that fenced the Residence 
gardens, pursued by the cowardly host, plunged in, dived beneath the 

sampans lying there, and rose among the bushes on the farther bank. But 

as he rose, anothe r peril loomed over him, for a dark figure stooped above 
his hiding-place, and eager eyes were examining the water. One hasty 
glance assured the Rajah that this new foe wasal! alone; he sprang in one 
tremendous bound at the bent throat, and shortened his sabre to finish the 
work. 

But a strangled voice gurgled forth—‘ It’s I, sir—Penty, sir! O, for 
God’s sake, Sir James! ” The Rajah was fond of telling this story, and 
Penty, his steward, a stalwart west countryman, always grinned from ear 
to ear in listening to it, and invariably wound up the finale with an in- 
consequential “ Yes, sir!” The Dyaks also, among whom wrestling is a 
favorite pastime, had a notion that their Rajah was more than a match for 
their most skillful champions. Whether there was any ground for this 
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idea, or how it came to be accredited, I can not tell ; most surely Sir James 
Brooke had never entered the lists with their naked warriors. It may 
be that in some early struggle, when the leader of the Sarawak forces had 
to take hand-to-hand part in every action, the Dyaks saw him successful- 
ly disarm an antagonist by this means, thence the opinion spread. One 
evening, shortly after the Kyan war, Mr. Stuart Johnson, third and 
youngest of the Rajah’s nephews, brought down a guest to Government 
House, in the person of “Joke,” a Kennowit chieftain of great impor- 
tance somewhere on the Rejang river, and a noted champion of all weap- 
ons and games. Messrs. Johnson and Cruikshank, residents of Kennowit, 
each tried a fall with him, but he threw them.easily. The Rajah happen- 
ed to enter the room just as | asked Joke whether any Englishman in the 
country could match him. “No one but the Rajah,” he said, looking at 
his sovereign with a curious expression of mingled worship and curiosity 
in hiseyes. “ Why, Iam old and very thin, Joke!” said Sir James, 
smiling. “So is the rattan, Rajah!” replied. the Kennowit, quick as 
thought. 

In 1863 he left Sarawak for the last time, and settled on his estate in 
Devonshire, where he died from the effects of a paralytic attack, on the 
11th of June, 1868, at the age of 65-years. 


Clippings. 
ISABELLA’S HEAD still ornaments Spanish postage stamps. It gives 
her rebellious subjects an opportunity to punch it, you know. 





THE New PostaGe Sramps.—A Down East paper says the govern- 
ment introduced the present nondescript things called postage stamps for 
the purpose of frightening counterfeiters.— Herald. 


THE OTHER DAY a little girl presented a letter at the post-office. There 
being no stamp upon it, the post-master inquired whether she had not 
brought three cents. ‘‘ No,” she replied, “father has put the stamp in- 
side.” 

Once, when Jeff. Davis was crossing the Capitol Square in Richmond, 
a drunken North Carolina soldier stopped him and inquired, “ Say, mister, 
be’ent you Jefferson Davis? “Sir, that is my name.’ “TI thought so,” 
replied tar-heel, “you look so much like a Confederate postage stamp.” 


Wuicn State in the Union does the engraving of the Italian stamp in 
the present number represent ?—O(h)io. 


THE OLD sTYL¥ of three cent postage stamps had thereon a face of 
Washington, out of compliment toa good man. It now has a railway 
scene, to represent how Congressmen make money. The two cent stamp 
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represents a& man on horseback. This represents Be oth’ Ss death ride into 
Mary land. The one cent stamp should represent acow with the favorite 
son of the Covington postmaster fast to her tail. This out of compliment 
to Grant. 

THE GREATEST abomination in the city is the old shanty called the 
Post Office, in Nassau street. Not only is it unsuited for the purpose by 
size and construction, but it is actually falling into such a state of ru 
and decay that the business of the foreign mail department can not be con- 
ducted in consequence of falling ceilings and the uninvited visits of 1 
rain which comes through the roof, to the great possible damage of 1 
wore mail matter. Besides this, a portion of the Post Office business, 
we believe, has to be done somewhere outside the building for want of 
room. This j is a scandalous condition of things. We have now a new 
Postmaster and should have a new Post Office. W hat IS fee ymmiutt 


doing who were appointed to select a site for the new building? T'! le 
late Legistature empow' ed them to change the original site to a higher 
place in the Park—a very necessary measure, because the spot chosen for 
the Post Office was about the most inconvenient and impracticable for the 


business in the city. A meeting of the citizens should be held to stir up 
this committee and ascertain what they are about.— Herald. 

To show that other papers sometimes make slight mistakes, even worse 
than we have fallen into yet, we give two extracts verbatim from the 
Stamp Collectors’ Magazine, which speak for themselves—the one being a 
note by the Editor on an article translated from Moen’s magazine, and 
the other an extract from .a continued article “Concerning reprints.” 

[Nore. Very slight discrepancies may be observable in the communi 
cations of the two writers, but nothing at all deteriorating from the value 
of this apparently — tic and interesting information. 

On . cing at the statistics of issue, we need not be surprised at the 
enormously Tistepertitaite shoals of the 6 cent stamps we meet with, in 
comparison with the other denominations. | 

A supplementary bit of postal gossip will amuse our readers to the ef- 
fect that our ente rprising r publishers (than whom no one, we are confident, 
will be more surprised at the announcement) have successfully negotiated 
with the Spanish Government for the purchase of the oriyinal dies of the 
early issues, for the purpose of reprinting them for sale; and also with the 
Brazilian authorities for those of the large figured series.—Ep. Stamp 
Collectors’ Magazine, Vol. 2, p. 1038. 


SPAin.—None of the numerous series of stamps for this country have 
been reprinted, and the reprinting of the old issues L850 4 has been ren 
dered impossible by the alteration of some of the dies to make them serve 
for fiscal stamps, and by the partial destruction of others; these old issues 
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have declined considerably in value during the last two or three years, 
but it has been by a perfectly natural process. 

The fall is entirely the result of the discovery of large quantities of used 
specimens by enterprising dealers.—Stamp Collectors’ Magazine, Vol. 7, 


p. 60. 


PUNCH DOING JUSTICE TO THE Post-Orrice.—There is good sense and 
justice in a paragraph which we beheld the other evening in the Glow- 
worm. Somebody wrote to it, alleging that the Post- Office did not de- 
liver his letters regularly; and the luminous journal intimates, in reply, 
first, that it does not believe him, and secondly, that if his letters mis- 
carry, it is most likely his own fault. Mr. Punch is so terrib ly, yet so 
justly severe upon all public departments that fail in thei “ir duty, that he 
deems it right to say that he indorses both the Glowworm’s answ ers to its 
correspondent. The Post-Office does its business better than any estab- 
lishment for which we pay. Of course, if you choose to direct your let- 
ters in a villainous hand, and to give them to your servant to post, who, 
not wanting to wet her feet, gives them to the butcher's boy when he calls, 
who, not being at the moment en rouée for a Post-Office, carries them in 
his pocket until he can intrust them to a butcherly young friend, who 
puts them into his tray and finally jerks them down an area, the proba- 
bilities of their being delivered are somewhat reduced. But direct your 
letter in a legible hs and, with no fewer and no more werds than are need- 
ful, and post it yourself, in a mild but determined manner, and, Glad- 
stone’s head to Rearden’s, your missive arrives safely. Mr. Punch’s com- 
plaint of the Post-Office is, that it delivers much too regularly, and much 
too often, correspondence which is simply waste-paper; but that is not 
the Duke of Montrose’s fault, but Jr. Punch’s misfortune.-—The Phila- 
telist. 


Answers to Correspondents. 


H. BretzeL, Hopoken.—If you wish an answer by post you must send 
a stamp for return postage. 

F. E. M.—We can not give you the exact date, but they have been out 
of use for many years. 


W. R. B., CanapDA.—Send on the promised article. We shall be very 
glad of it. 

CoLLEctor, NEw ORLEANS.—Certainly a collector of revenue stamps 
can call himself a philatelist. In our opinion he has a better right to the 
name than a postage stamp collector. Foreign revenue stamps can be 
obtained of our publishers. 
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ENVELOPE STAMPS.—Similar design to the adhesives, only the shield is 
composed of fine horizontal lines, and the figure of value and lettering 
is embossed. Red impression on buff paper. These have also been 
reprinted by the same party. 

(Zo be continued.) 





Little Dealers. 


GrorGE AvGustus SaLa has been writing in the Belgravia Magazine 
a series of articles called “ Letters from Lilliput,” among which he devotes 
an epistle each to ‘“‘ Little Haters,” “ Little Villains,” &. Now, had we 
the “pen of a ready writer,” we would like to sketch out at full length 
our reminiscences as venders of stamps, including our experiences, with 
what we would not inaptly style “Little Dealers.” Our business having 
been considerably in the wholesale line, we could tell some curious tales. 
Now, by the term “little,” we have no particular reference to the size of 
the subject, as we have, in the most of cases, no opportunity of judging, 
our trade being principally by mail. We have no doubt in many in- 
stances youthful stamp dealers are better posted, and carry on their com- 
merce on more strictly commercial principles, than do numerous full. 
grown parties in the same line of trade. In general, our conception of a 
“ Little Dealer” is more applied to his paucity of knowledge of his pur- 
suit, and to his extremely flexible ideas touching profit and loss. The 
regular “ Little Dealer” is a person who, having succeeded in gathering 
together some fifty or sixty extra dirty and torn specimens of postage 
stamps, and whose sources of supply have been exhausted, suddenly be- 
comes illuminated by the brilliant notion that he can be a “Dealer,” and 
increase his own ccllection by his profits—so down he sits and writes to 
some large establishment a letter something like the following: 


“Dear Sir: If you please, I am a dealer in stamps, if you please. And 
if you please, I want you to send me by return mail, if you please, some 
stamps of all countries, cheap. I can sell a great lot if they are cheap. 
If you please to send some of Siberia, West Australia, South America, 
Newfoundland, Canada East, Bergedorf, Mauritius, Modena, etc., and you 
will get your money. I want them, if you please, to sell for two or three 
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cents apiece, for the boys won’t give more, and I want to make a profit, if 
you please, and you will get your money,” etc., etc., ete. 

Or something like this: 

“San Francisco, Noy. 8, 1866. 

“Dear Srrs: We having heard of your catalogue, we inclose a stamped 
envelope and ten cen.s, for which you will please send us one. We are 
going to start up the stamp business, and as we must have some rare 
stamps, so we were recommended to you by a friend of ours, who said 
you would sell them tous cheap. If you let us have them cheap, we 
would buy a great many of them. Would you also be so kind as to tell 
us which would be the best way to send money to you? Send us,” ete. 

The reader may imagine that these letters are fictitious if he likes, but 
we who are in the business see queer correspondence, and the above are 
nearly literal copies, excepting only the usual eccentricities in spelling. 
The “ Little Dealer,” when he receives his stamps, in the first place selects 
all he wants for his own book, and should the remainder happen to sell 
for sufficient to pay his suppliers, he will probably liquidate; if not, he 
considers they have the right to loose, not he. He is constant in his de- 
mands for Liberian, Buenos Ayrean, and such postals, and expects to get 
them at such rates as will allow him a moderate profit of say 500 per cen- 
tum when sold to “ the boys” at two and three cents each. He calls for 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia shilling stamps with as much coolness 
as if they grew profusely in orchards, and is peculiarly pertinacious in his 
vociferations for ‘real Connells,” and assures us that he can dispose of 
‘lots if they are cheap.” The utmost range of his vision of the worth of 
the rarest used stamps is about five cents, and he expects to procure un 
used specimens, no matter how scarce, at the original face value. He 
grows clamorous when his moderate requests are not complied with, and 
only waits till he gets a few dollars in debt to us to disavow all ideas of 
future commerce, informing us with the utmost sang-froid that “ your 
prices are so dear I won’t deal with you any more, and I have lost so 
much I can’t pay you what I owe you; besides, you never sent me the 





stamps I wanted, and there is a man in who will give me Liberia, 
etc. stamps, so like that nobody can tell the difference, for 20c a dozen, 
and they are just as good. You needn't write no more letters as I didn’t 


write to you under my real name, etc., etc.,” or “Iam gving away next 
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week and no letters will reach me.” It is only fair to add i 
that the dealer who pent ed o rst quoted letter we | 


man descent, which accounts in ¢ eat mea ior nis cur 


We mig! t also ay that in his ec ‘ dema wert y 
that he quitt d the business only because, as he info 
a bookstore now learning to be a b st "— Post Ss K 


On the earliest Sydney Stamps and on P 
Sydney Viev 
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without the pre} ud Stam} 3.” He fur r San ie > Stan ps S I 
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The stamp here alluded to to frank letters, delivered 


witbin the limits of the city of Sydney. It wa incolors 


stamp—the design being the royal arms encircled by the wor 
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WE will commence our article this month by giving engravings of the 
two stamps lately issued by the North 
German Confederation, which is ren- 
dered necessary by the fact that we in 
one place spoke of them as 10 and 20 
silber groschen, instead of 10 and 30 
groschen, as will be seen by our cuts. 








ow wow 

La Guatra.—The first on our list is a new stamp for this country, and 
in all probability there is a complete set, but we have been unable to 
obtain the required information, although we have delayed noticing it 
since last month. 

The design consists of a steamship to left in centre, surmounted by a 
band inscribed pos Reais. Beloware the letters 9. A. ¥. € % Curacao. 
The central device is inclosed in square frame containing the legend La 
GuaIRA to left, P™ CaBELLO to right, PAQUETE above, and San THomas 
below. The figure 2 occupies circle in each corner. It is printed in red 
on white paper, and is perforated. The specimen we copy from is so 
badly cancelled that we are not certain we are right in every particular, 
but hope to give fuller information next month. 

Russ1a.—The new envelopes lately adopted have been completed with 
one for St. Petersburg. The design consists of the double-headed eagle 
in circle, the same as its predecessors, and is surrounded by Russian 
characters. It is much smaller than the 5 kopeck it supersedes. It is 
printed in dark violet, on the left-hand corner of the envelope. 

We annex the engravings of two newly-discovered Russian locals, and 
we understand from our European contemporaries that in all probability 
there are a number of others. 

The first represented is used in the 
district of Bogorodok. The inscription 
on it reads VILLAGE Post OF THE CIR- 
cuit OF Bocoropok, 5 Kopecks. The 
color is blue on white paper. The other 
is used in the township of. B rowitch, 
province of Novgorod. The inscription 
round the large circle reads BorowITcH 
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PostTaGE STAMP, on the small one above, RURAL, and on lower one Post. 

Urucuay.—A new set of stamps are being prepared for this country 
by the American Bank Note Co. 

TRINIDAD.—The anticipated five shilling stamp 
for this country has now made its appearance. The 
design reminds us somewhat of the English stamp 
of the same value and size, but it isa decided 
improvement upon the latter, both in engraving 
and color, which is of a rich lake. 

HoLutanp.—The lately ssued le. stam} was 





doomed to have but a short life. The color is now 


FIVE SHILLINGS 


ww —LAPRMAL LLLP 





POLI LPI IPI III 





changed to dark green, which shows the design to 
better advantage. 

Spain aND CuBA.—The first indication of a change in government o1 
the postage stamp of Spain appears in the impression of the words Ha- 
BILITADO POR LA NACION (authorized by the nation), on certain specimens 
of the 12 cuartos, 1867, and of the words HABILITADO POR LA JUNTA 


REVOLUCIONARIA (authorized by the revolutio1 ary assem! ly ), On copies 
of the 20c. d'esco of same date. Both these surcharged inscriptions are 
printed in black, the first in a vertical position (reading from bottom to 
top), the secona in an oblique pos tion, The forn er 1s i O lol nd on the 
current 10c. and 20c. of Cuba. Their employment is really, as M. Moens 


’ 





points out, entirely superfluous, unless it is to be understood that stamps 
destitute of the magic words have not been issued by order of the nation, 
: and therefore are not legal tender for postage. If we look for an explan 
ation of the appearance of these inscriptions, we may find it in assuming 
that the stock in hand at the post office is exhausted, and that it is the 
fresh supplies which are now being issued that bear the surcharged words 


heskss. 


} 


which are at once an intimation of the change in government, and an 


obliteration of the portrait of the dethroned Queen.—Stamp Collectors’ 
Magazine. 


Schools of Philately. 
BY Cc. P. 8 
For some time past, a very considerable portion of our contemporaries 








bi 
14 


have been taken up with articles on the above subject, so that the ques- 
tion has probably been asked by nearly all our readers, “ Have Ameri- 
can collectors any distinctive ideas in regard to their mode of collecting 
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it was asserted, by her husband. After remaining a widower eight years, 
he took for his second wife his own niece, daughter of the King of 
Portugal, who, fortunately for herself, died after a year, childless. A few 
months after her death, Kerdinand, unable to remain single, married 
Maria Josephine Amelia, niece of the Elector of Saxony. For ten years 
this unfortunate lady endured her beastly husband, and then sank 
childless into the welcome grave. 

Ferdinand was now forty-five years of age, a miserable, worn-out 
debauchee. His great anxiety was that he would probably die childless, 
and the sceptre would pass into the hands of his hated brother Carlos. 


He therefore sought out a fourth bride—Christina, a daughter of the 
King of Naples. She was a giddy girl, twenty years of agé, without 
conscience. It having been found that this union would probably prove 
childless like the former ones, it is reported that the ministers of Ferdi- 
nand suggested to Christina that a law higher than the claims of ordinary 
morality required that she should produce an heir to the throne. 

It would appear that Christina readily acceded to this advice, for she at 
once adopted as her favorite a private of the King’s guard, Munuz by 
name, the son of a tobacconist of Madrid. The King’s friends exulted 
greatly, while the Carlists were in the depths of despair, when it was 
announced that the Queen was in an interesting condition. At this time 
there existed a law excluding females from the Spanish throne. In a 
moment of weakness the old King was influenced by his father confessor 
and the Queen to promulgate an edict transmitting the throne to females 
as well as males. At length, on the 10th of October, 1830, a daughter 
was born, Isabella, the present ex-Queen of Spain. Carlos and his friends 
had determined to deluge Spain with blood rather than submit to this 
child, soon to be their sovereign. Christina, in the mean time, had been 
appointed regent, and had raised an army to put down the Carlist party. 
In a short time she again became a mother, a daughter being born named 
Louisa. When Isabella was only three years of age, Ferdinand assembled 
the Cortes to take their oath of allegiance to her. They assembled June 
8th, 1833, and the festival was one of barbaric grandeur. Shortly after 
this the old King died, and Isabella was proclaimed Queen, Cliristina, 
her mother, being regent. Year after year the land was deluged with 
blood, and everything in the country was neglected. At length it became 
necessary to find a husband for the Queen, and after much persuasion 
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and violence, even, it is said, she consented to accept Francisco, a son of 
her father’s brother, an imbecile, worthless young man. It is said the 
Court of France urged this marriage from state reasons, as they desired 
Louisa, wife of Montpensier, to ascend the throne of Spain. Not a year 
had passed, when all Europe had heard of the quarrels of Isabella with 
her husband, and it was stated that a divorce was thought of on account 
of Francisco’s well known physical incompetency. It is not to be won- 
dered at that Isabella, reared as she had been, should develop a repulsive 
character, and, imitating her mother and grandmother, gain for her Court 
the reputation of the most corrupt in Europe. Isabella has had several 
children. In 1850 she gave birth to a son, who died almost immediately. 
A year after, Maria Isabella, wife of Count Girgenti, was born, and she 
has also a son living, Alfonso, eleven years of age. Without possessing 
the mental attributes of the Russian Messalina, Catharine, her passions 
have carried her even farther, and her pursuit of dissolute pleasure has 
been systematic and unblushing. 


Marfori, her best favorite, is described as a man of low origin, but 


pleasing manners. Many of my readers will remember that some years 
ago the American Minister at Madrid was supposed to be particularly 
favored, and a duel was the consequence. 


Isabella is now living in Paris, surrounded by every luxury, and no 
doubt enjoys herself better than when at Madrid, oppressed by the cares 
of state. With commendable foresight, some years ago she purchased a 
large estate near Williamsburgh, Penn., and it may be that she will use 
it before long, as a retreat for herself and favorites. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


The Continental Philatelic Magazine, No. 5, June, Amsterdam: C. Van 
Rinsum : 


Some months since we received the first number of this magazine, and, 
in common with the rest of the philatelic press, made merry at the ex- 
pense of the proprietor, and it is possible that we should still have con- 
tinued to look upon it in the same light, had it not been for the edi- 
tor's reply to the rewarks passed upon it by the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine 
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THE CHRONOLOGICAL SYSTEM. 


BY W. K FREEMAN, 


Continued from page 21. 


1863. 
AUSTRIA 
ADHESIV} 


oval) 2 kr. vellow 


> i. green, 
5“ red 
10 *“ blue 
15 “ brown 


NEWSPAPEI 


» (oct.) no value, lavendar 


ENVELOPES 


Eagle, (oval) 3 kr. greet 
” 5 “ red 
10 blue 
15 z brow! 
95 : lilac 
AUSTRIAN ITALY. 
ADITESIVI 
Eagle, (oval) 2 a] Idi yellow 
: > yreen 
5 et red 
10 b 
15 P brown 


Eagle, 


Port 


ENVELOPES 


(oval) 3 soldi ree! 
" 5 , red 
10 blue 
15 ri brown 
2h 7 lilac 


BAHAMAS. 


ADHESIVE 


ait Victoria, (rect.) 1 s. green 


BAVARIA. 
ADHESIVI 


l npaid letter Stp., (rect.) 3 kr. black. 


BREMEN. 
ADHESIVI 


Arms of city on shield, (rect.) 2 grote, orange 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
A DHESIVI 
Ship in garter, large, (rect.) 6c. blue 
24c. green 
? ikc. red 
BRUNSWICK. 
ADHESIVE 
Crowned horse, (oblong) ‘¢sq 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
ADHESIVI 
Hope, Xc., (rect.) ls. green 
CONFEDERATE STATES. 
ADHESIVI 
Head of Jackson, (rect.) 2c. carmine 
FRANCE 
ADHESIVI 
Laureated head, (rect.) 2c. brown 
. . ic grey 
HONG KONG. 
ADITESIVI 
Hd. Victoria, (rect). 4c. green gray 
r; 6c. lilac 
5Ue, | ink 
ITALY. 
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JAMAICA. 
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A Plea for “Revenue Stamp” Collecting. 
BY COSMOPOLITAN. 


There exists no doubt at the present moment many philatelists who 
“an, with the great Roman Emperor, weep ‘‘ because their are no 
more worlds to conquer.’’ Let me, in a few words, call their at- 
tention to a branch of their favorite pursuit which as yet seems to 
have met with but little favor on either side of the Atlantic: | 
allude to the collection of Revenue Stamps, issued not only by our 
own Government, but others, for various purposes and uses. ‘Take, 
for instance, our own revenue labels. It would be impossible 
almost to find designs of greater beauty or variety than at present 
exist. Commencing with the little 2c. bank check, and running 
up to $200 U. S. Internal Revenue, they present a variety of form 
and color infinitely diverse and pleasing. Produce me, if possible, 
a more beautifuf or better executed stamp of any country than our 
$3.00 manifest or charter party. A person may say, ‘‘ True, they 
are very beautiful, but being only about 100, or thereabouts, in 
number, we can soon obtain them, and our labor is at an end.’’ 
Not so, my industrious friend. If you should succeed in obtaining 
a full set of revenues proper, commence with match stamps; you 
will be astonished to find how many different designs you will ob- 
tain ina short time without appreciable trouble. Some of these 
stamps in the writer’s possession are really works of art, and just 
as worthy of preservation as some postal labels I could name. 
Should you imagine you have exhausted the ‘‘match”’’ line of 
work, commence with ‘‘playing card stamps; follow then by 
‘‘shoe stamps, they in turn to give place to private proprietary 
stamps, whose number is legion, and whose designs are, for the 
most part, beautiful and a many of them bearing upon 
their faces an excellent steel engraving portrait of the fortunate 
inventor of some celebrated empirical remedy, like ‘‘ Hembold’s 
Buchu,” or ‘‘Schenck’s Sea Weed Tonic.” Should you become 
weary of these stamps, (for you can never hope to have all of them) 
turn your attention to the cigar and tobacco stamps. Itis no ex- 
ageration to say these are the most beautiful of any stamps ever 
printed. look at the vignettes upon the 8 oz. and 4 oz., class 16, 
tobacco stamps. No bank note possesses more delicate lines. The 
1 and 2 oz. stamps are equally beautiful, the 4 oz. being a little 
shabby compared to the others. Upon the 16 oz. stamps may be 
seen an excellent engraving of a ‘Jolly Jack Tar,’ drawn, I will 
wager, by Darley, as it has the self-same nose all his characters are 
blest with. It is useless to ennumerate these further, as they are 
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all pleasing. The cigar stamps are of two kinds, for those of for- 
eign and domestic manufacture ; while they are worthy of collee 
tion, they are not particularly beautiful. We now come to ‘ Beer 
Stamps’ ’—large convoluted circular ones, placed over the bung- 
holes of barrels containing the celebrated Teutonic beverage. We 
may also collect the large oblong stamps placed on barrels of 
spirits: there are a number of varieties of these, and being well 
designed, are quite pretty. Should my collecting friends succeed 
in obtaining all these different varieties for their own country, let 
them turn their attention abroad. We find that England has 
issued some splendid .revenne and bill stamps; for instance, the 
foreign Bill Stamp of different values, printed in purple and scarlet 
ink. These stamps are readily obtained, and inexpensive, filling 
up a vacant space in our album ereditably. Great Britain has also 
telegraph stamps—many different varieties—custom house stamps, 
besides bill, receipt, and proprietaries without number. The 
hewspaper stamps are easily obtained, and very curious. 

We find, also, India has beautiful stamps. The Canada Bill 
Stamps cannot be excelled in. point of beauty, and Ltaly, France, 
Belgium, Sweden, and Norway, and the different German States, 
all lend their assistance to fill our Revenue Album. Who will 
therefore say, ** 1 have exhausted Philately,’ when revenues have 
heen neglected. One word of advice, and I am done. Do not 
place your revenue stamps in the same albam with your postal 
labels. 


Philatelic Difficulties in Spain. 
ANONYMOUS, 


A visit to the Correo or Post-office in Spain, for the purpose of 
despatching a forcign letter, is rather an exhilerating operation. 
A knock at the enquiry window produces a lean and smoke-dried 
individual, who, on learning the destination of the letter, explains 
how much the postage will come to. The window ts harred with a 
clos> iron grating, and the general air of the place is that ofa rather 
disreputable prison. If the window bars are intended as a preeau- 
tion against felony, they would seem supertinous ; for a compre 
hensive view of the intertor reveals nothing to steal, except the hun 
ery-looking clerk himself, and an enormous deal counter. The 
next process is to ascertain that the letter does not exceed the pre- 
scribed weight. This is done by slowly depositing it ina pair of 
scales large enough to try a jockeys weight at Jerome Park. 
The destination and weight of the letter having been ascertained, 
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the next thing is to get stamps for the requisite amount ; but this is 
rather a complicated business. The post-office does not sell stamps, 
so the hungry clerk explains in pantomine—for the traveler's Span- 
ish is not up to conversation mark—and points in a distracted way 
toward the cigar he is smoking. The good natured traveller, think- 
ing that the official in question might be seized with a sudden frenzy 
for tobacco, makes a polite tender of his ci case. A cigar is 
accepted, but still the stamps are not forthcoming. A gloomy 
suspicion crosses the traveller's mind that the clerk is mad. So he 
goes back to the hotel, and consults a waiter, who explains that the 
object of all the pantomine was to refer the traveller toa tobacconist’s 
shop, since it is to that particular branch of trade that a paternal 
fe gpa has entrusted the privilege of selling postage stamps. 

f this arrangement causes a little trouble, it is not without its 
direct advantage to the revenue, for tobacco is a royal monopoly. 
and as a man who buys a stamp may, in the process of negotiations, 
deem it advisably to tal a cigar also, this innocent little device is 
productive of benefit to the valine powers. On arriving at the shop, 
the traveller is confronted by a solemn man ina mulb:-rry cloak 
and black turban hat. The customer's wants are politely explained, 
and the old gentleman gruffly desires to see the letter. He first 
poises it upon a pair of very dirty fingers, and then, with a growing 
sense of responsibility, weighs it in some snuffy scales. The opera- 
tion concluded, he finds it necessary to light a fresh cigar. He 
next adjusts his spectacles, and struggles manfully through every 
word of the address. This done, he turns the letter over and over, 
either with a sort of forlorn hope of getting at the inside, or with 
the more innocent intention of disposing of a little of his spare time, 
and maybe driving his customer to take refuge in cigars. He then 
dives into the inmost recesses of a drawer, and very slowly, and, to 
all appearances, reluctantly produces a stamp. Off the traveller 
goes in triumph with his letter to the post-office. Itis sure to be all 
right now ; but no; the old gentleman has given you a wrong stamp. 
And as no letters can pass through a Spanish post-office which are 
not paid in full, you are obliged to go back again. AtJast you get 
your letter off; and if you be wise, you will make a vow that rou 
will write no more letters as long as you remain in Spain. Such is 
the Spanish ‘‘correo”’ in the nineteenth century. 





The Austrian postal service has passed a reguiation that cards 
bearing the address of the receiver on one side and a ‘communica- 
tion written on the other shall be sent to all parts of the country at 
the rate of one cent each, the same as papers under crossband. 
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The “Carriers’ Stamps.” 


It is with great pleasure that we are now, through the indefatig- 
able research of our esteemed friend Dr. Yarrow, able to give the 
correct history of the various carriers’ stamps that have, from time 
to time made their appearance in collections, or chronicled in 
manuals or albums. 

It will be seen, by turning to the ‘correspondence department”’ 
of this number, that W. H. H. Cornell, Esq., Third Assistant Post- 
master General, denies that the GovERNMENT City Disparcn stamp 
(horseman) was ever issued by the Government. This one was 
probably more generally known and believed in than any other of 
the carriers’ stamps ; but we must add that, though we accepted it 
as a government issue, we had considerable doubt of its official 
origin on account of the poorness of the engraving ; but then, again, 
the extreme scarceness of the red one made us think that it might 
probably have been in temporary use until superseded by the 
beautifully engraved eagle. This, as will be seen, receives his of- 
ficial endorsement; but one suspicious circumstance in regard to 
these was that although they could be obtained uncancled in unlim- 
ited quantities, yet used ones were seldom met with. We have 
never seen a counterfeit of this stamp, but there are several imita- 
tions of the horseman stamp. We now come to the stamp bearing 
the head of Franklin. This is decidedly the most scarce of the car- 
riers’ stamps. 

We annex a letter from H. W. Ireland, Esq., written in reply to 
Dr. Yarrow. 


Post-Orrick DEPARTMENT, | 
WaAsntneton, Avevert 10, 1869. { 

My Dear Str :—Yours referring to “ carriers’ stamp” has come to hand. The fol 
lowing is as near a description of it as can be made: Head of Franklin, looking to left ; 
frame oval geometrical lathe work; ornamental multirayed stars at corners. The word 
“ Carriers” in straight line at top of stamp; the word “Stamp” in straight line at lower 
margin. A five-pointed star at each end of the words, in brackets. Color, “ Orange Brown.” 
Typographed in colors on white paper. Shape, upright rectangular. Proofs were issued 
printed in blue on pink paper; also in green and yellow. It was issued about Sept. 29, 1851, 
but was suppressed almost immediately, owing to its great similarity to the then three cent 
stamp. Only about 300,000 were ever issued. There is but one specimen, a cancelled one, 
now in possession of the Department. I regret there are none, else you should be supplied 
The plate was, according to our best information, destroyed after the stamps were suppressed 

Since the change in administration, nothing has been done in relation to the new envelope 
stamp. Several designs and dies were made and submitted, but not accepted by the De 
partment ; and I really think that no change will be made, at least for the present. 

I am glad to be able to assist you in any way in this matter, although the stock of mate 
rials here to draw from is not very complete. It has always surprised me that the Depart 
ment has never kept any official history of its stamps. Are there any of the regular issucs 
of our stamps wanting in your collection? We have a few on hand, and perhaps | can sup 
ply you with any which are wanting. Truly yours, W. M. IRELAND 
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It will be seen by the communications of the two gentlemen that 
the only carriers’ stamps used in this country was le. brown, head 
Franklin, issued about 29th September, 1851; and that, on account 
of its great likeness to the 3c stamp then in use, it was superseded, 
on the 27th January, 1852, by the 1c oblong eagle. But there is one 
thing we do not understand. Mr. Ireland says it was printed orange 
brown. Now, we have only been able to see four of these stamps, 
two of which were blue on pink paper, and both were cancelled, we 
think by a number of square dots similar to the stamps of the 
French Repavile. We took both of these from letters ourselves. 
Another was printed in orange on India paper, and was obtained 
by the owner direct from the P. O. Department at Washington. 
The remaing one now lies before us, and is printed in brown of the 
shade described in the letter, on similar paper to the 1851 issue U. 
S. stamps; itis uncancelled. The plate from which this one is 
printed appears to be cracked, the imperfection extending across the 
stamp on a line with the chin of Franklin. 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


AGAIN WE commence by giving engravings of some stamps that 
we have long neglected. We give ' 
the second more as a warning than id I 
; 
Q 





anything else, for we have no 
doubt in our own mind but that 
it is a humbug, like many others 
that have lately appeared. We 

Steers) hope to be abletoexposethenest (i 

warns  Ofthieves that are now fabricating “soon 
frauds in Paris. We have an agent at work, and hope shortly to 
hear from him with full particulars, but shall always be thankful 
for any information that any of our friends may be able to furnish 
us with ; for it is only by exposing humbugs before their perpre- 
trators have time to get them in the market that the trade can be 
put an end to. We may mention, amongst stamps that are not 
above suspicion, the St. Thomas and Porto Rico, the Suez Canal, 
Pernando Poo, &c., &e. 

CANADA is shortly to have a new set of stamps. ‘l'aking lessons 
in economy from our own country, it seems they are about altering 
their stamps to make them smaller, so as to save paper. The head 
will still remain exactly the same as now, but the frame and mar- 

in around the head will be considerably less. We cannot see 
10w this can be done without spoiling the beauty of the stamp. 
As to whether they are to retain the same color,'we are unable to say. 
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La Guarra.—We are now enabled to give an 
engraving of the new stamp for La Guaira, as de- 
scribed by us last month. A correspondent in- 
forms us that he has another value of the new set. 
the 4 real, green. Probably this completes the set. 
The appearance is much superior to the old issue, 
but we are not certain that these are to supersede 
the others. As it appears by the initials that they 
are issued by some private firm, it may be an op- 

position line. 

Russta.—It is an old saying, that ‘‘ It never rains but it pours,”’ 
and by the quantijzy of Russian locals that are turning up every day, 
it seems to be amply justified in this case. The first engraving 

j represents a stamp purporting to be issued by the dis- 
triet of Schunelbourg. The inscription 
reads, RURAL POST OF SCHUNELBOURG. 
It is printed in black on dark green 
paper. The Slamp Collector's Maga- 
zine notes another local. We will give 
¥' the description in their own words: 

————— ** Another local has come into our own 
hands. Itis diamond shaped, printed on dull white paper and 
gummed. The design is very simple. There is a description on 
the four sides signifying RJISAN CIRCUIT RURAL CouRT; and in the 
centre, disposed in three lines on a shaded ground, is another in- 
scription, STAMP OF VILLAGE Post, 2 kopEecks. Of this latter, the 
word MAPKA (stamp) is the most conspicuous.’’ Our other engrav 
ing is the new Russian envelope stamp described last month. 

ENMARK.—The 2 shilling envelope of this country is now found 
minus the s after the value. The Phitatelist says the alteration 
took place on the Ist of July. 

TurKry.—We clip the following from 7'he 
Stamp Collector's Magazine, but consider it 
our duty to warn collectors from receiv- 
ing this new Turkish local into their al- 
bums till its character has been more fully 
inquired into. The fact of there being so 
many colors to one engraving is always a 
suspicious circumstance in our eyes. 

“The company named on the stamp has 
used this type since June last to frank the 
letters and journals carried by its steam-boats 
The entire series consists of two values and six colors, viz. :— 
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20 paras, blue on blue. 20 paras red on yellow. 

Mi @Odhiwot* olf 1 piastre, blue on rose. 

20 ‘* green on yellow. 1 “< red = 
Of these the one paistre is used for letters, and the paras for jour- 
nals, which are ak without limitation of weight; but we can 
not see why the values are printed in more than one color, and 
again we think it must be a mistake to catalogue the 20 p. green on 
yellow, as the stamps on blue and on rose paper are printed in blue 
und in red. Probably it was an oceular illusion ‘experienced by 
the chronicler. Before the emission of these stamps the company 
used to write the word FRANCO on all the letters and journals, but 
it found the experiment did not answer. It no doubt finds its new 
method effects a great economy of time, and certainly this economy 
has been gained at the least possible cost, to judge by the very 
primitive type which has been adopted for the stamps.” 





The Memphis Envelope. 


At the May meeting of the London (England) Philatelic Society 
a ‘* Memphis envelope”’ was exhibited by Mr. Pemberton, and was 
fully endorsed by that assembly. The attention of our readers is 
‘alled to the following communication which was received from Col. 
M. C. Gallaway, of Memphis, in reply to an enquiry on the subject 
of the provisional stamps of the Confederate States, Col. Galla- 
way, as most of our readers are aware, was the postmaster of Mem- 
phis, both previous to and during the rebellion, 
7 Mempnis, Jury 17th, 1869. 
DEAR Str :—In reply to your note of the 12lh inst., I would say that the stamps you en 
closed* me were got up by me here in memphis. When Tennessee passed the ordinance of 
secession, the old government stamps were worthless, and as I found it impossible te get 
along without stamps, I asked and procured the consent of the government at Richmond to 
get up temporary stamps until the Postmaster General could furnish me with regular 
stamps. Those you enclosed me were in use for several months, and were the only ones 
used. A stamp was shortly afterwards manufactured at Richmond, after which those I is 
sued were taken in and destroyed. Respectfully yours, M. C. GALLAWAY. 


* The stamps enclosed were the well known Memphis 5c. oval red and the M. C. Gallaway 2c. blue. 





Viren Istes.—We have lately seen a counterfeit of the scarce 
one shilling stamps of these islands. It is a very close copy of the 
original, but can easily be detected by counting the lines of bricks 
On the back ground in the genuine it Is eee of thirty-six lines 
whereas in the counterfeit there are only thirty. They have also 
omitted to give the red shading in the globe on which the figure 
stands. Notwithstanding these defects, it is a very dangerous 
counterfeit, and we would advise collectors to be on their guard in 
purchasing Virgin Island stamps. 
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The Cashmere Stamps. 
BY J. ©. WILSON, 

I have great pleasure in being able to give a correct translation 
of the inscription on the Cashmere stamps. Since they first ap- 
peared I have taken great interest in them, but knowing nothing of 
the languages, I have, till quite lately, put them aside. My inter- 
est was newly awakened on reading Mr. Pembertcn’s article in The 
Philatelist for October, and your remarks on it in the November 
number of your magazine. 

The upper part of the circular stamp is in the Kohistari or Pahari 
character—the language spoken by the people in the Himalaya 
mountains—and reads thus: HAKIM JUMOON, meaning ‘‘Govern- 
ment of Jumoon.’’ The lower is in Persian, and runs as follows: 
QALAMRAW-I-SIRCAR-I-JUMOUN WA KASHMEER, 1923, Bikrama or 
Hindoo chronology, which, translated, signifies: ‘‘ Sovereignty of 
the government of Jumoon and Cashmere, A. D., 1866.’’ e cen- 
tre of the stamp contains the value surrounded by the lotus leaf. 

As you infer, Serinagur is another name for the town of Cash- 
mere, 

Of the rectangular stamps, the upper half of the inscription is in 
Kohistani, which reads: JUMOON CASHMERE, with the lotus leaf 
dividing the names. 

The words of the lower inscription in Persian are identical with 
those on the circular stamps, with the exception of the date, which, 
in the rectangular, is in the central oval. The centre disc is in 
mixed characters, Persian and Kohistani, as follows: ANNA, or 
ANNAS, in Persian, followed by the date in the same language, and 
both the value and the date repeated in Kohistani, which is in the 
4, 2, 4, and 8 annas, 1923 Bikrama, and in the 4 and 1 anna, 1924, 
i.e., A. D., 1867. 

In the 4 and 8 annas the date is in Kohistani only. 

The values of the rectangular are : 





Paou anna, } anna. Do anna, 2 anna 
—" -« Chahar “ 4 * 
—— sh hLvT ie i 


The characters vary a good deal from bad printing, and are so 
roughly formed that they could only be read by one thoroughly 
conversant with the languages. 

I have not yet seen any of the forgeries, but should think the 
characters are too difficult to imitate successfully. 





From Major Cracroft we have received a somewhat different in- 
terpretation of the characters on the above stamps. 
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He says: ‘*The inscription is in two languages. I give as speci 
men a quarter-anna label.” The outer contains in Persian and Da 
cree (a Hindee dialect) the words QunwUM RO SIRKAR JUMMOO WI 
KASHMEER, 7.e., State of Jummoo and Cashmere; and the inner 
oval in the same language, Persian above, and Dagree beneath, 
PAO ANNA st 1923, /.¢., quarter anna; suMBUT (or V ikramajit year) 
1923.". Accompanying this is a rough sketch showing how the in 
scription reads, QULUM RO SIR KAR running from left to right around 
thiilowsd half, and JUMMO00 WU KASIIMEER from left to right around 
the upper half of oval. 

From this we understand the inscriptions run side by side around 
the stamp, whilst from Mr. Wilson’s description swe learn that the 
inscription in the local dialect occupies by itself the mpper half of 
the oval, and the Persian inscription the lower—whieh is right / 
In the reading of the latter, both linguists are virtually at one, al 
lowing for some slight difference in spelling, but whilst Major Cra 
croft states that the inscriptions in the two dialeets are the same, 
Mr. Wilson informs us that the one in Kohistani simply means 
JUMOON CASHMEER—again we ask, which is right? 

Upon the central inscriptions our two contributors are agreed ; 
they consist of the value and date in two languages, and it is easy 
to identify the Bikrama year of Mr. Wilson with the Vikrama)it 
year of Major Cracroft. 

It does not surprise ws that there should be various interpreta 
tions of these eastern characters - we are, we almost dare to say, 
happily, unacquainted with them ourselves; but we, in common 
with our readers, are aware that very slight variations in their form 
often cause great variation in their meaning, and that the most ex 
perienced doctors often differ widely in their reading. 

We note. in conclusion, as corroborative ofthe statement tliat the 
circular series had only a local currency, that the. Kohistani cha. 
acters signify simply Government of Jummoo,”’? whilst those on 
the rectangulars stand for ‘‘ Jummoo and Cashmere.”’ 


Clippings. 
A WOULD-BE gentleman called at the post-office the other day, and 
displayed his ignorance.of natural history or the French language, 
or both, by requesting to be supplied with a stamped andelope. 
TH Soctrry.—The Secretary of The New York Philatelic Soci 
ety has not yet sent in the report of the last meeting, if it has taken 
place ; but probably there is not enough of the members in the city 
to form a quorum; We understand the President, Mr. Freeman, is 
enjoying himself hugely at the home of his childhood. 
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DEATH OF THE GOVERNOR OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDsS.—From a re- 
cent letter from the American correspondent of the 7imes, we learn 
with regret that Sir Arthur Rumboldt, Bart., is dead. The late gov- 
ernor of the Virgin Islands took a warm interest in the postal emis- 
sions of his colony, and it was by his desire that the postmaster of 
Tortola forwarded to our publishers specimen copies of the stamps 
as they appeared, with a view to their being noticed in these pages. 
—Stamp Collector s Magazine. 





Correspondence. 
PHILapELPuia, JuLy 29, 1869. 

Editor ‘* American Journal of Philately.’ 

DrAR Sir :—Hearing from a Philatelic friend that a new Album 
is shortly to be published by J. W. Scott & Co., I feel disposed to 
offer a few suggestions, hoping to excite others to ventilate their 
ideas, in order that the matter may receive due and careful atten- 
tion from the publishers, who will no doubt do everything in their 
power to accommodate their numerous customers. 

We hear a great deal about ‘‘ permanent albums”’ now-a-days, 
but I am free to confess I have yet to see one really entitled to the 
name. By a permanent album I understand one in which new 
issues can always find a place, without destroying the original 
beauty and symetry of the book. Such an album does not exist. 
The following would be the plan, according to my ideas, best 
suited for a good, permanent album : 

Let it be oblong in shape, somewhat like Lallier’s, well bound, 
and with guards between each page. I would have no descriptive 
letter-press, but the date, value, and color of each stamp printed in 
the panel destined to received it on right hand page. nen the 
opposite page I would leave spaces for small photographs of rulers, 
coats of arms, and portraits of philatelists or eminent men con 
nected with the postal service. As to the spaces to be left for 
stamps, I would first have only the regular official issues, followed 
hy spaces for every stamp or variety in existence. To my mind, it 
is the variety we find in stamps that lends a peculiar charm to col- 
lecting. As to the typographical part of the book, heaven forbid 
it should be lithography. To get a good example of the beauties 
of a lithographic album, take one of Lallier’s which has been in 
use for a few months, and notice how the lines rub. 

It would be well to have several blank pages for each country 
in addition to the guards, as in this way an album might be con- 
sidered permanent, at least for the owner’s lifetime. The individ 
ual spaces for the stamps should not be crowded together, as 


FC. 
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nothing looks so ugly as a cramped, contracted page of postal 
labels. Trusting others more experienced than myself will furnish 
their ideas, [ remain, very truly yours, 

: re G. B.C. 

New York, Avausr 2d, 1869. 

Editor ‘‘ American Journal of Philately.” 

Drar Str:—Having heard doubts expressed as to the genuincss 
of the small blue oblong one ponny stamp, the design being an 
eagle in an oval, I forwarded to the Post-Offiee Department a fair 
specimen of the stamp in question, and requested information as to 
its history. Through the kindness and courtesy of the Third As 
sistant Post-Master General, W. H. H. Corell, Esq., [am enabled 
to furnish positive evidence that it was really issued by the Gov 
ernment. The letter received is herewith subjoined. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
H. C. Yarrow. 


P.ust-Orrice Department, Finance Orrick, } 
Jury 30th, 1869. \ 

Srr :— Your communication of the 20th instant is received. The 
blue stamp, ‘‘ Eagle,’’ was used for prepaying city letters deliver d 
by carriers. It was issued about Nov. 17th, 1851, and was with 
drawn January 27th, 1852. It was very little used except in Phil 
adelphia, Pa., and Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The records of the Department do not contain any reference to 
the other stamp, ‘‘ Post-rider.’’ It is supposed to have been issued 
by one of the numerous ‘city dispatch’? companies located in 
New York. The specimens are herewith Basen. 4 

Very respectfully. 
W. H. H. Coren, 
H. 44 YARROW, Third Ast. P. M. General. 
New York. 


Answers to Corrospondents. 


Inquistivk.—The set of Bolivar stamps sell for about $1.50. 
il W. L. A., Putiapetpita.—The 4 and 2 reals on page 309. Lal 


lier’s Album, are the first for 1864 issue of La Guaira. We make 


use of your information in our article on novelties. 
Grack Witcox, New Orleans, says that she wishes we would 
give engravings ofthe new U. 8. stamps, as the high values are only 


i to be found in a few of the large cities of the North. Possibly we 


may comply with this correspondent’s request in our next. 
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THE CHRONOLOGICAL SYSTEM. 


BY W. K FREEMAN, 
Continued from page 89. 


LUBECK. 
ENVELOPES. 
Arms, (oval) 4 sch. green. 
* i “ orange. 
2 “ rose. 
2% “ blue. 
4 “ brown. 


LUXEMBURG. 
ADHESIVE. 
Arms, (rect.) 1 cent, ochre. 
LUZON. 
ADHESIVE 
Head Isabella LI., (rect.) 5 cuar red. 
oa 10 ~ lake. 
1 real, violet. 
2 “ blue. 


1 “ plata fte. 1. bl. 


MAURITIUS. 
ADHESIVE. 
Hd. Victoria, (rect.) 3d. crimson. 
ENVELOPES. 
Hd. Victoria, (cire.) 6d. violet. 
(nine sided) 9d. brown. 
(oval) 1 sh. yellow. 
MEXICO. 
ADHESIVE. 
Hd. Hidalgo, (rect.) 4 reals, red on yellow. 


8 “ green on brown. 


NEW BRUNSWICK. 
ADHESIVE. 


Hd. Victoria, (rect.) 2 c. orange. 
NEW GRENADA. 
ADHESIVE. 


Arms, (oct. ) 5 cent yellow. 
10 “ blue. 


20 “ red. 
50 “ green. 
NORWAY. 


ADHESIVE 
Arms, (rect.) 8 sk. pink. 
wi 24 “ chocolate. 
NOVA SCOTIA. 
ADHESIVE. 
Profile Victoria, (rect.) 2 c. lilac. 


PERU. 


ADHESIVE. 
Arms, (8q.) 1 peseta, brown. 


PORTUGAL. 
ADHESIVE. 
Hd. Louis L, (rect ) 10 reis, yellow. 
' 50 “ green. 
100 “ lilac. 


QUEENSLAND. 
ADHESIVE. 


Hd. Victoria, (rect.) 1 d. orange. 


RUSSIA. 
ADHESIVE. 


Arms, (rect.) 5 kop. sky blue. 


ST. HELENA. 
ADHESIVE. 


Hd. V ictoria, (rect.) 1 d. red. 
“ 44d. rose. 
1 8. green. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
ADHESIVE. 


Figure, (rect. ) i c. black on blue. 
2c. 


SAXONY. 
ADHESIVE. 


Arms, (rect.) 3 pf. green. 
i n. gr. orange. 


(oval) 1 pink. 
e-  * blue. 

3 brown. 
5 lilac. 


ENVELOPES. 
Arms, (oval) 1 n. gr. pink. 
2 blue. 
oo . ire: ae 
* ©» ". @aiet 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
ADHESIVE. 
Hd. Victoria, (rect.) 1 s. brown 
SWEDEN. 
ADHESIVE. 


' Fancy device, (rect.) 3 ore. brown. 





SR EOE 
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TURKEY. UNITED STATES. 
ADHESIVE. ADHESIVE. 
| " eC € . ac 
Sultan's signature, (rect.) 20 paras, yellow. | Hd. Jackson, (reet.) 2 ¢. black. 
“ “ 1 piastre, lilac. | ENVELOPES. 
4 2 blue. Hd. Jackson, hex. “ post,” 2 ¢. black. 
a7 5 " pink. - “ “postage,” 2 ¢. black. 
1CR UNPAID LETTERS. On buff and and brown paper. 
Sultan's signature, (rect.)20 paras, brown. BREWS! 25am so 
“ “ 1 piastre, “ | Hd. Jackson, hex. “ post,” 2 ¢. black. 
ee ‘ ai “ “postage,” 2 c. black. 
“ “ 5 “ | On manilla, yellow, and buf paper. 


To be continued 


Our Postage Stamp Portrait Gallery. 
JUAREZ OF MEXICO. 


BY COSMOPOLITAN. 


Tue portrait which heads this article is supposed 
to repres-nt Benito Juarez, the present controll r of 
the destinies of that unhappy. country Yclept Mex- 
ico. As the picture is of official origin, it might be 
: supposed to be a good likeness of this ruler, which, 
Sree |; wn-ortunately is not the case, as Juarez is really a 
-\EMI00 CENTIF) 2 much handsomer man than depicted in the cut be- 
hanranan4 fore us. This man, who has been alternately re- 
viled and blessed, was born in 1807, in a village near Jatlan, at 
present known as Villa Juarez. in the State of Oajaca. He is de- 
scended from pure aboriginal stock, and was born in humble cir- 
cumstances. At an early age he was received into the service of a 
wealthy family of Oajaca, who assisted him in his education. Af 
terward he prepared himself for the profession of the law, in which 
he gain d distinction. Devoted to liberal ideas, he took an active 

art in politics as a member of the legislature of h's native State. 

e successively went through the whole range of th + judicial organ 
ization of his native State, from the position of justice of the peace 
to that of presiding judge. In 1846 he was elect.d deputy to the 
Constitutional Congress in the City of Mexico. He took a very 





prom'nent part in the administration of the law known in Mexico 
by the appellation ‘‘Manos Muertas (mortmain), by which a loan 
was imposed upon the clergy to supply the necessities of the exist- 
ing war with the United States. From 1848 to 1852 he officiated 
with success as governor of his native State. During the period of 
peace he devoted himself to the opening of roads, the increase of 
primary and higher schools, and the reformation of the financial 
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administration ; and on retiring from the government he left in the 
public treasury a considerable sum of money. In 1853, under the 
administration of Santa Anna, he was banished from the country, 
spent a short time in Havanah, and thence proceeded to New Or- 
leans, in which city he resided until April or May, 1855, when he 
left it for Acapulco, to join Alvarez, whom he accompanied to 
Cuernavaca. In that city he discharged the functions oom 
ative of the State of Oajaca in the assembly empowered to choose a 
teinporary President of the republic. Alvarez was selected, and 
Juarez became minister of justice. While in this office he promul- 
gated the law abolishing the privileges of the clergy and the army. 
which is known as the “ley Teaver” Alvarez having retired from 
the Presidency in December, 1855, after having appointed General 
Comonfort a his substitute, Juarez left the cabinet, in conjunction 
with aii the othcr ministers. Comonfort then appointed him gov- 
ernor of Oajaca, the administration of which office he assumed when 
the revolution which had broken out there rendered the discharge 
of his mission very difficult. He succeeded, however, in effecting 
th: immediate pacification of the State, and sent forth armed forces 
for the obehabllahiinéat of order in other parts of the republic. The 
term of the provisional administration having expired, by the pro- 
mulgation of the constitution of 1857, he was elected constitutional 
governor of the State of Oajaca, and was in the discharge of the 
duties of this position when, in November, 1857, President Comon- 
fort made him Secretary of State, and subsequently he was ap- 
pointed President of the Supreme Court of Justice. After the 
withdrawal of Comonfort from the government (January, 1858) 
Juarez became, in virtue of his office, Constitutional President of 
Mexico. On January 19th he established his government in Guana- 
jaato. The reverses of civil war afterward compelled him to re- 
move itto Colima. As in this city he was separated from the rest 
of the republic —-which recognized the constitutional government, 
with the exception only of the City of Mexico, and three or four 
others, in which the so-called conservatives had large garrisons— 
he determined to proceed by way of Panama to Vera Cruz, and ar- 
rived there on May 4th, 1858, where he has since officiated as the 
head of the constitutional government. 

It would appear needless to recapitulate here the struggles be- 
tween the different factions in Mexico since that time. Suffice it to 
say that Juarez, by his indefatigable industry, perseverance and 
courage, not only subdued the native chiefs in arms against him, 
but succeeded in overthrowing the Empire planted in Mexico by 
Louis Napoleon by his own grace Emperor of the French. While 
we may admire the vast administrative ability of Juarez, his bravery 











104 Tuer AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. | Sept. 20, 


under a host of difficulties, every good point in his character is ob- 
scured by his savage vindicative cruelty towards Maximillian and 
his supporters. Not only has he shown the spirit of a demon in the 
Emperor’s case, but. scores of American citizens have been cruelly 
treated by him upon suspicion only, while pretending the most ar- 
dent friendship for Americans, in his heart he despises and fears 
them. We must make some allowance for him from tie jact that 
he imbibed with his mother’s milk that traditional! Indian ferocity for 
which the Mexican Indians are celebrated. 


The Poetry of Philately. 


PuILATELY, like all other sciences, has its poetry, although }ossi- 
bly many of its devotees are scarcely aware of the fact, as hereto- 
fore we have never had sullicient space at our disposal to accomo 
date any of the many excellent verses that have been written on 
our favorite occupation. 

We now propose to give all the verses on the subject that have 
appeared from time to time in the various journals. 

ur first is taken from Once a Month, in which it was credited 
to Punch, but this hardly pertains to philately. 


When was a folly so pestilent hit upon, 
As folks running mad to collect every spit upon 
Post-office stamp that’s been soiled and been spit upon ? 
Oh for Swift! such a subject his spleen to emit upon. 
Tis said that some fool in mustachios has split upon 
The rock of a bet, 
And therefore must get, 
To avoid loss and debt, 
Half the town as collectors, to waste time and wit upon, 
Bothering and forcing their friends to submit upon, 
Pain of displeasure. 
To fill a peck measure 
With the coveted treasure 
Of as many old stamps as per force can be lit upon 
To paper a room, or stuff cushions to sit upon. 





Do, dearest Punch, let fly a sharp skit upon 
This new pursuit, and ass’s head fit upon 
The crest of the order of Knights of the Spit-upon.” 

Our next, and probably the TUERROMANTA. 
worst that has been printed, What now is asked is all the rage? 
comes from The Stamp Collectors’ What thus excites the present age ? 

° “4 9 What actuates the youthful sage ? 
Miscellany. The writer's name Timbromania. 
is not attatched ; but no doubt it 
was written by some child with a| What rouses quick the sleepy youth? 


fn V 2 
vivid recollection of an old Eng-| {yt may So herhperey coal 





lish nursery poem. Timbromania. 




















1869. | Tuk AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 105 


What means such missives from abroad ? I took a glass of Pass’s pale, 

Such packets too! oh! what a load! To drown the stocks in sparkling ale, 

As ne'er before brought ship or road. Then, slowly wending on my way, 
Timbromania. To seek a spot to pass the day, 








Charms more? Demand you what’s the rage? 
Timbromania 


Since this movement there’s a spell 
Enchanting quite, may each wish well 
To distance far, the booming knell 
of Timbromania_ 
Sydney J. Eisenberg contrib- 
utes the following to the pages of 
The Stamp Colleciors Magazine. 
It is a very good description of 
Birchin Lane after four o'clock. 
A STRANGE ’CHANGE. 
One sunny noon, with anxious face, 
Round and round the Change I pace, 
With stocks and shares so full my head: 
‘Sell out,’ I thought—tfor I had dread 
Of strife upon the Yankee land, 
Where Mammon sways with heavy hand. 
I did so, and left that ‘Change, 
And then towards Birchin Lane I range— 
A spot where small fry much resort, 
And carry on a curious sport, 


Athwart the bustling crowd | broke, 


: What is it with which the papers teem ? When in my ribs I got a poke. 
Miscellany! and Magazine ! W ith rising choler now I turn, 
And journals all, full well, 1 deem. lhe object of the blow to learn. 
Timbromania., A group of British youth is there, 
And from their language this I hear: 
W hat makes the printer’s hands so full ? ‘Who'll give a Turkey for a Pole? 
The streets alive—no alleys dull! You see the envelope’s quite whole.’ 
i The playground cheerful and the school. ru take a Swedish for a Cape :’ 
: Timbromania.| ‘If I’m a monkey, you're an ape.’ 
‘A Pole’s worth more than any Russian.’ 
i What aids the gift bestowing friend ? ‘One old Dane's worth a set of Prussian,’ 
P To his best wishes puts an end, ‘T want a Sandwich for a bear :’ 
To his desires such scope does lend. ‘Why, that is not one-half as rare.’ 
; Timbromania.| This outery made me turn my head, 
And thus in wonderment I said : 
i W hat more the pleasant thoughts engage ‘Boys, w hat on earth is all this row? 
1 Than stamp collecting ; what inthisage (‘What's up? What is it? Tell me now: 


‘And why those signs upon your books; 
‘And why those eager, anxious looks? 
‘Such troubles youthful minds derange ; 
‘*Tis J should vex—a man on ’Change.’ 
I spoke, and taking from the hand 

Of one, the foremost of the band, 

A book bedecked with many a sign, 
Dazzling with all bright colors fine, 

In squares and rounds, in strange device 
(Near every sign was mark’d its price). 
This, Phoebus bears, in noonday glare ; 
And that, our Queen upon a chair ; 

A bear climbs up a leafless tree : 

A steamer ploughs across the sea : 

A beaver; then a railroad train— 

The portrait of a queen again: 


| Black eagles’ heads—spread, double, single, 


With other strange devices mingle ; 

A lion with a shield and crown: 

The view of a far-distant town: 

Heads of both sexes, wreath’d and crown’d. 

With eyes amazed, | stared all around ; 

When, sudden, a gruff voice is heard, 

That all the thronging bevy stirr‘d: 

I turn’d, and fix’d my eyes upon 

A bobby! crying— Stamps, move on.’ 
SYDNEY J. EISENBERG 


We must close our article for this month. as other and more im- 


ortant matters claim our space ; but ho 


pe ’ere long to give another 


installment of the ‘‘ Poetry of Philately. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 
The first on our list of novelties this month is the new issue for 
Servria.—The design, as will be seen by the annexed engraving, 
is a great improvement on the last issue, and the 

aperis much thicker, a great advantage, as it is 
impossible to make any design or colors look well 
on such thin paper as was formerly used by this 
State. 

The head represented is that of the young prince 
Michael Obrenovich LV., and if it is a correct repre- 
sentation of him, and there is any truth in phys-og- 
nomy, we should hardly consider him fit to rule so turbu'ent a peo- 
ple as the Servians. 

The colors and values are : 





1 para yellow. | 25 para pink. 
10 ‘* brown. 35 “ light green. 
15 * orange. 40 ‘** mauve. 
20 * blue. 50 ‘* dark green: 


They are printed on white unwatermarked paper, and are per- 
forated. 

Victrorta.—The color of the three penny stamp of this colony 
has been changed from lilac to orange. 

Russta.—We are now enabled to give an engraving of the local 
for Riasanski which was described in last 
month’s paper. It seems we had the 
name incorrect, according to Moens ; but 
possibly he is not any better informed 
than the Magazine we copied from. 

ANGoLA.—The Portugese government 
seems to be following England in giving 
each of her colonies separate postage 
stamps ; but whil: the Azores and Madeira had to be content with 
patched up stamps of the mother country, Angola has been favored 
w th an entirely new design. 

Hopeing to give an engraving of it nextmonth, we will merely give 
an outline of the design, which consists of a crown in centre on 
ground of waved lines in a rectangle, with the name ANGOLA above 
and value below; it is also repeated in numerals at the four cor- 





ners. The colors and values are the same as the current set of 


Portugal. 

Turkey.—The local figured in last month’s Journal is now 
reported out of use!! As usual with stamps of this class, they 
generally become obsolete directly after having made their appear- 











ee ARI 
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ance, to keep coilectors from sending to friends inthe place, and so 
finding out their falsity. Anyhow, European swindlers have not 
the daring impudence of those in America; for they are content 
with manufacturing locals, such as the Suez Canal stamps, whereas 
our American manufacturers launch out and invent stamps for a 
regular government, and then forge letters to prove their genuiness. 
But more anon. 

Soutn AFRICAN RepusLic.—We annex a sketch 
of the new stamps in preparation for this country. 
It is the same as those described in the April num- 
ber under the name of the Transvaal Republic. 

Unirep Sratres.—For sake of uniformity, we 
may as well note here that a new s.t ofadhesives aie 
in preparation for our own country, all of the 1869 set 
having been withdrawn from circulation in the city 
except the four lowest values, and those of 1861 used in their stead. 

SANDWIcH ISLAND,—The new stamp is composed of the border 
of the 2 cont and the head of the 5 cent stamp in present use. The 
valu» is two cents, and the color vermillion. The design has been 
submitted to the authorities, but has not yet been adopted. 





Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 
Scott's American Postage Slamp Album, By J. Walter Scott. 

New York: J. W. Scott & Co. 

Advance sheets of the new edition of this celebrated Album now 
lie before us. The work is not yet bound, but it is with the ar- 
rangement of the stamps that we have chiefly todo. Possibly on 
its completion we may accord it a second notice. 

The Album has been entirely recast. The only resemblance that 
it bears to the former edition isin the order of arrangement—in 
fact, were it not for the title, we should have taken it for about the 
hundreth edition of Lallier’s, as at first appearance it very much 
resembles that work, but the great improvements are soon dis- 
cerned. It is printed from new type and parallel brass rule, each 
page being of a different design, making it a very costly work to 
the publishers. 

To give our readers a clear idea of its appearance, we will give a 
description of the first page. First we have the name in old style 
type; directly underneath, three spaces for the portraits of Wash- 
ington, Lincoln and Grant; then follows spaces for the provisional 
issues of the United States. Each space contains a short descrip- 
tion of the stamp that itis to contain. Thus, under the heading 
‘* New York” we find ‘‘ Head of Washington, Black, 5 c.’’ Again, 
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under ‘‘ Brattleboro’,’’ *‘ Initials in octagon in centre, Black on 
Buff, 5 c.’’ We consider this a very great improvement, as the 
collector can see at a glance which space is destined to receive any 
stamp that he may possess ; and after the stamp is placed in its al- 
lotted space the description is covered up, as of course it is 
quite superfluous, when the student has the original article before 
him. Another great improvement over all other albums of this 
kind is that there has been only one space left for cach stamp ; so 
that the amateur is not compelled to collect varieties to fill his al- 
bum if he does not wish. But we think we hear the variety mong- 
ers Say, ‘*Where are we to keep our shades, perforations and es- 
says?’ But the wishes of this class of collectors have been as 
carefully studied as they of the American school, as one edition will 
be bound up with first such a page as we have described, aud then 
a page with wey A a border around it ; so every individual collect- 
or is suited. Although we consider the collection of varieties both 
entertaining and instructive, it is simply impossible to save spaces 
for varieties to suit all parties. Thus, for instance, one collector 
may have a friend in Mexico, and through his exertions be able to 
obtain twenty or thirty varieties outside of the regular set ; where- 
as another’s friend is in Victoria, and is thus enabled to obtain the 
hundred and one varieties of that colony. It would certainly be the 
hight of folly to leave spaces for every variety of every stamp, such 


as Pemberton favors the readers of the Philatelist with: but of 


course there are many who have or can easily obtain all the vari- 


eties, and of course wish a place to keep them. Independent of 


this mode of leaving every other page blank, so as to make an al- 
bum do for the followers of both schools, we think it looks much 
better to see the set together and the varieties together, as so large 
a number of the latter are apt to confuse the eye. 

A portion will be bound up with every other page blank ; but 
they will all be supplied with blank leaves through the book for 
new issues, thus making the album as near permanent as possible. 

Another praiseworthy feature is, that each set, or one of each 
value where they assimilate in design, are kept together ; thus, in 
the case of the current Chili, the two centavos was issued in 1867, 
and the other values the year following; in the Album we find the 
date thus, ‘‘1867-8 Issue,’’ and the spaces for the stamps commence 
with the one centavo, the two centavos, and the rest of the set fol- 
lowing. Another great improvement over the last edition consists 
in the large spaces left for the envelope stamps, which are about an 
— and three-quarters square, giving ample room for the largest 
stamp. 











a 
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We are glad that the author has not fallen into a very common 
error, that of separating the different issues of Roumania. In all 
other cases stamps are always placed under the name that the 
country bears at present. We never saw the early issues of Tas- 
mania put under the head of Van Diemen’s Land, and yet we con- 
stantly sce the stamps of Roumania put under three different heads. 
If we understand anything about the history of the Danubian 
ag gr: Moldavia and Wallachia were separate principalities. 

n 1854 Moldavia issued postage stamps: in 1858 Moldavia and 
Wallachia were united under Prince Couza, and the name changed 
to Moldo-Wallachia, and later still to Roumania, under which 
name all the stamps that are usually included under the three 
heads should be placed. 

We see pages left for the Hamburg locals, but if our readers will 
take our advice, they will cut out the leaves, for they are a disgrace 
to any book. 

The chief objection to the last edition has been removed, it being 
printed in black instead of gre »n, but we should have preferred to 
see it in bronze ; this our only objection to the work as it stands at 
present, and as it is to bound with guards and clasps, we anticipate 
none on its completion. We venture to predict a lanes sale for it, 
as it will certainly superceed all others now in the market. It will 

rove to the American collector what Lallier’s is to the French, 
rhe Postage Stamp Album of the country. 


Clippings. 

Business men are quite familiar with the printed indorsement on 
the envelopes of business letters, requesting the postmaster, if the 
letter is not called for in ten days, to return it. A Schenectady 
merchant has got up an improvement on this, which runs as follows: 
‘“If Mr. —— don’t pay the billin this dunning letter within ten 
days, the postmaster may openthis and send us the money himself.”’ 

Wen Rowland Hill was, some years ago, in Scotland, he was 
introduced to an aged minister, somewhat resembling himself in 
piety and eccentricity. ‘The old man looked at him for some time 
very earnestly, and at length said, 

‘* Weel, I have been looking for some teem at the leens of your 
fave.”’ 

‘** And what do you think of it? inquired Mr. Hill. 

“Why, I am thinking that, if the grace of God hed na changed 
your heart, you would i been a most tremendous rogue.”’ 

Mr. Hill laughed heartily, and said, 
‘‘Well, you have just hit the nail on the head.” 
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Poisonous Lerrer ENVELoPEs.—A writer in the Tribune Medi- 
cale states that letter envelopes found for sale at most: of the Paris 
stationers, the interior of which are colored a bright green, are so 
colored by means of ars.nite of copper, and ac ording to the re- 
searches of Mons. Prof. Jeannel, each of these envelopes contains 
about tweuty-five milligrames of this poisonous sa t.—W. Y¥. Med. R. 


New Stamps. 

ANOTHER batch of clippings now 
lie before us, very similar to those 
quoted in our May numer, and it 
seems that tiey have had the de- 
sired effect, as the Post-Office De- 
partment have concluded to issue 
2 an entire new set. Itis hardiy to be 

expected that they could long stand 
such addresses as the following, which lately appeared on a lett or 
posted at St. Louis : 





“TO THE NEW STAMP.” 


“ You blasted, bawling, steaming critter, 
why take your place upon this letter? 

Is it by high or low pressure you run, 
That you take the place of Washington ? 
Was not his work well done enough 
That you’re employed to blow and ptiff? 
Or is your credit so much better Ui FosTAce |S 


That you propose to take this letter? yn) +2 
‘—— 
wh 
You'll carry this safe, without delay, x 6= om 
To the town of Haddonfield, N. J., SEX ) CENTS 
And when you have safely laid it down, tee ee Te 
Just ask the P. M. of said town 
If he will not, on his word of truth, 
Deliver the same to M. T. Ruth.” 

We give engravings of the entire 
set, and as, in all probability, the 
higher values will shortly beeome 
very scarce, we should advise all 
our friends who have not yet com- 
pleted their sets, to do so at once, 
as several values havealready been. 
withdrawn from circulation, their 


place being supplied with corresponding ones of the 1861 issue. 
The Herald Says: 


“ Now, by my soul, I'll try your pluck. 


And see, if by chance or by good luck, =A 





Fae ot SARA ALARAR 
iX¥l un y 
wwvevyvevevvY .- 
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pisnwna ** The present miserable experi- 

P) 5K é , 2 j 7} € > ; i. * a a-* 

FA OCBO inet ments in blue, with a meaning Wensrier ts) 
ieee) less legend, are to be recalled, >9eemuueees 

and something new, in red, is to 








(MMEAMMMMEER 2 be substituted. The old heads 
Pequeines 2 Of Washington, Jefferson, Jack- 
wie | Het son, Franklin and Lincoln are to 
annanrrroray herestored. It is about time that 


some definite form and design of postage stamp should be adopted, 
so that people may know to a certainty what mucilaged square of 
paper will carry a letter to its destination or what will not. If 
there is not genius enough in the Post-Office Department to invent 
a good design, which may be permanent, let the authorities adver- 
tise for one. They will find ilagty of people able to supply them ; 
and when once adopted, let the new design remain in use. Every 
other country has been able to fix 
¢ uponan intelligent postage stamy, 
recognizable all the world over. 
Can it be that the spirit of job- 
bery so prevails in our Post-Of- 
fice Department that we must 
have a new design every six 
months, or thereabouts ?”’ 

We must say that the stamps, although not so fine as many pre- 
pared by the same company, are certainly above the average of 
postals in use by other countries at the present time; but if our 
Suggestions are of any use to the Department, we should strongly 
advise the adoption of the heads of the first ten Presidents, say 
Washington on the 1 ¢., J. Adams on the 2 c., Jefferson on the 3c., 
Madison on the 6 c., Monroe on the 10¢., J. Quincy Adams on the 
I2¢, Jackson on the 15¢., Van Buren on the 24 c., Harrison on the 
30 ¢, and Ty'er on the 90 ¢.; thus forming a national portrait 
gallery of our Presidents, without reference to politics. 





lv is the custom of the Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Rock Island to put a postage stamp on all unstamped letters which 
are dropped in the post-office, and forward them to their destina- 
tion, with the request that the receiver shal] *‘return the same, or 
any amount deemed fit, for the benefit of the Association.’’ On the 
27th, according to the Union, a Chicago fellow, who had a letter 
forwarded in this way, tore off the old stamp with a tag, and re- 
turned it to the Association, ‘‘as requested.’’ He gave the thing a 
literal interpretation. 
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Correspondence. 

Editor ‘“* American Journal of Philately.” 

Dear Sir:—I suppose you are already aware that a new set of 
stamps are being prepared for our own government by the Nationa! 
Bank Note Company ; but I think I can add a few facts that aro 
not generally known. The new issues will all have heads as the 
principal design, and in all gegen the six cent stamp will be 
retained, except that it will be enlarged. The heads of Jackson, 
Franklin, Lincoln, and Jefferson will ail be represented on the new 
issue. They will be the same size as the 1861 set, and only 100 in- 
stead of 150 in a sheet. The color of the three cent one will be red, 
but nothing definite has yet been decided on for the other values, 
although they are to be ready in about a month. Lhope to be able 
to forward you specimens as soon as they are prepared. I have no 
doubt that many of your readers will be surprised to see it an- 
nounced that the National Bank Note Company are to be the en- 
gravers ; and to those not posted as to the way contracts are award- 
ed in this country, it is rather strange, that after having been paid a 
high price for a certain work, and doing it so bad, that it cannot be 
used wit: any degree of satisfaction that they should have the same 
pe of work again given them to spoil. I shoald advise General 

errell to give the work to the American Bank Note Company, and 
as both companies are owned by the same parties, it would be just 
the same as regards the cash, and would look more decent. Of 
course it would not do to give the contract to Messrs. Butler & Car- 
penter, of Philadelphia, as they gave the lowest estimate on the 
present set. Yours truly, PHILATELIST. 


Answers to Correspondents. 


PHILATELIST, Boston.—The gentleman who writes for this paper 
under the non de plume of ‘‘ Cosmopolitan”’ is not J. A. Petrie. 

O. B. L., StrasBoure.—We sent your order on the 30th of June, 
and should like to hear from you. 

J. B. M., WaTersury.—We always send the paper regularly to 
all our subscribers. If you did not receive the August number the 
fault lies with the postmaster, not us. Letters asking informa- 
tion should contain stamp for reply, or will not be answered. 

G. H. W. Oranee.—It is impossible to say who owns the des/ 
collection. There are several very fine onesin this city. The num- 
ber is nothing to go by, as a person might have 3,000 in his collec- 
tion without it being a very fine one. It all depends on what the 
person collects ; if only one variety of every stamp, 2,200 would be 
about a complete collection. 
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How our new Postage Stamps are made. 


BY COSMOPOLITAN. 


Through the kind courtesy of Mr. Nicholls, the gentlemanly sup- 
erintendant of the printing Dey artment of the National Bank Note 
Company, I am enabled to redeem my promise to the readers of this 
journal, and give them a dcsciiption of the mode of manufacturing 
our new postage stamps. 

Let us commence at the very beginning, and follow step by step 
the different and interesting processes these little bits of paper are 
subjected to. In the first place, a number of designs for stamps are 
furnished the Government by the Bank NoteCompany. These de- 
signs are upon steel, and engraved in the finest style of steel line en- 
graving, and are perfect marvels of art. Should a design be accepted 
it becomes necessary to duplicate it, as it would be impossible to 
print the large number of stamps required from a single plate. To 
do this the original die is transferred to steel plates, 300 designs 
being upon one plate. The machines for accomplishing this ‘‘trans- 
ferring’’ are beautifully made and mathematically correct in work, 
and so accurate that millions of stamps printed from perhaps hun- 
dreds of plates are all exactly alike. The plates being finished, they 
are sent to the press-room, and are ready to receive the ink used in 
printing. This ink, or rather the different colored inks are made 
upon the premises, there formulas being very valuable to the com- 
pany. ‘The printing is done by hand presses, and although seem- 
ingly laborious, the company are now printing one million and a 

half stamps daily. The plate is first inked by an ordinary roller 
then wiped with a cloth, and finally with the operators hand. This 
is a very nice operation, and requires much dexterity. The paper 
used is of a fine variety, manufactured expressly for the company 
by a firm in Massachusetts, the amount per annum consumed 
Liing over sixtcen tons. Betore being laced upon the plate it is 
wetted down to enable it to receive the ink evenly. As the sheets of 
stamps are printed, they are laid carefully aw: y to diy - as soon as 
they are dry they pass to the **Gumming Room” and receive their 
coat ofmucilace. ‘This mucilage is Dextrine, a preparation of starch, 
and is the same as used by calico printers. It is ‘aid on the backs 
of the sheets, (which are held fast by an iron frame) with a large 
brush somewhat resembling those used for white-washing. A dex- 
terous young woman can easily gum 30 or 40 sheets per minute. After 
receiving the gum they are placed on wire f1ames and deposited in 
a drying room, where they remain until entirely dry. ‘his operation 
being finished, they are consigned to the *‘cmbosser,”’ who, with a 
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remarkably complicated and delicate machine leaves the little square 
chequer board mark we see upon our stamps. This mark is to per- 
mit the obliterating ink to sink into the fabric of the paper so that 
stamps cannot be readily cleansed. After passing through the Em- 
bossing press they are perforated by young girls on peculiarly con- 
structed and beautiful machines, the invention of this company, 
After being perforated they are subjected to the action of a powerful 
fpr press to get rid ofall wrinkles and give the stamp a finish- 
ed, smooth appearance. The sheets are then cut in half, leaving 
150 stamps on a sheet and in this condition are ready for the post- 
masters, to whom they are sent in registered letters upon a requis- 
ition approved in Washington. The stamps printed in two. colors 
require to pass through the press twice as only one ink can be used 
at a time on a plate. Have my readers any idea of the number of 
stamps used in the United States and printed by this company. 

They reach the fearful agregate of from 4 to 4 hundred millions 
perannum, Of the 3 cent stamp there was used last year 37,879,100 ; 
of the 2-cent stamp 6,322,500, and the other values in proportion. 

I was surprised to find upon inquiry that it is very seldom the 
company lose any oa by their employees. At the present time 
this-company employ about 400 workmen and women, but the sys- 
tem is so thorough, and the surveilance so searching that it is im- 
possible for theft to be committed without detection. At present 
the ‘‘ Nation] Bank Note Company’”’ are working upon 2 and 3 cent 
stamps only as the post office authorities propose to call in the rest 
of the new issue owing, to the manifold objection made by the com- 
munity at large. The principal cause of complaint is that the 
stamps are not sufficiently national in character. This objection 
does not hold good. Take the one cent Franklin head—-nothing could 
be more appropriate, Franklin having been the first Postmaster- 
in this country. The 3 cent stamp is certainly indicative of this na- 
tion, thoroughly a go-ahead one, and nothing could be better, accor- 
ding to my ideas, than ‘‘ Cornwallis’s Surrender’’ and the ‘‘ Declar- 
ation of Independance ’’—two great events that should be kept per- 
petually before the eyes of the people. But the fiat has gone forth, 
and we must submit to the powers that be. New designs are now in 
course of preparation, and before long we may expect their issue. 
I am informed that all the new stamps will either represent heads or 
busts of prominent. public men. 








The Philatelist has just discovered the 500 centavos black Bolivia 
It was: described in our May number for last year—just fifteen 
months behind this time. 
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Postage Stamps Abroad and at Home. 

Ir has been announced that we are to have another new set of 
postage stamps. The issue now in use will, therefore, be short- 
lived. Wesuppose it is indecorous to criticise that which is already 
moribund ; but we may saiely say it is not because the present 
stamps are beloved of gods or men, that they are taken away from 
us in their youth. 

sritish conservatism is displayed even in these matters. Some 
thirty years ago the first postage stamps ever produced were is- 
sued in England, and among them there were some ofthe same 
size, design and general appearance as those of that country at the 
present day. In all those years the face of the fair Victoria has 
grown no older; neither time nor the engraver carves wrinkles on 
her honored brow. In France, on the contrary, the head of Libertv 
that illustrated the Republic of 1848, was supplanted by that of 
Louis Napoleon as soon as he became President. A year elapsed 
and a single word in the stamp was altered: the republic became 
the Empire. Gradually the government strengthened ; the army 
increased ; and in 1863 the mustache of Napoleon ILI., that had 
previously drooped, straightened out across the postage stamp, and 
his forehead was crowned with laurel. The first issues of Spain, in 
1860, represent Queen Labella with a nose upturned at a remarka- 
ble ang. e. ls ] | a] a. 4 ubs que ht V, the ¢] adow ol! he r coming ab- 
dication depresscd her feelings. it is quite certain that the feature 
in question was noticeably toncd down in later designs, 

There has been a gircat variety of shapes and sizes among stamps. 
Different nations have produced octagorals, ovals, circles, squares ; 
Cape Colony issued equilateral triangles, and some Genman States 
contrived stamps so constructed that cach can be divided into four 

ma)ier oncs, Denmark, in 1851, tricd smail square stamps of the 
ize of these we are now using, and has since rejectcd them in favor 
of longer rec’angles. 

Various processes are employed in their production. Of steel 
engravings those of the United States have always been the best 
specimens. The French stamps are admirably lithogiaphed, some 
of the details of manufacture being kept sccret. There are nations 
whose stamps are merely type printing; a Turlish principality 
uses a woodcut; the lettering on those oi one of the Roman States 
must have been dabbed on with a handstamp. ‘Tllvir is stained 
paper, and bronzed and silvered monstrosities, like the ‘‘ metallic 
ring’’ wherewith our fractions of a dollar used to be afflicted. It 
would also appear that the human mind has been strongly im- 
pressed in different countries with a belief that a stamp ought te 
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have a raised or embossed surface ; although, when the stamps are 
used, the embossing flattens out and the raised designs become im 
perceptible. All English stamps are on paper watermarked with 
a coronet, which is practically invisible, being covered with engray 
ing, somewhat as the Irish gentleman wished to be portrayed in a 
landscape—just behind a tree. The stamps of Sehleswig-Holstein 
had a silk thread run through them, before the Duchy itself was 
run through by the needle gun. 

There have been some hundreds of attempted substitutes for and 
proposed improvements upon postage stamps, more ingenius than 
valuable. <A thing which is to be spit upon before it is sent to an 
esteemed friend can scarcely be called an elegant invention, but it 
seems to be a civilized necessity. Many contrivances have been 
tried to produce stamps that cannot be used after cancelation, or 
that do not need it. The small nutmeg-grater which is now im- 
pressed on the backs of United States stamps has some recondite 
to this purpose. 

There is little to admire among the designs of postage stamps. 
The bust of a sovereign suffers less by the changes of fashion than 
his kiteat portrait in the costume of the period; that of Leopold of 
Belgium might have been a caricature from the pencil of Gilray. 
National emblems seem appropriate, where they do not affect the 
devices of heraldry. The messenger of gods and tutelar divinity of 
thieves, with winged hemlets, frequently appears. Wurtemburg 
once issued a sort of diminished lampmat; and Brazil used to print 
a kind of spider-web, with straggling numerals imprisoned in their 
meshes. 

Stamps are sometimes put to strange uses. There are some is- 
sued in the German States to be affixed in the Post Office, indicat- 
ing not the amount of postage paid, but that to be paid by the re 
cipient of the letter. Itis barely possible that this is all the same 
in Dutch. Our own postage stamps d-serve a place in history as 
the forerunners of legal tender—the little cloud that ultimately 
rained greenbacks. In the early days of the war, when our silvei 
change went over the border and disgusted the Canadians, the pub 
lic took to the use of stamps forcurrency. Shall we ever forget thos 
that were passed about in eee mee! inseparably stuck together ¢ 
How frequently, after trying all other methods of disposal, did we 
make a virtue of necessity, and drop them into the contribution 
plate! The Post Office authorities, equally annoyed by the use of 
dirty stamps, had a new kind issued, containing many postal de- 
vices, exchangeable for postage stamps, and entitled ‘‘ postage cur- 
rency.’’ The new issue was merely intended to relieve temporary 
inconvenience ; it became the entering wedge of a national circulat- 
ing medium. 
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Until the present issue, ours were among the handsomest post- 
age stamps in the world. Exception might have been taken to 
their want of uniformity in design, and the heads on some of them 
were disproportionate, but taken singly they were excellent. 
Among the fw that bore comparison with them were those of Rus- 
sia. The latter seem to be lithographs, containing each only two 
colors, so ingeniously arranged as to appear like the product of 
four printings. The 30 kopek stamp, for instance, has a faint pink 
ground, solid pink interior and exterior borders, and a solid green 
color in an oval centre, while a coat-of-arms and an inscription 
stand out in pure white relief from the solid colors. Some of these 
brilliant affects, it would seem, are peculiar to lithograhy. Could 
we not have a new stamp in which the peculiar excellencies of both 
lithographic and steel engraving might be combined? Is there 
anything to prevent the employment of both processes upon the 
same paper, and the production thereby of a postage stamp of rich 
color and artistic finish‘ We want the best thing of the sort that 
is in any way possible.—JV. Y. Times. 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


SaRaAwak,—The Philatelist gives us some additional informa- 
tion concerning the stamp issued some time ago by this country : 

‘In the month of September, 1868, we first presented the cut of 
a stamp which, although duly certified to ourselves on undoubted 
authority, has ever since been ignored, and scarcely even deemed 
worthy of a sentence of condemnation, so determined appeared 
every philatelic amateur to pooh-pooh it. 

‘With the stamp in question bodily present, and regularly post- 
marked on a letter, side by side with a 24 cents of the Straits Set- 
tlements, all doubt and derision are once for all at an end. A pri- 
vate letter from Sarawak states that the single adhesive issued is 
current there only, thus being strictly local. A copy of the govern- 
ment regulations respecting these latest novelties is appended, by 
which it will be seen that the individuals are used indiscriminately 
as postals or fiscals. : 

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION 
On and after the Ist of March, 1869, the following rules will come into force :— 


On all letters not exceeding half an ounce ‘ 1 stamp 
For every half-o ince in excess up to four ounces 1 ° 
On all Receipts or Paid Bills over 5 dols 1 

On all Bills of Sale, &c., to become legal 1 

On all Agreements to become legal 1 

On all Bills of Lading or Mate’s Receipts 1 


Sarawak, Jan. 12th, 1869 By order, W. M. Crockkr, Secretary. 
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CONETTAIIVA IY. ie accompanying 
Ne) «<d of ay ; : : ; =. 
2) r=) lentieal with the preceed- 
Fi 2 3F BES , , ; " ’ Sate PT. Ye 
iz ass a rame work of the 10 e. 
i a” ii . . ‘ . 
fae Sei ote : 3) | sien, and the wording is 
KO) siege | Lom i anc: ment on the 25 ¢., the 
= wat Ag - ca DIN S I . “ 
—- name bell ibstituted for the word PORTE on the 
other va'ue The 10 ec. is of a bright vermillion; the 25 ¢. is pale 
blue in the specimen we have reevived, but from the looks of it we 


do not believe it left the American Bank Note Co.’s office of that 
particular tint, but think rather that it has been doctored by appli- 
cation of chemicals to take out the cancellation marks, more espe- 
sially as we notice the ghost of a cross on the specimen belore us. 
The Stamp Collector's Magazine, however, gives the same color, 
but time will prove. 

Bavaria.—We copy the following from The Stamp Collector’ s 
Magazine, as it exactly expresses our opinion : 

‘* We give the annexed illustration of the type o° 
a s-ries of so-ca!led local stamps under all reserve. 

Thy are introduced to our notice with the usual 
story that they are the emissions of a company 
which carries: letters and packages between two 
neighbouring towns, the towns in question being 
this time Kissengen and Schweinfurt; but apart 
from the suspicion with which such stamps should 
on general grounds be viewed, there is one particular circumstance 
which, in our opinion, tells very much against them, which is that 
they are all struck separately from the original die. The copies 
before us show a margin almost as wide as that of the first Shang- 
hais, and it is idle to suppose that if a sheet were set up a space of 
nearly three-quarters of aninch would be left between each stamp. 
No- genuine | ‘tter-carrying company would be content to have its 
samps printed separately, and if it did the publie would not be 














cely to give it the preferenee over the state post-office, in view of 
ru vhich they would have in using them. To us the ex- 

a » tis company at all seems very questionable, but if it 
business must be confined to the conveyance of par- 

und, : ‘pting this hypothesis, it seems strange that a firm 


iord mike use of suel finely-exeeuted labels merely 

mm the packages. The company styles itself on the stamps 

:D EXPRE3A, but there is not a word to indicate that 
nuderiakes or is permitted to carry letters, nor is it likely that 
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| sanction the infringement of its monopoly by 
[tis possible enough that some such fraud 
l as took place in ¢ mnection with the Bancroft 


used the company’s title 


without permission, in order to foist these labels on collectors as of 
its emissson. M. Moens, from whose journal we obtain the state- 
ment on which we have commented, and who gives it without reser- 
vation, has no doubt been deceived in the matter, and time will, 
we believe, pro corretness of our suspicions 

lor the guida collectors we have only to mention that of the 
above design there are (up to the present time) but three values and 
four colors in existence, Viz: 


| (Kreuzer) green. 


2 66 carinine-rose and red-brown. 
3 es bright blue. 


lhe impression is 
a 


seel are Gulnim 


relief, color on white, and the copies we have 


The Poetry of Philately. 


We are now enabled to give another selection of philatelic oetry 


as promised in our last. 


Wecommence witha few verses! 


extracted from The Curiosity Col 


Our next is taken from The 


vamp Collector s Magazine ; itis 


; : v . . $ : : 
lector’ s Vagazine, an English pa-\very good which is more than we 


S ] 
per long since dead. 
THE STAMP COLLECTOR 
Deem not his mission all in vane, 
Who with his album in his hand, 

In fancy travels o’er the main 

Collecting stamps from every land. 
The little stamp collector learns 

Each country’s latitude and place 
Upon the map, and soon discerns 

Their longtitude, and clime and race. 
Thus eager in the task he loves, 

With cheerful heart he hurries on, 
While through the field of art he roves, 

Where other youth 
Collecting stam) s from every clime, 

Detecting spurious from the true, 
And like the banker learns in time, 


rhe stamp that’s obsolete or new 
With the feelings of a connoisseur 

Doth he behold the stamp that’s rare, 
Which often did elude his search 

Thro many months of anxious care. 
But still in patience, and in hope, 

He wanders on ‘neath s and rain, 


Until the album is com 
W hen toll and love ik 


paid with gain. 








ul friends have gone 


‘an say for ** Joseph. “9 


NELLY ’S COLLECTION, 


Now, cousin Joe, 1’ll try to prove 
Collecting is a real pleasure; 

And if you'll at my album look, 
You will confess it’s quite a treasure. 


(ustrian heads’ 
And handsome envelopes of Baden ; 

There Hamburg’s castle, Brunswick’s horse 
TI e dove of Basile, and sheild of Sweden’ 


Here’s German figures 


Here's Mulready’s well-known vignette ; 
There the Pope's keys and triple bonnet; 

This set bears good King Victors’ head’ 
And that has cruel Bomba's on it 


Those are the French republic stamps, 
And these are little Denmark's issue ; 
Those Turkish. with the crescent, are 
Om paper of the thinnest tissue 
The Russian are ‘suct 
Now, cousin Jose poh, Gon t you think so’ 
You're looking « 
Oh ! what a shame, 


loves oT stam pe, 


‘rT al Mama ; 
for you to wink so!) 








You're all attention ; oh, yes, now ; 
Well, give it to my Cingalese,— 

Have you e’er seen such charming stamps, 
Such brilliant envelopes as these ? 


The Hong Kong are a pretty set, 
With Chinese figures in the border. 
It’s all Chinese to you? Oh, fie! 
I really must call you to order. 
These are the ugly Indian stamps, 
And this the issue for Batavia ; 
And here are the new Argentine, 
With head of Bernard Rivadavia ; 


And here are Chili——can’t you stop ? 
Then cousin Joseph, of a truth 

I'll close my book, and leave you still 
An unitiated youth, 


The following lines, written by 
George Arnold, first appeared in 
Masow s Coin and Stamp Collect- 
ors’ Magazine, and have been ex- 
tensively copied both at home and 


abroad. They vividly call to 
mind the time when postage 
stamps, pure and simple, were) 


the only small change we had, be- 
fore the time of postage currency ; 
but we must take back the word 
pure, as they generally were any 
thing but that, being usually in 
the condition dese ribed in the last 
verse, 
THE PLANT OF THE POSTAGE STAMP. 
I’m a very dirty little stamp; 
My back is gummed, my face 
blurred ; 
And yet I am, in commerce, cot and camp, 
Familiar as that well-known household word. 
Yet, Oh, to think that I should ever be 
Converted into legal currency ! 


is dimly 


Now on an envelope I’m not so bad, 
And I take letters through both cheap and 
neat ; 
Sticking to one thing was a way I had, 
But now I stick ty everything I meet : 
And Oh, to think that I could ever be 
Passed in the place of metal currency ! 
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|Alas! 


iMy back is weak, and soon, 
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To do my duty I did ne’er refuse ; 


But wo is me! for I have fallen low; 
I’m passed for vulgar drinks and oyster stews, 
And dirty shaves—'tis that that sticks me 
so! 
Alas! that I should ever be 


A victim of the dearth of currency ! 


Tl bing le ine have 

mumbing and gumming havi 
me out; 

I'm drab and dingy now, 


quite worn 

instead of red ; 

without a doubt, 
If I’m passed much more I'll lose my head. 

Oh sorry day, when I did chance to be 

Put to the use of baser currency ! 


Our next, from the Stamp Ar- 
gus, of New Brunswick, is very 
amusing. 

‘YE CONNELLE.’” 
A Ballad inye Oli Style. 

‘Ye Connelle is a famous stampe, 

Or oughte to be I’m sure, 
Since it’s gained a notorietie 

That's likelie to endure 
Longer than manye kindes of fame ; 
Such baubles oft are but a name. 


For this ye brave designer payed 
Six hundred pound a yeare, 
Or rather lost his salarie, 
Which means ye same I feare ; 
Six hundred pound to see his fayce 
Posting round from place to place. 


"Twas gallantrie that prompted him, 
As any one might see : 

Such business was too servile for 
Her gracious Majestie : 

A man can rougher usage bear, 

Therefore he placed his visage there 


Some little minds pretend to see 
His vanitie quite playne ; 

Yet who e’er hearde of such a sin 
Lodged in a manlie braine, 

Tho’ true upon the stampe you see 

Ye looke of kind complaisancie. 


Collector, yoy should bend before 
That image on your booke, 
Just as ye miser does his gold, 
In hidden box or nooke. 
Remember that ye essaye cost 
Ye salrie—oh “lost! lost!! lost!!!” 
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Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 
Der Bazar fur Briefmarken-Samm ler, Organ des Suddentschen 
Philalteliste PET ¢ ineS. Heidel] ay ae W. kal el X Co. 
We have receive dl the s« cond num! er ol} the al ove journal, It is 


1a 


e sized fou page sheet devoted to the interest of stamp col 
lectors and the extermination of counterfeitors, but think they go 
rather a roundabout way to accomplish their object as they offer to 
buv all the counterfeits sent them at about 3 cents each: it seems 
to us that some of our American manufacturers would not wish for 
anything better than this. 

We notice that our publishers are advertised as the New York 
agents of the paper, and although we have no doubt but that they 
would be glad to extend the circulation of any paper that aims to 
increase our knowledge of philately, still we are instructed to say 
that this is the first notice that they have had of it. 

We wish the South German Philatelic Society every success, and 
hope the members will not tire of it as soon as their brethren of 
Paris, New York, and London, 

In the paper before us the greater } ortion of the space is devoted 
to advertisements and puffs of other journals, which, by the way, 
have the peculiarity of being printed in English, French and Ger- 
man, the philatelic news items being rather scanty. There is quite 
along article copied from the Philafclist. A portion of a column 
is devoted to answers to correspondents, and the regulations of the 
South German Philatelie Society are given in full. The subserip- 
tion price is too high in comparison with other journals of a like 
nature; but no doubt the editors will do everything in their power 
to bring the journal up to so high a standard that money will be no 
object to their readers. : 

On the whole, the Razar is a right cood One, and S| ould be well 
patronized by the philatelie fraternity. There is room for more 
journals, and the more the merrier, as competition is the soul of 
trade. 

Clippings. 

Ir the ‘“* Third Assistant Postmaster-General’’ has anything to 
do besides attending to the issue of new stamps, he must ‘be a very 
busy man. some of the post offices have bot yi L got rid of the old 
issues, when announcement is made that the present s« ries not being 
satisfactory to the general public, new designs will be forthwith 
prepared, and the trouble of it all is that we seem to be going from 
bad to worse. The ** philatelists a ay be delighted, but the * gven- 
eral public is becoming disgusted with the post-office ‘spice of 
life.’—Hrening Mail. 
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THE sTAMP that was lately prepared for the Sandwich Isles has 
been rejected. A full description will be found in last month’s 
number, , 

DESIGNS FOR THE NEW STAMPS are progressing finely, and will 
soon be decided upon. One bears the head of U. 8. Grant. Will 
he have more luck with the stamp than he did with the currency ‘ 
It is evident he wants to get his head on something. 

A New Postar INVENtTION.—Some time ago a patent was taken 
out here for a wagon constructed on a new street letter-box plan, 
and proposals were at the same time submitted to the Postmaster- 
General to collect all the mail matter from the street boxes by means 
of this wagon and horses. The experiment was for the first time 
made in this city yesterday. The entire work of collecting was 
done in six hours, the number of boxes being one hundred and 
seventy-five, scattered all over the city. The Department has not 
yet adopted this mode of collecting, but still adheres to the old plan 
of doing the work by the carriers. The idea is to introduce the sys- 
tem into all the large cities of the United States. The inventor 
claims that it will be a saving in time and money to the government, 
insuring more efficiency in the collection of the letters, greater })10- 
tection and more frequent cl.arances. The whole subject is under 
consideration. Itis also c’aimed that the new plan will effect a 
saving of more than half a million Collars to the government annu- 
ally. 

T IS QUITE ASTONISHING how care!ess people can be with their cor 
respondence. It is said that fourteen thousand letters, containing 
over £8,000, were placed unaddressed in English post offices last 
year. In this country the number of ktters } osted without stamps 
probably reaches one hundied thousand a year. A word to the wise 
is sufficient.— Lrenina Mail. 

THE Portrair oN THE New Servian.—The young prince repre- 
sented on the new Servian Stamps is the grandson of Milasch Obren- 
ovitch, the founder of Servian independance, as chronicled in our 
first volume, page 50. <A bit of Parisian gossip from competent 
authority states that the youthful sovereign, a pupil from M. Huet’s 
academy during the years from 1865 to 1868, then from ten to four- 
teen, was often seen playing with a dozen or so schoolfellows in the 
Luxembourg gardens. Like the Tuilleries, this locality used to be 
the resort of juvinile and other stamp amateurs, like our own 
‘“*Change ;’ and when the first issue of Servian postals appeared, 
Prince Milan was the first in Paris who received specimens, which 
he transferred to his young comrades. The portrait on the stamps 
must be a good likeness, because when they were lately shown to 
some of the Prince’s former companions, the general ery was, 
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‘‘Tiens, c'est Pot-Casse !’’ the elegant nickname by which he was 
known at the Luxembourg.— The Philatelist. 

New Desien For PostaGEe Stramps.—lIn last month’s Journal 
it was statedthat another attempt was to be made to give usa 
respectable and intelligible postage stamp. The present miserable 
experiments in blue, with a meaningless legend, were to be recalled. 
It was suggested that if there was not genius enough in the Post- 
Office Department to invent a new design to let the authorities ad- 
vertise for one. This suggestion called out some of the genius at the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, and they at once got upa de- 
sign which we have had the priviledge of examining. It would be 
a credit to the country to have such stamps, and in addition to the 
great improvements, it is stated that $60,000 per annum would be 
saved to the government by having them produced here. In the 
centre of the stamp is the head of President Grant, with a hand- 
some border ; beautiful waved lines of different colors are put upon 
some portions of the stamp, which adds much to its appearance, and 
is a perfect protection against counterfeiting and being used the sec- 
ond time. With the great saving in cost, and the very great im- 
provement in the stamps from those now in use, it would seem as if 
the change should be made at once. 


: Correspondence. 
Detroit, Micu. Sept. 20, 1869, . 
Mr. Epitror: S1r-— 

Refering to ‘‘The American Journal of Philately.”’ Sept. 20, you 
have an article headed ‘‘ A Plea for Revenue Stamp Collecting’’ by 
“Cosmopolitan, ’’ in which he says, *‘we may also collect the large 
oblong stamp placed on barrels of spirits.’’ Now when ‘‘ Cosmo- 
politan’’ penned his article he was not conversant with, or had not 
the fear of the law before his eyes, or he would not have advocated 
the collections. 

By an Act of Congress, approved, July 20, 1868, Stamps for Dis- 
tilled Spirits, were authorized to be issued by the Commissioner of 
Intern Revenue, to the collector of the different districts and by 
them to the U. 8S. Gaugers, the Stamps are issued in book form 
‘with a stub attached with the number thereon corresponding with 
an engraved number on the stamp, and the stub is not to be removed 
from the book, and the memoranda on the stub shall correspond 
with the contents of every stamp, ’’Sectton 25 of said act, ‘“‘provides 
for the affixing of such stamps on the cask or package by the Un- 
ited States Gauger andby him only. ”’ Section 29 of same act pro- 
vides for the penalty of any deviation from the law, the act reads, 
‘that any revenue officer who shall issue the same (any stamp or 
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stamps )to any other person than as provided by law ( that is other 
than a U. 8. Gauger ) shall for every such offence be fined not less 
than five hundred dollars nor more than three thousand dollars and 
be imprisoned for not less than six months nor more than three 

years.” You will readily see from the above, that the chances for 
obaining an uncancelled stamp is very poor indeed. Now for can- 
celled stamps—Section 43 reads ‘‘That it shall be the duty of every 
person who empties or draws off, or causesto be emptied or drawn 
off any distilled spirits from a cask or package bearing any stamp as 
required by law, at the time of emptying such cask or package, to 
efface and obliterate said stamp. And any person who shall fai! or 
neglect to efface and obliterate said stamp. at the time of emptying 
such cask or package, or who shall remove any stam provided by 
this act from any cask or package containing or which had contained 
distilled spirits, without defacing and destroying the same at the 
time of such removal, or who shall have in his possession any such 
stamp so removed, or have in his possession any cancelled or any 
stamp which has been used, or which purports to have been used, 
upon any cask or package of distilled spirits, shall be deemed gui! 

ty of a felony, and on conviction shall be fined not less than tive 
hundred dollars nor more than ten thousand dollars, and be impri 

soned not less than one year nor more than five years. 

I haye quoted thus fully to show how utterly hopeless it would be 
for any one to attempt to collect these stamps, and to place your 
readers on their guard least some of them might get into difficulty. 

Being thoroughly conversant with the whole system of stamping 
distilled spirits, I will say that itis impossible for any one to obtainan 
uhcancelled stamp without the connivance of the Gauger, who lays 
himself liable to the penalty proscribed by the law, and any one 
having in his poss«ssion a cancelled stamp, can readily see what 
position he isin. I would therefore advise all philateliststo have 
nothing to do with ‘‘Stamps for distilled spirits. ”’ Yours truly 

Joun Rice. 


Answers to Correspondents. 

J. M. Saint Louis.—We have repeatedly expressed the opinion 
that revenue stamps entirely spoil the appearance of a postage 
stamp collection. If you have the inclination to collect revenues 
we can assure you that they will amply repay the small cost and 
trouble necessary to form a good collection. The high values of 
the Danish fiscal’s and some of our own proprietary stamps are 
very beautiful and much finer specimens of engraving than can be 
found on any postage stamp. 
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A few Items not generally known. 

La Guatra.—All the stamps issued by the steamship companies 
are in present use. The 4 real rose and 2 reals green were issued 
by Messrs Blohm, Nolting & Co., of La Guaira, in 1864, and were 
used to prepay the postage on newspapers and letters between La 
Guaira and Caracas Venezuela. The same stamp being affixed at 
either end of the route. 

The Spanish dollar or peso is used in both places or its equivalent 
in reals, in St. Thomas it is termed /werle peso, signifying strong 
dollar, and in Venezuela senciello peso, 10 of which go to the 
dollar, whereas in St. Thomas eight reals make the same amount. 
In 1865, the proprietors finding that merchants in St. Thomas sent 
to Venezuela to buy their stamps, thereby saving 25 per cent, had 
the stamps printed in other colors, blue and yellow, which could 
only be used to take letters or newspapers from St. Thomas, retain- 
ing the old ones, rose and green, to carry letters exclusively from 
Venezuela. 

The new stamps are issued by J. A. Jezurun and Son (Zoon) of 
Caracas. 

Honpuras.—The other day we heard ofa yellow Honduras stamp, 
but was unable to see it, and while we were meditating on the 
difficulty of obtaining conclusive evidence in regard to them, we 
recollected a passage in The Stamp Collectors Magazine for August, 
1865, in which we see it stated that three millions were printed in 
Belgium for the Honduras government, each million being of a 
different color which would be used in rotation. It is very evident 
that the green has long been used, and if our information in regard 
to the yellow one is correct, the pink edition must be exhausted 
also. 

We have not the slightest doubt as to their genuineness, but as 
we said before, it is next to impossible to get authentic information - 
nearly every responsible person in Honduras has been written to, 
but the inaccuracies in their statements has thrown a doubt on their 
veracity and the genuineness of the stamps. 

We have the information from the head of one of the largest South 
American houses in this city, who was lately in Honduras, that 
they are used to carry letters to the coast, and some of the neigh- 
bouring republics with which they have postal treaties. 

PERU.- Probably there are not twenty-five persons who read 
this paper, have ever seen a genuine half peso Peru, we only know 
of one, besides that possessed by the writer in the United States, 
and as there are several counterfeits of it circulating in the country, 
we think a discription of it will interest most of our readers. 
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The design consists of, arms on shield, supported by laurels over 


flags, small. wreath above, in circle of solid ground, on ground of 


virticle waved lines, in square frame, composed of parallel lines, 
inscribed PORTE-FRANCO above, CORRES below, MEDIO PESO to the 
left, and A 50 CENTIMOs on the right. The color is dark buff and 
dull orange. The post-mark bears date 6th November, 1858. 


Revenue Stamp Collecting. 


BY COSMOPOLITAN, 


In the August number of the “Journal’’ I gave my readers 
what, I supposed to be at that time, very excellent advice upon the 
subject of avin Stamp collecting. Tam now reluctantly com- 
pelled to admit, that my views (with some qualifications) were very 
erroneous and extremely dangerous, in some respects. Upon re 
ference to the October number of the ‘* Journal,’’ it will be seen 
that Mr. Rice kindly points out, one of my errors, and advises 
Philatelists against rendering themselves liable to prosecution, for 
collecting the stamps place! upon barrels containing distilled 
spirits, unfortunately there are many other Revenue Stamps the 
collection of which, as will be seen from the facts I purpose to 

wesent, render their possessors liable to criminal prosecution. 

elieving Mr. Rice to be right and accepted his advice with perfect 
good will, at the same time doubts arose, whether their might not 
be other stamps that could not be collected. To arrive at a definite 
conclusion in the matter, a letter was addressed to the Hon. C. 
Delano, Commissioner of the Internal Revenue, asking whether 
their were any penalties attached to the possession of cancelled 
Lager Beer, Cigar, and Tobacco Stamps, kept simply as curiosities, 
or for the purposes of study and reference. 

The following is a correct transcript of his reply, by no means 
consoling to the unhappy writer of this article whe formerly prided 
himself considerably upon his fine and almost unique collection of 
the stamps in question. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, / 
INTERNAL REVENUE BUREAU. | 
Solicitors Office, 
Washington, Nov. Ist, 1869 
Sr :—In answer to your letter of the 7th ult. in relation to your having in your possession 
“simply as curiosities,” certain Revenue Stamps which have been used upon Cigar boxes 
Lager Beer Casks, and Liquor Barrels. I have to say that section 41 of the Act of July 20, 
1868, declares that any person who shall “ have in his possession any cancelled stamp or 
any stamp which has been used, upon any cask e? package of distilled spirits, shall be 
deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction shall be fined not less than five hundred dollars, 
nor more than ten thousand dollars, and imprisoned not less than one year, nor more than 
five years.” 
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Section 89 of the same Act provides that any person who shall “ have in his possession 
any stamp removed fron any Cigar Box, shall be deemed gulity of a felony, and on con- 
viction “shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than one thousand 
dollars, and imprisoned not less than six months, nor more than three years.’ 


Without quoting further from the law, it will be obvious to you that your only proper 
] 


course is to immediate y destroy the Stamps to which the letter refers 


Respectfully yours, 
(Signed), C. DELANO, 
Commissioner 
It will be very clearly perceived from this communication to what 
penalties a collector of these stamps renders himself liable. I would 
therefore, earnestly advise my philatelic friends who are not curious 
enough, to desire to visit the State Penitentiary, or who have not 
sufficient pocket money to pay the fines, to shun these costly 
luxuries. Being uncertain in regard to the fiscal stamps, proper 
and proprietaries, another letter was addressed to Mr. Delano, with 
the following result 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, ) 
OFFICE OF INTERNAL REVENUE, } 
Washington, Nov. 4, 1869 


rd inst. that, there will be no objection to your having 
stamps mentioned, in your possession, either cancelled or uncancelled. 


Srr -—In reply to your letter of the! 


Very tespectfully 
(Signed), J. W. DOUGLASS, 
Deputy Commissioner. 

Why severe penalties should be inflicted upon the owners of one 
variety of stamps. and not others, is a mystery which the disgusted 
author of ‘‘a a for Revenue Stamp collecting ’’ dares not 
approach, feeling he has no right to attempt to question the sagacity 
of our wise and sapient legislators. But the following extract from 
a pamphlet on the Revenue laws, it will be seen that even un 
cancelled stamps, for Tobacco, Snuff and Cigars, cannot be legally 
obtained for a collection. 

‘ Collectors are authorized 7 sel] stamps to the following partie s 
one in their own districts : (1) to manufacturers who have given 

bonds as re quire d b ry law 4 ah to owners or consigne es of Tobac co 

or Snuff, or importe rs of Cigars, upon the requisition of the proper 
Custom — Officer ; and (3) to persons required by law to affix 
the same to Tobacco, Snuff, and Cigars on hand unstamped, that 
is, to Rela rs in manufactured Tobacco. 

As stamps are only intrusted to collectors for sale, and they are 
limited in making sales to the three a ‘s of persons above named, 
and as no sale of stamps can be made by the Government for any 
less price than the value indicated by the denomination of the 


r 


‘tamp, the sale of stamps by any other person, than a collector, is 
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deemed to be illegal. Manufacturers and dealers are, therefore, 
cautioned to purchase their stamps only of collectors in their 
respective districts.”’ 

To impress upon the stamp collectors mind the relation in which 
he stands to these stamps, we quote further. 

* This provision of law applies not only to retail dealers, who 
empty wooden packages by retailing their contents, but also to 
every person who nee Tobacco for his own use, and empties 
such packages. He must destroy the stamped portion. The law 
in this respect will be sufficiently complied with if the stamp is 
thoroughly mutilated or destroyed, without destroying the particular 
part of the box, jar, bladder, bag, or other inclosure used in pack 
ing Tobacco, Snuff, and Cigars. 

‘* To sell or give away, buy, accept, or use for putting up Tobacco 
or Snuff, any empty stamped box, bag, vessel, wrapper, or envelope 
of any kind, or the stamped portion thereof, renders a person liable 
on conviction, to a fine of $100, and imprisonment for not less than 
20 days, and not more than one year. 

The law states also that *‘ receiving, buying, selling, giving away, 
or having in possession, any stamp removed from a Tobacco pack 
age,”’ isa felony. But now comes the sorest infliction of all the 
cruelties towards innocent collectors, the following is a true vopy 
from a pamphlet furnished by the Internal Revenue Department. 

‘** It is reported that persons in various parts of the country, and 
under various pretexts, are collecting cancelled stamps, and, as it is 
believed, for the purpose of removing the cancelling marks there 
from, and preparing them for further use. 

‘* All Revenue Officers are expected and hereby directed to give 
this matter their 2 attention ; to acquaint the people with the 
true object for which such stamps are collected, and with the 
penalties incurred by all who in any way knowingly and wilfully 
aid, abet, and assist in the commission of the offense. It is believed 
that many stamps are gathered from persons who are ignorant of 
the use to which they are to be put, and innocent of all intent to 
defraud the Revenue. 

The fact that a person /s collecting stamps which have once been 
used is sufficient to arouse strong suspicion, and calls for an 
immediate investigation ; and the possession of washed, restored, 
or altered stamps is prima facie evidence of guilt. No pains 
should be spared to insure the detection and punishment of guilty 

yarties.”’ 

These statements are believed in the main to be incorrect, and 
calculated to do injury to a vast majority of persons, who never 
sold a stamp of any kind in their lives. Further comment is un 
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necessary, as a ‘‘ nod isas good as a wink to a blind horse.’’ It 
had been the intention of the Editor for some months past, to pre- 
sent to his readers, from the pen of the writer of this article a com 
ete history of Foreign and renee Revenue Stamps, and many 
facts and valuable information had been treasured in furtherance 
of what appeared to be much needed in Philatelic literature. This 
project has been crushed in the bud at least for the present. Should 
time the great consoler succeed in effacing the scars and wounds 
received in the late encounter with the ‘ Internal Revenue Depart- 
ment,’’ we may present a paper upon the fiscals, proprietaries 
and Foreign Revenue Stamps, which may be collected with 
impunity. 


‘S MORAL.’’ 


Fiscal, Proprietary and Foreign Revenue Stamps ye may collect. 

Tobacco, Lager Beer, and Spirits, eschew as vanities. 

It would be hardly fair not to thank Mr. Delano for his kindness 
in this matter ; as he was under no obligation whatever to keep the 
public informed upon the Revenue laws. 

Since the above was written the following letter has been received 
bearing upon the subject. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, | 
OFFICE OF INTERNAL REVENUE, § 
Washington, Nov. 5, 1869. 

Sir :—The reply dated yesterday to yours of the 3rd inst. iuquiring whether you are per 
mitted to have in your possession uncancelled stamps for Distilled Spirits, Lager Beer and 
Cigars, and cancelled or uncancelled proprietary stamps is hereby recalled, and any per 
mission that may be inferred therefrom is hereby revoked. It was intended to refer only 
to proprietary and document stamps, as to which it was qualifiedly correct as hereinafter 
stated ; but it is incorrect as to the possession of used or cancelled stamps for Spirits or 
Cigars. 

As a modified answer to the inquiries in your letter above referred to I have now to re- 
iterate the statement of the law made in the commissioners letter to you of the Ist inst., 
and to add that I do not find any penalty prescribed by law, for having in possession can 
celled or uncancelled proprietary or document stamps which have neither been used nor 
purport to have been used. 

It is at the same time evident from the provisions of the laws relating to stamps that they 
are not, even when uncancelled, and not having been placed on any article, intended to be 
bought or sold, or given away or received by other persons than those who are required by 
law to use them. And it is peculiarly objectionable to have in posession cancelled 
stamps, even of the kinds as to which no penalty is prescribed for such possession, 
inasmuch as, in the case of document stamps, the Government has been largely defrauded 
by the washing and restoring of such cancelled stamps, in view of which the possession of 
a stamp which can be shown to have been washed, restored, or altered is made, by the Act 
of 10th April last, prima facie, proof that such stamp has been once used and removed by 
the possessor thereof, from some instrument or writing charged with taxes. 

As to proprietary stamps the law (s. 156), prescribes that they shall be so affixed on the 
box, bottle or package, that in opening the same, or using the contents thereof, the stamp 
shall be effectually destroyed, and a penalty is prescribed for failure to do so. Consequently 
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the possession of such used proprietary stamps, not effectually destroyed, involves the 
violation of this provision of the law. 1 would be obliged if you will return to me the letter 
of yesterday, which in the pressure of business was inadvertently signed. 
Respectfully yours, 
J. W. DOUGLAS, 


Commissioner 


j-" I am now obliged to say do not collect American Revenues 
at all. 


| We should not advise collectors to destroy their document and proprietory stamps, 2s we 
will give the case our attention and hope to have it definitely settled during the month.—Eb. | 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


Our list of novelties is remarkably small this month, we only 
having two that are really worth mentioning, our first is for 

Francr.—The long expected 5 fr. having at length made its 
appearance. The design consists of the Laureated head of Napoleon 
in circle EMPIRE FRANCIS above, TIMBRE PosTE below, with a large 
5 to.the left, and F to the right, Greek bordering at sides. This new 
addition to our albums ‘is unique in shape, and has much the 
appearance of a Revenue Stamp, it is exactly twice the size of any 
other stamp—of the series, being the same height, and double the 
width. ‘The color is violet, we need scarcely add that it is perforated 
but unwatermarked. 

NricaraGua.—We are pleased to be able to inform collectors 
that another value has been prepared for this country, which from 
its low value, and beautiful appearance is destined to become a 
great favourite with youthful collectors. 

The design is the same as the other values of the set, and its color 
is a beautiful brown, value one centavo. Our surmises concerning 
25c. noticed last month prove correct, the genuine color being bright 
green. 

Norway.—Drammens.—This little Norwegian town, or more 
probably some swindler in it, has issued eight stamps of the annexed 
designs, which will in all probability be 
increased to ten times that number if 
collectors are fools enough to buy them, 
we give the designs, and may add_ that 
the colors are at present blue on white, 
violet, and blue on rose for the ones,with 
lilac on white, violet, and green, for the 
two skilling. The last magnificent specimen of impudence, and 
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Me dict Sides see humbug is printed in black on yellow, and red 
 __1 Skilling. Da paper. The most we can say for them is, that if 
* BREVMARKE oe cemenet they are a disgrace to any album, and 


- 
3S eo : 
. 2 Miele mw if humbugs ‘which we believe. are an insult to 
: Bybudhontor. ¥% oyery collector 
&B { Shilling. S- ‘ , 
SPER aE PB 





SwITzERLAND.—-Our next belongs to the same tribe. but may 

pose be entitled to a little better treatment at our hands. It 

a purports to have been issued by J. Muller the pro 

@ prietor of a bathing establishment on the mountains. 

The value is 5e. it is printed in green on white paper, 
and is unperforated., 












[HE PHILATELIST says, This stamp supersedes 
one of which all the specimens were exhausted before 
there existance reached philatelic ears. They were 


small octagonal oblongs on red glazed paper bearing the words 
RIGE SCHEIDECK in relief. 
. Vincent.——We learn from the same authority that the shilling 
sti ak of this colony will shortly be issued printed in brown, and 
i that the four-peuny stamp has also changed color 







United States Local Stamps 






BY J. W. SCOTT. 






Continued from page 78. 


W. Wyman, above, 6 Court Street & 3 Wall Street. 20 
for One Dollar, surrounding oblong. 





SAneeigetee= he = 5 


Stamps 
enclosing steam engine and 













‘ tender with car attached, flower buds in corners It is printed 
HM from a steel plate. black impression, on white paper. 
CouNTERFEIT,—This is a first class imitation, and is well caleu 
lated to deceive the unwary, Test : In the cvenuine, the points of 
the flower in the left h: und, upper corner, are at equi al distance from 
x the top and side lines of the border ; whe reas, in the imitation the 
§ lower point of the flower nearly toue hes the left hand border. In 
the counterfeit the foremost part of the engine nearly touches the 
& line of the oval, and the / in for touches the top and bottom of 


the small oval enclosing it ; also, the 0 in 20 touches the line of the 
large oval. In the genuine there will be found 
all the places named. 
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METROPOLITAN P. 0. EXPRESS TO MAIL ONE CENT, WM, H. LAWS, 
p.M.—In embossed white letters on colored ground, shield shape, 
red ; blue. 

METROPOLITAN P. 0., 13 AMERICAN BIBLE HOUSE, N. Y., WM. H. 
LAWS, PROPRIETOR. —In embossed white letters on colored ground, 
octagonal, red; blue. Weare unacquainted with any counterfeits 
of this or the preceeding stamp, they have been reprinted in the 
original colors and can be had cheap. 

JEFFERSON MARKET POST OFFICE, BY C. SCHMIDT & Co., sur 
rounding, oblong, oval, enclosing an eagle perched upon a rock. 
This is probably one of the scarcest locals that has yet been dis 
covered. We owe a description of it to Mr. H. E. Stockwell, to 
whom we are indebted for many similar favours. We need scarcely 
add that owing to its extreme scarcity it has never been counter 
feited.— 70 be continued. 





Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


Scot?'s American Postage Stamp Album, by J. Walter Scott. 
New York: J. W. Scott & Co. 

Complete copies of this really magnificent work now lie before 
us, and we are pleased to say that it fully verifies our previous 
remarks concerning it. 

The binding is at once elegant, strong and neat and, the clasps 
are strongly affixed. 

The guards are of sufficient length to easily allow supplementary 
pages to be inserted, which will be prepared by the publishers when 
ever they are required ; altogether, it is decidedly the best Postage 
Stamp Album ever published. 


Little Buyers. 
BY ©. P. 8, 

Sometime since I had the pleasure of reading in your valuable 
paper an article styled, ‘‘ Little Dealers,’ and if you think my ex 
perience of ‘* Little Buyers’? would interest your readers you are 
welcome to them. Now there are two kinds of Little Buyers, there 
is the deminutive specimen of humanity who buys, also the collector 
who buys little, each affording an equal amount of amusement to the 
looker on, and the same amount of annoyance to the clerk who has 
the pleasure? of attending to their wants. One ‘ Buyer,”’ I shall 
never forget, | was seated in the office of a large stamp dealing firm 
quietly looking over a large collection, in search of some scarce 
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varieties needed to complete my Australian sets. The door opened, 
and in walked a gentleman dressed in the height of the fashion, 
walking to one of the tables he asked, ‘* Have you any very scarce 
stamps,’ Oh ! yes, do you require very scarce ones. ** Yes.’’? Now 
they have a practice in that establishment of Keeping all stamps 
worth over five dollars in a large envelope in th: safe, and they are 
always shewn by one of the partners, after the clerk had announced 
the gentleman he was shewn into the private office, and five or six 
hundred dollars worth of scarce stamps spread out before his eyes. 
He went quietly through them enquiring the price of some un- 
cancelled Buenos Ayres stamps, and then asked *‘ have you a 1 cent 
French Stamp.’ ‘The dealer was rather taken back, but produced 
the desired specimen, when the gentleman capped the climax by 
saying, ** | have some scarce stamps which I should like to ex- 
change for it, as | do not buy any stamps, but trade off those 
that | get for others. Would you give the French stamp for any 
of these *’ producing six or eight dirty North German Stamps. 
The dealer did not say anything, his heart was to full for utterance, 
but merely telling his customer to go to one of the clerks, called 
for Mr. G. to come in, and through the closed door could be heard 
* Sold,’” the worst sell [ ever had in my life. 

Our next ** Little Buyer’’ belongs to the class first enumerated, 
he was a handsome little fellow dressed in a black velvet suit, he 
takes off his hat at the door, and marches up to a table, ‘* Good 
morning Mr. 8., papa said | might either come down and get some 
stamps, or goto the Matinee at Booth’s with mama, so I thought Pd 
come and see you, I want to get some very scarce stamps. Now 
wont you sell me some stamps that no one has got. [d like to get 
some very scarce indeed. While he is running up a bill for twenty 
dollars, and giving order for it to be sent down to * father’s office,” 
our attention is called to a new comer; by his dress he is evidently a 
bricklayer, and he is in his working dress. He looks at the earpet 
and his own dirty boots, and then at the clerks, ‘‘ say Mister do 
you sell stamps here for collections,” yes sir, take a seat, and down 
he sits with his little dinner pail beside him. ‘‘ Now look here 
Mister, I dont know anything about this here business, but the old 
woman wants me to get her some Foreign Stamps, as she is going 
to make a collection, just throw out some cheap ones for me to look 
at.” But while he is looking at some one and two cent stamps, two 
young ladies enter with their mother, he does not seem to be at 
home in their company, so he pays for the fifteen cents worth he 
had selected and leaves. It is quite amusing to see people come in 
asking for German, French, or Trish stamps as the case may be. 
‘Have you any French stamps,’ and on being informed that they 
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have, says ** I want to send a letter to France, and seeing your sign, 
thought [ could get a French stamp here, they dont sell them at 
the Post Office.” But he scarcely comes under our head, for on it 
being explained to him, that he must put United States Stamps on 
his letter to take it to France, he does not buy at all, but possible has 
several hundred questions toask. ‘* Then if you dont sell them to 
take letters to Foreign Countries, what do you sell them for.’ For 
collection. ‘*Colleetion who's he.’? Why persons who are collecting 
one of every variety of Foreign Stamps for curiosity. ‘‘ You dont 
mean to say that oe are fools enough to pay money for those 
things only to look at,’’ But there is another class of ‘ Little 
Buyers,’ who I[ am sorry to say are ‘* Little Stealers’? also, they 
come in lots of six or eight together, and all want to get stamps, 
which they buy in quantities of 3 cents at a time, and are generally 
over an hourin making the purchase, and during that time general! 
succeed in stea'ing several do'lars worth, one that was lately canglit 
in the act, on being searched was found to have over $30 worth in 
his pockets, he was quickly sent to the Tombs, to meditate on the 
difficulty of forming a complete collection. 

Another class of ** Little Buyer’? comes in the shane of a 
well-dressed gentleman, who wants to complete a collection tor ** his 
son,”’’ a young lady, or somebody else, he only wants to get the 
common ones, he has all the scarce stamps, he left off collecting two 
years ago, and at that time hada ** complete collection,’’ had every 
thing, it is no use shewing him anything scarce for he has every 
thing, that was issued up to 1867. But he looks overthe books and 
generally buys afew Saxon, perhaps 1 f. French Republic that got 
torn in his collection, but he seldom goes as high as 10 cents for a 
stamp, after purchasing 25 cents worth of stamps, and occupying a 
clerk for over an hour he leaves, on suddenly finding that it 1s —— 
o'clock, and he has an engagement, he will call in when he has 


more time. Perhaps one of the principals hearing of the sets of 


original Natals. British Guiana, Reunion Isles, and others of a 
like scarceity contained in his collection, asks to see it, but we need 
searcely say without success, although he always promises to bring 
it down next time, once Mr. ——— offered a gentleman who had a com 
plete collection, and bought 25 cents at a time, $10 to shew it him 
but without avail. These complete collections are never fortheoming 
I may at some future time give a description of New York collectors 
and their collections, should the readers of the Journal wish it. 


The 15, 24 and 30c. stamps of the 1869 issue, are now for sale at 


the post office, in this city - but the 1861, 90c. are the only ones of 
ACN Fm . 


’ 
7 «y+ sey we 
Loucks Valse DVIUCTIIWIS. 
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Tok AMERICAN 


Clippings. 

The East India postal officials protest against the Oriental flowers 
of language. Here is the address of a letter received at Bengal : 
‘*Most worshipful andwhose feet are worshipped Father Thakur with 
prosperity Noble in mind. This letter to be respected pair of feet.”’ 

WE SEE IT STATED that the post office department are considering 
the advisability of reducing the registration fee on inland letters to 
6c. It is most devoutly to be wished that such is the case, as it 
would prove a great benefit to both stamp dealers and collectors by 
the present rates it costs 18¢. to send a registered letter to Brooklyn, 
and only 11 cents to send the same letter to Canada. In the event 
of the registration fee being reduced to 6c. we shall register every 
letter we send. 

PosTMASTER GENERAL’S Report.—We give a few extracts that 
will be of interest to our readers. 

760,000,000 letters passed through the mails during the past year, 
an increase of 40,000,000 over any previous year. This is 20 letters 
per head for every inhabitant. 

The number issued during the year was 421,047,460, value $12,722, 
568; stamped envelopes 78,079,850; value $2,283,588 ; news wrappers 
3,595,250 ; value $71,595. Total number of stamps, envelopes, and 
wrappers, 502,722,560 ; total value, $15,078,061. 

Number of letters sent to the dead letters office during the year was: 
ordinary letters, 2,837,472 ; drop letters, 450,000 ; unmailable, 361, 
984 ; hotel letters, 26,528 ; fictitious letters, 17,417 ; registered letters, 
33,672 ; returned from foreign countries, 62,603 ; foreign letters, 
193,186 ; total, 3,952,862. Of the above, 18,227 were found to contain 
$94,710, in sums of $1 and upward—of which number, 16,187, con- 
taining $82,570, were delivered to the writers or persons addressed ; 
and 2,040, containing $12,040, were filed for reclamation. Dead 
letters are retained four years for reclamation, and the money de 
posited in the Treasury. The number inclosing sums less than $1 
was 14,323, containing $3,472,77, of which amount $2,788,29 was 
delivered to writers, and $684.48 filed for reclamation. Amount 
taken from letters and deposited in the Treasury, $14,585. The 
number of letters containing bank checks, drafts, deeds, letters of 
exchange, &c., was 16,925 ; nominal value, $3,011,354, of which 

15,286, nominal value $2,799,114, were delivered to owners, and 16. 
038 returned or filed for reclamation. Of the unmailable letters, 
286,307 were detained for postage, not being prepaid as required by 
law. They were either wholly unpaid, not prepaid one full rate, or 
were stamped with illegal or revenue stamps ; 70,429 were mis 
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directed—-the post office, State, or some necessary part of the address 
omitted ; 2,678 had no address whatever, and 2,570 were addressed 
to places where there was no mail service. Amount realized by the 
sale of waste paper was $2,067. 


The English Government are considering about issuing a half 


penny stamp to pay postage on hewspapers under two ounces in 
weight. If it is not better looking than its elder brethren, they can 
keep it for all the thanks they wiil get from Philatelists. 
Repucri@n IN Ocnan PostacGe,— From intelligence received 
through Mr. Thornton, the British Minister, it appears her Majesty's 
government is prepared to reduce the single rate of postage for pre 
paid letters between the United States and the United Kingdom to 
three pence. It will be remembered Postmaster-General Creswell 
submitted a proposition to the British Post Office Department on 
the 8th ult. to reduce the letter rate of postage from twelve to six 
cents, to take effect on and after the Ist of January, 1870, of which 
two cents would be sea postage and two cents inland postage of each 


country. There is little doubt therefore of the early adoption of 


this measure of postal system, so earnestly desired by the people 
of the two countries. 





Correspondence. 
New York, Sepr. 28, 1869 
EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY : 

DrAR Sitr,—I regret exceedingly that I have lost my book, orig 
inal MSS. and other papers referring to the ‘* chronological system” 
recently contributed to your. Journal by myself, and consequent!) 
will be unable to complete the artiele. Perhaps I may eventuall) 
find them and will then be pleased to conclude the piece. 

Meanwhile. I am, Yours Respectfully 
WILLARD. K. FREEMAN. 


{Should Mr. Freeman be unable to find his papers the article will be concluded by som: 
other gentleman.—ED.] 


Answers to Correspondents. 


A. C. B. Nespraska.—The 2 and 4c. Laureated Head France 
were issued in 1863. Silk threads are woven in the paper of some 
stamps to prevent counterfeiting. By the letters in the corners of 


the British stamp the authorities can tell the time they were printed, 
it also acts as a chéck against counterfeiters. 
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Essays, Specimens and Proofs. 
BY ©. P. 8. 

A few words on these heretofore neglected stamps will not be out 
of place to the majority of our readers, and although we strongly 
depreciate the practice of collecting specimens to the exclusion of 
postals proper, still we think a few genuine specimens on essays 
add considerably to the beauty of a collection, and to the student 
are of vast importance. Take for instance the beautiful essays pre- 
pared in 1865, for Moldo-Wallachia, there is ample food for re- 
flection here, was it that the engraver of the adopted design feed the 
officials higher ¢ or was it that the authorities did not know what 
beauty was ? certainly they did not believe with Keats that 

“ A thing of beauty is'a joy forever.” 
or this really beautiful design would have been adopted. 

Some time since a number of essays were prepared for the Belgian 
government, bearing the head of the 
present king, two of which we annex 
engravings of. Should his majesty be 
called away from the seen of his earthly 
labors before Belgium changes her 
stamps, these will be the only ‘‘ postage 


=X 8 stamp portrait”? of Leopold LI. 





The United States has probably furnished more essays than any 
other country, there having been quite a large number prepared at 
each change, amongst which may be mentioned the entire set of 1869, 
with figures of value half the size of those that adorn? the present 
set. Then the almost unique 2c. essay bearing a post cart as the 
principal device, also the 30c. essay similar in design to the present 
15c. having for the central picture the surrender of Burgoyne. 

W hile on this subject we should like to correct the common error 
of calling the 2c. 1863, stamp printed in various colors an essay, as 
it is nothing but a specimen, that is, it is printed from the genuine 
plates in another color,so that the government could not be defrauded 
by it, but made by the company as a specimen of their work to 
send to parties from whom they are likely to get contracts. A 
proof is a copy of the accepted design sent to the government 
printed in a variety of colors for the officials to choose from, and are 
usually printed on India paper. We annex a 
copy of a newly discovered essay for Bergedorf, but 
are inclined to think it an original devise that was 
modified to make the adopted design, as we should 
not think it at all probable that the authorities 
s| would make a change for so little difference, and 

| certainly not for the reason that the Philatelist gives, 
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as it is coarser than the well known set. that they say it was in- 
tended to replace on account of their being so much counterfeited. 

In conclusion we should certainly urge those collectors who have 
the means, to adorn their albums with some of these beautiful works 
of art, but we advise the amateur to procure first all the regular 
issues of every country, and then fill up with ‘essays, specimens 
and proofs,” 


The Postage Stamps of British Guiana. 


*DAMUS PETIMUSQUE VICISSIM.’ 


ONE of the best informed of our English writers on these subjects 
has declared that the stamps of South America present peculiar 
difficulties to the collector ; and the accuracy of this remark will be 
abundantly verified by any one who sets to himself the task of 
forming a complete series of this colony. The difficulty of the 
collector is however, far less than that which is involved in an 
attempt to describe completely the various issues of this country ; 
and yet the very obstacles themselves seem to have induced some 
of the more zealous European amateurs to try their hands at 
classifying these stamps. Mons. Herpin, whose name is well known 
as that of a most distinguished and discriminating collector and 
author, in the December number of Le Collectionneur de Timbres 
Poste, published an article containing much valuable information, 
but also exhibiting some inaccuracies, which probably arose from 
descriptions being given without access to the stamps, and from 
suppositions hazarded, plausible enough in themselves, but which 
the result of inquiries as to the facts does not verify. Several papers 
relating more or less to this subject have also appeared in the 
journal published by M. Moens, at Brussels. 

After a careful analysis of these papers, and from information 
directly received from the postmaster of George Town, the follow- 
ing list has been compiled. Every stamp described has been verified 
by actual comparison with undoubted specimens, and the greatest 
care taken to present a reliable and complete catalogue up to the 
present time ; it is therefore hoped that the amateur may find in the 
subjoined lines a trustworthy guide. 

FIRST ISSUE. 

1850. The postal system was first introduced into the colony of 
British Guiana in this year, solely for inland purposes, and the 
rates of postage were fixed according to the distance which the letter 
had to travel, viz.: 4, 8, and 12 cents for single, double, and treble 
postage respectively. 
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The design of these first stamps was of the simplest description, 
consisting merely of a rough circle formed by a single line, at times 
approaching an oval; within this line the words BRITISH GUIANA 
in Roman capitals were printed (in moveable types) in a circular 
shape, following very irregularly the outside line of the stamp. In 
the middle of the stamp is the value in-figures, followed by the word 
CENTs in italics, printed in one straight line. This issue is printed 
on colored paper in black ink, viz.:— 


4 cents ; . ‘ yellow. 
8 cents . - - green. 
12 cents ° . . deep blue. 


Every stamp, before being issued for circulation, was authenticated 
by the initials ‘G. R. D.,’ written with pen and black ink across its 
face, by Mr. G. R. Dalton. the then and present postmaster of 
George Town. These stamps were printed in the colony, but no 
stock of them was ever kept ; the supply was only made to meet 
the current wants, and the issue was never intended for other than 
a preliminary and temporary expedient. 

The shades of colored paper used vary in deepness, especially 
the green. Some specimens exist in collections which do not bear 
any initials, having evidently never been issued for circulation. The 
extremely rude design of this issue, and its consequent liability to 
imitation and forgery, rendered it one which could only serve a 
temporary purpose, and its ugliness by no means tended to re- 
commend it. It is scarcely to be wondered at, that almost im- 
mediately new stamps were ordered, and the very short period this 
issue was in use accounts for its exceeding rarity, and the pro- 
portionately high prices these stamps command -when to be met 
with. 

Mention has been made of a stamp of this issue on pink paper, 
the value of which has been variously stated at 4 and 8 cents. No 
specimen is known to exist, nor has the writer any authentic in- 
formation which would justify him in inserting such a stamp in this 
list. 

Since the above was in type, the writer's attention has been called 
toa copy of the yellow 4 cents stamp: uninitialed, but bearing the 
usual Demerara postmark, and the dats 27 November, 1850 : pro- 
bably a case of accidental omission of the signature of the post- 
master. 

SECOND ISSUE. 

1850, 1851. Large upright rectangular stamp, printed in black 
on colored paper ; device, ship sailing to the right ina Norman 
escutcheon ; leeend BRITISH On left, GUIANA on right ; value above, 
DAMUS PATIMUS QUE VICISSIM below, a fort in the distance. 
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The design of these stamps was engraved on steel, and some small 
and inconsidvrable variations exist between different stamps from 
this plate. 


1 cent - : - magenta. 
4 cents . ° - ultramarine blue. 


At the meeting of the Combined Court of Policy of Demerara, 
held in 1850, it was resolved to adopt one uniform rate of postage 
for letters, namely, 4 cents, and to impose a vharge of 1 cent upon 
newspapers forwarded by post from one part of the colony to 
another. Stamps of these two values were ordered from England, 
and Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, stationers, of London Wall, were 
intrusted with their execution and printing. To this firm is due the 
famous error which has given an almost fictitious importance to the 
issue. The error ‘PpaTimus’ for ‘ pETIMUs,’ for which Lord 
Macaulay’s traditional schoolboy would be deservedly flogged, has 
unfortunately been fathered on the colony, which thus had to un- 
dergo the ridicule of choosing a motto it could not spell, when the 
blame of this most unfortunate error rested in London. But there 
is nothing which happens without compensation, and the firm who 
at the onset unfortunately passed this issue, has more than redeemed 
the blunder by the eminent beauty of some of the types we shall 
presently notice. The stamps of this issue were printed on brightly- 
colored paper, and were in circulation from the end of 1850 till 
about 1853. They are of an ungainly size and unmanageable shape, 
which, combined with te engraver’s error, soon compelled a fresh 
commission to England. In 1853 the newly-ordered series was pro 
duced, but meantime, the supply of the second issue failing, came 
the third series. 

The stamps of this issue are, and always have been, of excessive 
rarity, especially the blue, and classed among the gems of a 
collection. Their rarity is not diminished by the fact that in 
September, 1864, a reprint of the issue took place, at the instance 
of the colonial authorities, chiefly to enable them to gratify the 
wishes of foreign governments and others. These reprints were 
executed by Waterlow & Sons ; the paper is of a brighter tint, 
showing the presence of the new colors ; and, to crown all, these 
reprinted stamps are perforated. It has been asserted the plates 
are now destroyed ; one thing is certain, the value of the o!d issue 
is still unchanged ; the reprints sell for a very trifling sum com- 
aratively, and every real lover of stamps will at once discriminate 
ce the worthless reprint and the almost unattainable original 
issue. 
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THIRD SERIES. 


Oblong rectangle, printed in black on colored paper ; BRITISH 
above, GUIANA below ; PosTAGE to the left, FOUR CENTs on the right ; 
in the centre, a ship—barque rigged —sailing to the right ; DAMuUs 
PETIMUS above, QUE VICISSIM beiow. 


On deep magenta. 
On dark azure blue. 


These stamps are engraved on wood, and printed in the colony ; 
a sheet or so only was printed on blue, to replace the old blue 4c. 
upright rectangle, but the supply of blue paper failing, they were 
also printed on pink paper, the shape sufficiently guarding against 
confusion with the former issue. The circulation of these stamps 
was of the most limited duration, both kinds are of the highest 
degree of rarity | few indeed are the happy possessors of either, 
while those who have the blue may be reckoned twice over on the 
figures of one hand, and may be congratulated on having probably 
the very rarest stamp known to collectors. Two English collections, 
it is believed, and two only, boast of this matchless blue ; while on 
the continent a specimen is not known to exist. The pink is also 
of bat one less degree of rarity, scarcely known even among the 
elite of collections. All stamps of this issue, which the writer has 
ever seen, bear an initialed signature, in addition to the usual post- 
mark. In their perfect state these stamps have a margin of con- 
siderable width. 

FOURTH SERIES. 


4 


1853 Rectangle, vessel in full sail to left, in oval, bearing the 
motto prefixed to this paper ; POSTAGE above, value below, BRITISH 
to left, GUIANA to right, date 1853, one figure in each corner. 

1 cent - : red (vermilion). 

4 cents - - blue (azure). 


These stamps were engraved and printed in England, the die is 
well executed, and the whole appearance of the stamp is fine and 
artistic Proofs in black of both values, and in red-brown of the 
1 cent, are extant, these show well the beauty of the engraving. 
Unhappily, this issue has also been reprinted, with the other in 
1864. The newly-printed stamps are perforated, and the colors 
are, - 


1 cent - - light red (verging on orange.) 
4 cents . . light-blue (bleu-du-ciel). 


Unused specimens of the original issue are very scarce ; the post- 
marked copies known usually bear the date 1853 in the defacing 
mark. 
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FIFTH ISSUE, 


1860. Rectangle, vessel in full sail to right, encircled by garter 
bearing the motto above mentioned, GUIANA above, value below, 
BRITISH to left, PosTAGE to right, date 1860, one figure in each 
corner ; colored impression printed on white paper. 


1 cent, rose-pink. 8 cents, rose-pink. 

1 cent, red-brown, 1862. 12 cents, pearl-grey. 

1 cent, deep brown, 1862, 12 cents, lilac. 

1 cent, black, 1863. 12 cents, mauve. 

2 cents, deep orange. 24 cents, green. 

4 cents, blue (a dull tint). 24 cents, green, a bluer shade 
4 cents, azure-blue, 1864. 


The colors of this issue vary much ; a fresh set printed in 1864, 
showing generally much brighter and clearer colors throughout 
the series.. There exist proofs of the 1 cent in black printed on 
thick paper which are not very difficult to meet with ; besides the 
thickness of the paper, the care of the impression and the absence 
of perforation will prevent the proof being confounded with the 
stamp. 

The stamps of this issue are correctly described and perforated, 
but copies are to be found which do not bear the marks of that 
process ; copies are also to be met with obliterated with the word 
Specimen, in red ink printed across the face ; the latter are im- 
pressions, as their name imports, struck to show the die and the 
proposed stamp ; they are not uncommon and their value is by no 
means great. The changes of color of the 1 cent as above detailed 
are singular ; while it stood rose, it was almost identical in hue 
‘with the 8 cents ; the red-brown was no very permanent hue, and 

yas not the contrast desired ; the deep brown again is a color 
which never lasts on any issue of stamps for long ; Why, printers 
and ink makers best can tell, and it certainly is liable to be 
simulated by the accidental or designed changes of other tints. 
Recourse at last seems to have been had to black, at first ofa 

reyish dusky shade, now ofan unmistakeable deep hue, and this 
ast expedient really seems the best under the circumstances to 
avoid confusion in the value of the series. —7o be continued. 


REVENUE Stamp CoLiectrne.—We have been unable to obtain 
the desired information, in regard to the legality of collecting 
Revenue Stamps, but hope to be able to lay the whole matter before 
our readers next month. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


We will commence our article this month with the stamps that 
most of our readers feel most interested in, namely: the new issue 
in course of preparation for the 

UNITED Sratres.—The department having selected the following 
designs. One cent, Franklin, by Burton, of the Franklin Institute, 
Philadelphia ; two cents, Jackson, by Powers ; three cents, Wash- 
ington, by Houdon ; six cents, Lincoln, by Volk ; ten cents, 
Jetferson, by Powers ; twelve cents, Clay, by Hart: fifteen cents, 
Webster, by Clerenged ; twenty-four cents, Seott. by Coffee ; thirty 
cents, Hamilton, family bust ; ninety cents, O. H. Perry, by Wolcutt. 
Some of the designs have already been engraved, and are ready for 
printing. 

The portraits will all be in profile busts, taken from standard 
original marbles, executed by artists of acknowledged reputation. 
‘hey are engrayed and furnished by the National Bank Note 
Company, from photographs, by Brady. 

We searcely think they will be ready before February, but from 
the specimen, we have had the pleasure of examining, think they 
will repay us for waiting. 

FrANCE.—We annex an engraving of the beautiful addition to the 
French page of our album. The shape 
making it probably the most attractive 
stamp in the book It is to be hoped it 
: will soon become as plentiful as the five 
> shilling English stamp. By the way, it is 
; a curious fact, that while the postage is 
; being daily reduced, both for Soa and 














rr —-----~9 foreign countries, the different governmeuts 
keep issuing stamps of higher denominations than any that appear 
to have been heretofore needed. 

BeLtGium.—On another page of this number will be found an 
article on essays, giving illustrations of some neglected designs for 
the new series of stamps that have long been expected for this 
country. 

We had almost given up looking for them, when we received 
some of the new 10c. ona letter received from Brussels, but have since 
received specimens of th: 1 centime. The series consists of ten 
values, printed in five Sw tl with two designs. The national arms 
being employed for the five lowest, and the profile of Leopold I. 
adorning the higher values. Hoping to be able to present our 
readers with an engraving of them in our next, we omit any ex- 
tended description. The colors and values are as follows :— 
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1 centime, (arms) green. 10 centimes, (head) green. 

2 + & blue. 20 = +e blue. 

5 3 ‘+ amber. 30 as aa amber. 
6 $+ ‘*  earmine. 40) “ aa carmine. 


8 + ‘* violet. 1 frank, “ violet. 

The Stamp Collector’ s Magazine says :—** Honor to whom honor 
is due. Mr. Hendrickx the engraver of the series.’ We certainly 
cannot agree with our contemporary, as in our humble opinion they 
are the poorest set that have been produced by any civilized country 
during the two years that we have been called upon to express our 
views on the artistic merits of the postal emissions of the world, and 
are far inferior in design and execution to the set they replace. 

SoutnH AFRICAN ReEpusLic.—We have just received copies of 
three values for this state. They are little ifany, superior in execu- 
tion to the cut given in the September number of the Journal, in fact 
they are so poor that we are almost inclined to believe that some 
European scoundrel is trying to play ‘‘ Paraguay ’’ dodge on 
collectors, should it turn out as we think, probably our publishers 
will refund the cash for all they have sold. In a deseription of 
them in our April number the colors were 1 penny green, and the 
shilling red, but in the stamps before us the colours are reversed, the 
1d. being red, and the 1s. green. 

Spain.—Is reported to be contemplating a new issue on the first 
of the year. 
LeEITMERITZ.—It has got to be a regular thing for us to have to 
— ——_______.. describe a lot of trash devised by a pack of as arrant 
a “i knaves as ever existed, their last productions is of 
| theannexed design, and is printed in ten values 
| ranging from 1 to 50 kreuzers. We cannot see how 
S| the proprietors make it pay. certainly they do not 
| find many dupes this side of the water. 
ej; ‘TRInaDAD,—The above named Journal notes the 
r aii) entire series of the stamps of this colony overcharged 
with the words Too LATE. We have a 6 penny stamp that has been 
in our collection three years, that bears the same words, but always 
attributes it to the fact that the letter it prepaid was posted too late 
for the mail, and thé fact was stamped on it, so that the person 
to whom it was addressed could tell the cause of its detention. 












Stupy your Stamps.—Oh that I could shout those three words 
into the ears of every stamp collector, or that I had the power to 
confiscate the collections of every one who maliciously accumulates 
scarce and often almost unique specimens, and have about as much 
regard for them as the dollars they represent. I know a collection 
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now that contains several stamps that could not be duplicated at 
any price, and yet the owner thinks no more of them than he would 
ofa fine ring or any valuable piece of jewelry. His only idea in 
collecting, although he does not express it in so many words, 
‘**Tama richer man'than you, I can afford to pay higher prices 
than any man in New York, so I have the largest collection. But 
[ tell him, as I tell you, five hundred stamps arranged with care 
and carefully studied, will give greater pleasure to the owner and 
more satisfaction to the pe rson they are cee igs to, than the finest 
collection in the hands of an illiterate man who only chews his 
collection to give you an idea of his wea ith. 


Correspondence. 
To the Editor of the American Journal of Philately. 

Dear Sir,—On my return to the City I was pleased to find all 
my numbers of the Journal awaiting me, and especially gratified 
to find in the July number an article by C. P. 8. on ‘* Schools of 
Philately.”’ In it the writer lays down the truesystem of collect- 
ing stamps. Thatis, when a person has obtained one of every 
type, and value of postage stamps he should be deemed to have 
a full collection. And I think you cannot too strongly depreciate 
the practice of ‘‘ filling up” the various foreign albums that are 
pretty generally used here, with varieties. 

I think | am not far out in asserting that the average number of 
stamps in each collection is not over 8C0, and that is excluding the 
hundreds of collections, commenced by boys, who never get over 300 
stamps. I know of but seven collections numbering over 2,700 
stamps, and those possessing 2,000 specimens can easily be counted. 
Now as [ have shown how few stamps are possessed | y the majority 
ne oreo itis not absolute necessary that those few should 
be distinct varieties ¢ 

[ think that persons in your position should possess every variety 
of every stamp as a reference, but for amateurs having only a few 
hundred stamps, to collect perforated and unperforated stamps, the 
different watermarks and various shades like the two sets of Hong 
Kong stamps figured in Lallier’s album is perfectly absurd. : 

[ wish you would give your opinion on the subject. 

And remain truly yours, 
ONE OF A KIND. 


We entirely agree with our correspondent in the matter and should not advise our friends 
10 collect more than one variety of each stamp, except the very strongly marked shades, as 
for instance the 96c. yellow brown Hong Kong, which we think he must have forgot 


when using that country foran example 


But he is not as well acquainted with the different prominent collectors as he might be, 


out there are not over 25 collections in this City and vicinity that pass that number.—£d,] 
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Clippings. 


One of the neatest and most curious of specialite magazines is the 
American Journal of Philately, an illustrated magazine for stamp 
collectors. The collection of postage stamps forms the amusement 
of some thousands of persons in this country, two thousand of them 
being subscribers tothe journal named. This little magazine is ex- 
cellently gotten up, with fine wood-cutsof new stamps, at only fifty 
cents a year. The publishers, J.W. Scorr & Co., 34 Liberty Street, 
who are the largest dealers in postage stamps in the country, issue 
also a nicély illustrated price list of “ every postage stamp that 
has ever been issued in any country in the aa” which they sell 
at fifteen cents.—Hzpress. 

Notice To Topacco ConsuMERS.—W here parties are in the habit 
of borrowing chews, the government will furnish each man with a 
note book, in which the time of day, the size of the quid, whether 
plug or fine cut, the quality and the time which the amount is to be 
refunded, must be:strictly recorded. 

Those parties who have been innocently using unstam ped tobacco 
will call on the nearest revenue officer and give in, as near as pos- 
sible, the amount which they believe has been consumed. The 
officer will furnish the necessary stamps, and if they are chewed up 
in his presence the government is then satisfied that no criminal 
wrong was meant. 

No tobacco box must have more than two spigot holes in it, and 
the stamps must be pasted directly over these. 

When a quid has been exhausted, the government strictly forbids 
it being thrown away until two red chalk marks have been made 
across it, and a label attached bearing these words :—‘‘ The fellow 
who chewed this has somplied with all the requirements of the law, 
and persons are hereby warned not to chew this quid again.’ 

Tobacco consumers must constantly bear in mind, that the more 
stamps there are on a package of tobacco the cheaper does the weed 
become—in a horn.—Telegram. 

New PostaGe Sramps.--The Herald says: “ Another attempt 
is to be made to give us decent postage stamps. We suppose it will 
fail as so many have hitherto. Our postal authorities try too much. 
If they will only take the Italian or French stamp and put 
Washington’s head in the place of Napoleon’s or Victor Emanuel’s 
they cannot fail ; but they will try some improvements and spoil 
all.” 

We suppose the French, English and Italian stamps comprise 
the whole of Bennett's collection. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 


G. D. W. Baravia.—We return the stamps by mail, they are 
all poorly executed counterfeits, and you must expect to get bogus 
stamps if you buy for less than the market value. 

H. A. C. OrRANGE.—Herzogth on the Schleswig and Holstein 
stamps, signifies Duchy. 

Bato.— Nearly all stamps of European manufacture are 


swerve: water-marked, the devices being as diverse as the 
; h < stamps themselves. In some stamps, the Tuscan 
> pu instance, the watermark consists of one design 
} pee the entire sheet, only a portion being found 
° Yon any individual stamp. We annex a cut of the new 
s on water-mark on the Queensland Stamps 

aS C. Van Rinsum.—We have forwarded the stamp 

eae 


as Rieioalt No. 6 is the last number of the C. P. M. that we 
have received. 


Advertisements. 
3, W. sc corr & Co., 


Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Foreign and Domestic Postage Stamps, 
a y . Orn —— , ws 5 

341 LIBERTY STREET, NEW YORK CITY, 

The above firm beg to inform Collectors of Foreign Postage Stamps, that they have the 
largest stock and greater facilities for obtaining rare stamps than any other dealers in the 
world. Collectors will do well to call and examine our stock, before purchasing elsewhere. 

Country orders, punctually attended to, and forwardei by return mail, on receipt of Cash 
accompanying order. 

t= Circulars and lists of publications forwarded free to any address. 


s ) A Ge ire & r Gt Ae , 4 Py . ar 
MONOGRAM ALBUMS. 
THE BEST AND ONLY CHEAP ALBUM FOR MONOGRAMS. 
This series are all beautifully printed on heavy tinted paper, with a very chaste design 
surrounding the page 
No. 1, to contain 100, bound in imitation morocco, with gilt design on cover very neat, 
only 50c 
No. 2. to contain 250, very strong and handsomely bound in the best English cloth, 
price $1 25. 
No. 3, to contain 500, magnificently bound in morocco, gilt design on cover and gilt 
edges, price only $3 00 


SCOTT’S $82.50 ALBUM. 
A First-Class Postage Stamp Album at a low price. 


Splendidly bound in gilt morocco, with gilt edges, $4 00. 
Strongly bound in the best E nglish cloth, gilt lettering, $2 50. 
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SCOTT'S AMERICAN POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM, 


POPULARLY KNOWN AS THE 


AMERICAN LALLIER’S. 


This magnificent Album is now ready, and is unmeasurably superior to any album ever 
before attempted. 

It has specially designed spaces for every postage stamp ever issued, of the same size as the 
stamps, with a full description of each stamp in the place made to receive it. It is brought 
up to the present time, having spaces for the new issues of Servia, the United States, Xc., 
and for the stamps of Angola, South African Republic, Antioquia, &c., Xc. 

Ample spaces has been left for new issues, and blank pages distributed through the book. 
It is bound in the strongest manner, by the most skilful workmen, with the best materials. 





Cloth, gilt name on back and sides - - . - - - $5 00 
Half morocco, gilt - ° . ° ° z . ‘“ 4 1 00 
*,* Post free, 25c. each extra, the balance of the postage being defrayed by J. W. Scorr @ Co.; or can 
be obfained of all respectable booksellers in the United States and Canadas, and stamp dealers throughout 


THE PHILATELIST’S ALBUM 


FoR 


AMERICAN AND FOREIGN POSTACE AND REVENUE STAMPS. 


The publishers wish to call particular attention to this work. It is six times the size 
gives ten times the information, and is got up in better style than any album that has ever 
been published under $2 50. 

It contains a complete enumeration of all postage stamps with dates of issue, &c., &c., 
also, gives a correct list of all United States and Canadian Revenue Stamps. It is the only 
album for Revenue Stamps that has ever been published. It is printed on good paper, and 
ruled to fit the stamps containing spaces for nearly 6000. 

Illustrated boards, $100. Cloth, gilt lettering, &., $1.50. Post free 10 cents each extra. 


A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 


OF 
AMERICAN AND FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS, 


Splendidly Illustrated with Numerous Engravings by the best Artists. 


This list gives the current value, both clean and cancelled, of every Postage Starap that 
has ever been used in any country in the world, giving the original value, date of issue. 
color and description of over 3000 postage stamps, being the only reliable work published. 
It has reached its seventeenth edition in the short space of three years. Stitched in neat 
paper covers, price only 15 cents. 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 
fAN JLLUSTRATED MaGazine For §STamp (COLLECTORS. 
Published on the 20th of every month, at $1.00 per year; Single copies 10c. 
&2" An uncanceled Stamp given away with every number. ac 
This paper is the leading organ of stamp collectors in the United States, and is composed 
of 16 pages of interesting reading matter, giving the latest and most accurate information 
concerning postage stamps; is embellished’ with numerous engravings every month of 
newly issued and rare stamps; gives directions for mounting, preserving, and buying 
stamps, with descriptions of forgeries and a table by which the youngest collector can at 
once determine the nationality of any stamp, and in fact contains all the information re- 
quired by postage stamp collectors. 

Vols I. & II. are now ready, handsomely bound in cloth, gilt lettering and edges, $1.50 each. 


All the above are published by J. W. Scorr & Co. 34 Liberty St., N. Y., and will be sent 
to any address on receipt of price by return mail. 

















